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House of Representatives 
The House met at 9 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Speaker. 
f 

PRAYER 
The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick 

J. Conroy, offered the following prayer: 
Eternal God, we give You thanks for 

giving us another day. 
We come to the end of a week during 

which some Members of this people’s 
House have come to complete their 
service in the Congress, and others 
have come to prepare for their oppor-
tunity to serve this great Nation. It is 
a time of tremendous transition, a 
time fraught with trepidation and 
some uncertainty. 

Send Your spirit of peace and calm, 
that all might have confidence in Your 
faithfulness to us, and that no matter 
what lies ahead, Your grace is abun-
dantly available. 

Now we approach a week during 
which all Americans will gather to re-
member who we are: a Nation gener-
ously blessed by not only You, our God, 
but by courageous ancestors, faithful 
allies, and the best good wishes of peo-
ple everywhere who long for freedom, 
who would glory in the difficult work 
of participative government, and who 
do not enjoy the bounty we are privi-
leged to possess. 

Bless the Members of this assembly, 
and us all, that we would be worthy of 
the call we have been given as Ameri-
cans. Help us all to be truly thankful 
and appropriately generous in our re-
sponse. 

May all that is done this day be for 
Your greater honor and glory. 

Amen. 
f 

THE JOURNAL 
The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-

ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House 
his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman 

from California (Mr. MCNERNEY) come 
forward and lead the House in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. MCNERNEY led the Pledge of Al-
legiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-

tain up to five 1-minute requests on 
each side of the aisle. 

f 

THE AMERICAN PEOPLE DESERVE 
ANSWERS REGARDING BENGHAZI 
(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 

asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks. 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, yesterday, members of the 
House Foreign Affairs Committee, led 
by Chairwoman ILEANA ROS-LEHTINEN, 
heard testimony regarding the ter-
rorist attack on our United States con-
sulate in Benghazi, Libya. This re-
sulted in the death of four American 
heroes. Sadly, no substantial informa-
tion was revealed. 

The American people have legitimate 
questions and deserve answers as to 
what happened on the evening of Sep-
tember 11, 2012. Why did the adminis-
tration not make an immediate re-
sponse in the area of the consulate as 
requested during the 6-hour attack? 
Why did the administration place 
blame on a video rather than reveal 
that it was an organized terrorist at-
tack? Why has the administration 
failed to provide answers to valid ques-
tions after 2 months of inquiry, as re-
quested by House Armed Services Com-
mittee Chairman BUCK MCKEON? 

It’s my hope that the appropriate of-
ficials of this administration will ap-

pear before Congress and provide an-
swers the American people deserve. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops, 
and we will never forget September 
11th in the global war on terrorism. 

f 

HONORING OUR VETERANS 

(Mr. CICILLINE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. CICILLINE. Madam Speaker, 
earlier this week, our Nation observed 
Veterans Day. As we honor all the 
brave men and women who have worn 
the uniform of the United States 
Armed Forces, we’re especially mindful 
of all those who have laid down their 
lives in defense of our freedoms. In just 
the past year, Rhode Island families 
were forced to say goodbye to two 
loved ones taken from us while serving 
our country in Afghanistan. Sergeant 
Dennis Weichel and Lance Corporal 
Abraham Tarwoe are American heroes 
who made the ultimate sacrifice for a 
country they loved. 

So now it falls to those of us privi-
leged to serve in this Chamber to keep 
the commitments and promises that 
have been made to our veterans. For 
all the bravery and dedication that 
they have shown us, our veterans de-
serve to know that they will be able to 
support their families, send their chil-
dren to college, and retire with eco-
nomic security. As we continue dis-
cussing ways to reduce the size of our 
Federal deficit, it is absolutely critical 
that we maintain programs important 
to veterans and their families. 

f 

ISRAEL UNDER ATTACK—AGAIN 

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. POE of Texas. Madam Speaker, 
sirens wailed the warning as over 300 
rockets from Hamas in Gaza rained 
down on Israel this week. Israelis were 
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injured—and at least one was killed. 
But ensuring its absolute right of self- 
defense, Israel responded to defend its 
people. Prime Minister Netanyahu said 
it best: 

The terrorists are committing a double- 
war crime. They fire at Israeli citizens and 
they hide behind Palestinian civilians. 

But the new Muslim Brotherhood 
government in Egypt, which was 
backed by the administration, has con-
demned Israel, not Hamas. The ter-
rorist group Hamas doesn’t want peace 
with Israel. It wants war. Hamas is the 
aggressor here. It kills Israeli citizens 
and then hides behind the skirts of Pal-
estinian women. The world should con-
demn Hamas, not Israel. Israel has the 
moral right and legal duty to defend 
itself from the attacks by the barbar-
ians Hamas. The United States should 
be bold in its total support of Israel, 
our ally. The United States should be 
bold in its condemnation of Hamas. 
And the United States should be bold 
in denouncing this continuing war by 
terrorists like Hamas on civilized na-
tions. 

And that’s just the way it is. 

f 

HONORING DR. JAMES BILLINGTON 

(Mr. BLUMENAUER asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Perhaps one of 
the best parts of serving in Congress is 
the access to our Library, the Library 
of Congress, the dedicated staff at CRS, 
and the magnificent Members Reading 
Room. The Library of Congress is truly 
a national treasure; and leading the Li-
brary of Congress is another national 
treasure, Dr. James Billington, who 
had a long and distinguished career as 
scholar and institutional leader before 
assuming leadership of the Library of 
Congress 25 years ago. 

As chair of the Library of Congress 
Caucus, it’s been a great pleasure to 
work with Dr. Billington and his out-
standing staff on a variety of issues 
and activities for Members of Congress. 
The caucus urges you to join Speaker 
BOEHNER today in the Rayburn Room 
at 11 a.m. as he honors Dr. James 
Billington and his exemplary quarter 
century of leadership as the Librarian 
of Congress. 

f 

CONGRATULATING MR. WADE 
MARTIN OF MONTGOMERY 
TOWNSHIP 

(Mr. LANCE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. LANCE. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate Mr. Wade Martin 
of Montgomery Township, New Jersey, 
for being awarded the 2012 Land Trust 
Alliance’s prestigious National Con-
servation Service Award for his signifi-
cant contributions to the advancement 
of land conservation. 

Using his position as a financial ad-
viser, Mr. Martin is educating his cli-

ents to the benefits of land preserva-
tion. He’s provided land trusts and 
landowners across New Jersey with fi-
nancial advice and estate planning for 
the benefit of land conservation. Wade 
Martin has taken his model nationwide 
to help other financial advisers and 
their clients explore various options in 
preserving their land and their fami-
lies’ legacies, increasing the pace of 
land conservation. 

I ask all of my colleagues to join me 
in honoring Wade Martin as one of the 
Nation’s land conservation leaders and 
this year’s National Conservation Serv-
ice Award winner. 

f 

MATHEMATICS OF PLANET EARTH 
(Mr. MCNERNEY asked and was 

given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. MCNERNEY. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to bring your attention to 
an exciting new project, Mathematics 
of Planet Earth, which begins in 2013. 
More than 100 different organizations 
from around the world have come to-
gether to outline mathematics’ inte-
gral role in solving real-world issues, 
including energy freedom, medical 
challenges, and weather events. As 
someone who has earned a Ph.D. in 
mathematics and went on to work in 
the renewable energy sector for two 
decades, I know mathematics can be an 
essential feature to finding solutions to 
many challenges facing humanity. 

The Mathematics of Planet Earth 
projects will spotlight the importance 
of mathematics. A national focus on 
science, technology, engineering, and 
mathematics education will ensure the 
United States remains a competitive 
force in the global marketplace. People 
across our Nation are working together 
to create a better world, and it is im-
portant that their efforts be recognized 
and supported. I encourage my col-
leagues to join me in recognizing the 
benefits and goals of the Mathematics 
of Planet Earth project. 

f 

b 0910 

SUPPORT FOR ISRAEL 
(Mr. MEEHAN asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. MEEHAN. Madam Speaker, I rise 
to urge my colleagues here in the 
House of Representatives and citizens 
all across the United States to join in 
an unambiguous message of support for 
Israel in this time of great and dra-
matic concern and rising tensions in 
the Gaza Strip. 

Look, the facts are clear: The 400 
rockets that have been launched from 
Gaza into Israel over the last 48 hours 
represent a dramatic provocation of 
Israel and its people. Second, the use of 
long-range missiles—for the first time 
reaching into population centers like 
Tel Aviv—represents an irresponsible 
escalation of the acts of terrorism that 
have been generated by Hamas and un-
derscored by Iran. 

Today, we must send an unambig-
uous signal that we stand with Israel in 
the right to defend itself and make 
sure that we simultaneously call on 
those who are coming into Gaza from 
Egypt with a message that they have a 
responsibility to begin the process im-
mediately of deescalating this conflict, 
standing shoulder to shoulder for 
peace, and making sure that this esca-
lation does not lead to further provo-
cation. 

f 

FARM BILL 

(Mr. COURTNEY asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. COURTNEY. Madam Speaker, 
how does $7 for a gallon of milk sound? 
Well, that’s where we’re headed on Jan-
uary 1 if we don’t pass a farm bill. 

Why haven’t we passed a farm bill? 
Because the House Republican leader-
ship has refused to bring it up for a 
vote on this floor despite the fact that 
the Senate, on June 19, passed a bipar-
tisan farm bill that protects a safe, sta-
ble food supply for this country and 
saves $23 billion for the Federal budget 
deficit. 

In the meantime, we’ve had 13 weeks 
of recess, the 2008 bill has expired, and 
for dairy farmers who are facing record 
feed and fuel costs, they have had their 
complete market collapse beneath 
their feet. And we’re going to have $7 a 
gallon milk on January 1 if we don’t 
act. 

Madam Speaker, let’s look at the ex-
ample of dairy farmers who get up 
every single day and engage in the 
hardest work in our economy. Let’s get 
this House to work between now and 
December 16. Pass a farm bill. Provide 
a horizon for rural America. 

f 

FARM BILL 

(Mr. WALZ of Minnesota asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WALZ of Minnesota. Madam 
Speaker, I, too, echo the sentiments of 
my friend from New England. Those of 
us on the Great Plains out in Min-
nesota ask to pass a farm bill also. 

The American people spoke last week 
and they were very clear. I didn’t run 
into a single voter—and I don’t know if 
you did, Madam Speaker—who said: 
What I want you guys to do is mess 
around some more, not do anything, 
and kick the can down the road; that’s 
what we really enjoy. What they said 
was: Compromise, get something done, 
give us stability, and move forward. 

As my colleague said, 6 months ago 
the Senate passed a bipartisan farm 
bill. They couldn’t agree today was 
Friday in the Senate, and they passed 
a farm bill. We passed it out of the Ag 
Committee, 35–11. We have now sat and 
waited for 4 months to have a chance 
to vote ‘‘yes’’ for stability in rural 
America, ‘‘yes’’ for rural communities, 
‘‘yes’’ for stable food prices, ‘‘yes’’ for 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H6401 November 16, 2012 
support for drought-stricken farmers, 
or to sit here and do more of the grid-
lock, more of the do nothing. 

When they spoke last week, they 
were very clear. They were not saying 
we’re all for Democrats, we’re all for 
Republicans. They said we’re all for 
this country doing its business and 
moving forward. 

I encourage our colleagues, get a 
farm bill on the floor, pass it, move on. 

f 

RUSSIA AND MOLDOVA JACKSON- 
VANIK REPEAL AND SERGEI 
MAGNITSKY RULE OF LAW AC-
COUNTABILITY ACT OF 2012 
Mr. BURTON OF Indiana. Madam 

Speaker, pursuant to House Resolution 
808, I call up the bill (H.R. 6156) to au-
thorize the extension of nondiscrim-
inatory treatment (normal trade rela-
tions treatment) to products of the 
Russian Federation and Moldova and 
to require reports on the compliance of 
the Russian Federation with its obliga-
tions as a member of the World Trade 
Organization, and for other purposes. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs. 

BIGGERT). Pursuant to House Resolu-
tion 808, the amendment in the nature 
of a substitute consisting of the text of 
Rules Committee Print 112–33 is adopt-
ed and the bill, as amended, is consid-
ered read. 

The text of the bill, as amended, is as 
follows: 

H.R. 6156 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS. 

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as 
the ‘‘Russia and Moldova Jackson-Vanik Repeal 
and Sergei Magnitsky Rule of Law Account-
ability Act of 2012’’. 

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con-
tents for this Act is as follows: 
Sec. 1. Short title; table of contents. 
TITLE I—PERMANENT NORMAL TRADE RE-

LATIONS FOR THE RUSSIAN FEDERA-
TION 

Sec. 101. Findings. 
Sec. 102. Termination of application of title IV 

of the Trade Act of 1974 to prod-
ucts of the Russian Federation. 

TITLE II—TRADE ENFORCEMENT MEAS-
URES RELATING TO THE RUSSIAN FED-
ERATION 

Sec. 201. Reports on implementation by the 
Russian Federation of obligations 
as a member of the World Trade 
Organization and enforcement ac-
tions by the United States Trade 
Representative. 

Sec. 202. Promotion of the rule of law in the 
Russian Federation to support 
United States trade and invest-
ment. 

Sec. 203. Reports on laws, policies, and prac-
tices of the Russian Federation 
that discriminate against United 
States digital trade. 

Sec. 204. Efforts to reduce barriers to trade im-
posed by the Russian Federation. 

TITLE III—PERMANENT NORMAL TRADE 
RELATIONS FOR MOLDOVA 

Sec. 301. Findings. 
Sec. 302. Termination of application of title IV 

of the Trade Act of 1974 to prod-
ucts of Moldova. 

TITLE IV—SERGEI MAGNITSKY RULE OF 
LAW ACCOUNTABILITY ACT OF 2012 

Sec. 401. Short title. 
Sec. 402. Findings; Sense of Congress. 
Sec. 403. Definitions. 
Sec. 404. Identification of persons responsible 

for the detention, abuse, and 
death of Sergei Magnitsky and 
other gross violations of human 
rights. 

Sec. 405. Inadmissibility of certain aliens. 
Sec. 406. Financial measures. 
Sec. 407. Report to Congress. 

TITLE I—PERMANENT NORMAL TRADE RE-
LATIONS FOR THE RUSSIAN FEDERA-
TION 

SEC. 101. FINDINGS. 
Congress finds the following: 
(1) The Russian Federation allows its citizens 

the right and opportunity to emigrate, free of 
any heavy tax on emigration or on the visas or 
other documents required for emigration and 
free of any tax, levy, fine, fee, or other charge 
on any citizens as a consequence of the desire of 
those citizens to emigrate to the country of their 
choice. 

(2) The Russian Federation has been found to 
be in full compliance with the freedom of emi-
gration requirements under title IV of the Trade 
Act of 1974 (19 U.S.C. 2431 et seq.) since 1994. 

(3) The Russian Federation has received nor-
mal trade relations treatment since concluding a 
bilateral trade agreement with the United States 
that entered into force in 1992. 

(4) On December 16, 2011, the Ministerial Con-
ference of the World Trade Organization invited 
the Russian Federation to accede to the World 
Trade Organization. 
SEC. 102. TERMINATION OF APPLICATION OF 

TITLE IV OF THE TRADE ACT OF 1974 
TO PRODUCTS OF THE RUSSIAN FED-
ERATION. 

(a) PRESIDENTIAL DETERMINATIONS AND EX-
TENSION OF NONDISCRIMINATORY TREATMENT.— 
Notwithstanding any provision of title IV of the 
Trade Act of 1974 (19 U.S.C. 2431 et seq.), the 
President may— 

(1) determine that such title should no longer 
apply to the Russian Federation; and 

(2) after making a determination under para-
graph (1) with respect to the Russian Federa-
tion, proclaim the extension of nondiscrim-
inatory treatment (normal trade relations treat-
ment) to the products of the Russian Federa-
tion. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE OF NONDISCRIMINATORY 
TREATMENT.—The extension of nondiscrim-
inatory treatment to the products of the Russian 
Federation pursuant to subsection (a) shall be 
effective not sooner than the effective date of 
the accession of the Russian Federation to the 
World Trade Organization. 

(c) TERMINATION OF APPLICABILITY OF TITLE 
IV.—On and after the effective date under sub-
section (b) of the extension of nondiscriminatory 
treatment to the products of the Russian Fed-
eration, title IV of the Trade Act of 1974 (19 
U.S.C. 2431 et seq.) shall cease to apply to the 
Russian Federation. 

TITLE II—TRADE ENFORCEMENT MEAS-
URES RELATING TO THE RUSSIAN FED-
ERATION 

SEC. 201. REPORTS ON IMPLEMENTATION BY THE 
RUSSIAN FEDERATION OF OBLIGA-
TIONS AS A MEMBER OF THE WORLD 
TRADE ORGANIZATION AND EN-
FORCEMENT ACTIONS BY THE 
UNITED STATES TRADE REPRESENT-
ATIVE. 

(a) REPORTS ON IMPLEMENTATION.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than one year after 

the effective date under section 102(b) of the ex-
tension of nondiscriminatory treatment to the 
products of the Russian Federation, and annu-
ally thereafter, the United States Trade Rep-
resentative shall submit to the Committee on Fi-
nance of the Senate and the Committee on Ways 

and Means of the House of Representatives a re-
port assessing the following: 

(A) The extent to which the Russian Federa-
tion is implementing the WTO Agreement (as de-
fined in section 2 of the Uruguay Round Agree-
ments Act (19 U.S.C. 3501)) and the following 
agreements annexed to that Agreement: 

(i) The Agreement on the Application of Sani-
tary and Phytosanitary Measures (referred to in 
section 101(d)(3) of the Uruguay Round Agree-
ments Act (19 U.S.C. 3511(d)(3))). 

(ii) The Agreement on Trade-Related Aspects 
of Intellectual Property Rights (referred to in 
section 101(d)(15) of the Uruguay Round Agree-
ments Act (19 U.S.C. 3511(d)(15))). 

(B) The progress made by the Russian Federa-
tion in acceding to, and the extent to which the 
Russian Federation is implementing, the fol-
lowing: 

(i) The Ministerial Declaration on Trade in 
Information Technology Products of the World 
Trade Organization, agreed to at Singapore De-
cember 13, 1996 (commonly referred to as the 
‘‘Information Technology Agreement’’) (or a 
successor agreement). 

(ii) The Agreement on Government Procure-
ment (referred to in section 101(d)(17) of the 
Uruguay Round Agreements Act (19 U.S.C. 
3511(d)(17))). 

(2) PLAN FOR ACTION BY TRADE REPRESENTA-
TIVE.— 

(A) IN GENERAL.—If, in preparing a report re-
quired by paragraph (1), the Trade Representa-
tive believes that the Russian Federation is not 
fully implementing an agreement specified in 
subparagraph (A) or (B) of that paragraph or 
that the Russian Federation is not making ade-
quate progress in acceding to an agreement 
specified in subparagraph (B) of that para-
graph, the Trade Representative shall, except as 
provided in subparagraph (B) of this para-
graph, include in the report a description of the 
actions the Trade Representative plans to take 
to encourage the Russian Federation to improve 
its implementation of the agreement or increase 
its progress in acceding to the agreement, as the 
case may be. 

(B) CLASSIFIED INFORMATION.—If any infor-
mation regarding a planned action referred to in 
subparagraph (A) is classifiable under Executive 
Order 13526 (75 Fed. Reg. 707; relating to classi-
fied national security information) or a subse-
quent Executive order, the Trade Representative 
shall report that information to the Committee 
on Finance of the Senate and the Committee on 
Ways and Means of the House of Representa-
tives by— 

(i) including the information in a classified 
annex to the report required by paragraph (1); 
or 

(ii) consulting with the Committee on Finance 
and the Committee on Ways and Means with re-
spect to the information instead of including the 
information in the report or a classified annex 
to the report. 

(3) PUBLIC COMMENTS.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—In developing the report re-

quired by paragraph (1), the Trade Representa-
tive shall provide an opportunity for the public 
to comment, including by holding a public hear-
ing. 

(B) PUBLICATION IN FEDERAL REGISTER.—The 
Trade Representative shall publish notice of the 
opportunity to comment and hearing required 
by subparagraph (A) in the Federal Register. 

(b) REPORT ON ENFORCEMENT ACTIONS TAKEN 
BY TRADE REPRESENTATIVE.—Not later than 180 
days after the effective date under section 102(b) 
of the extension of nondiscriminatory treatment 
to the products of the Russian Federation, and 
annually thereafter, the United States Trade 
Representative shall submit to the Committee on 
Finance of the Senate and the Committee on 
Ways and Means of the House of Representa-
tives a report describing the enforcement actions 
taken by the Trade Representative against the 
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Russian Federation to ensure the full compli-
ance of the Russian Federation with its obliga-
tions as a member of the World Trade Organiza-
tion, including obligations under agreements 
with members of the Working Party on the ac-
cession of the Russian Federation to the World 
Trade Organization. 
SEC. 202. PROMOTION OF THE RULE OF LAW IN 

THE RUSSIAN FEDERATION TO SUP-
PORT UNITED STATES TRADE AND 
INVESTMENT. 

(a) REPORTS ON PROMOTION OF RULE OF 
LAW.—Not later than one year after the effec-
tive date under section 102(b) of the extension of 
nondiscriminatory treatment to the products of 
the Russian Federation, and annually there-
after, the United States Trade Representative 
and the Secretary of State shall jointly submit 
to the Committee on Finance of the Senate and 
the Committee on Ways and Means of the House 
of Representatives a report— 

(1) on the measures taken by the Trade Rep-
resentative and the Secretary and the results 
achieved during the year preceding the submis-
sion of the report with respect to promoting the 
rule of law in the Russian Federation, including 
with respect to— 

(A) strengthening formal protections for 
United States investors in the Russian Federa-
tion, including through the negotiation of a new 
bilateral investment treaty; 

(B) advocating for United States investors in 
the Russian Federation, including by promoting 
the claims of United States investors in Yukos 
Oil Company; 

(C) encouraging all countries that are parties 
to the Convention on Combating Bribery of For-
eign Public Officials in International Business 
Transactions of the Organisation for Economic 
Co-operation and Development, done at Paris 
December 17, 1997 (commonly referred to as the 
‘‘OECD Anti-Bribery Convention’’), including 
the Russian Federation, to fully implement their 
commitments under the Convention to prevent 
overseas business bribery by the nationals of 
those countries; 

(D) promoting a customs administration, tax 
administration, and judiciary in the Russia 
Federation that are free of corruption; and 

(E) increasing cooperation between the United 
States and the Russian Federation to expand 
the capacity for civil society organizations to 
monitor, investigate, and report on suspected in-
stances of corruption; and 

(2) that discloses the status of any pending 
petition for espousal filed with the Secretary by 
a United States investor in the Russian Federa-
tion. 

(b) ANTI-BRIBERY REPORTING AND ASSIST-
ANCE.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Commerce 
shall establish and maintain a dedicated phone 
hotline and secure website, accessible from with-
in and outside the Russian Federation, for the 
purpose of allowing United States entities— 

(A) to report instances of bribery, attempted 
bribery, or other forms of corruption in the Rus-
sian Federation that impact or potentially im-
pact their operations; and 

(B) to request the assistance of the United 
States with respect to issues relating to corrup-
tion in the Russian Federation. 

(2) REPORT REQUIRED.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than one year 

after the effective date under section 102(b) of 
the extension of nondiscriminatory treatment to 
the products of the Russian Federation, and an-
nually thereafter, the Secretary of Commerce 
shall submit to the Committee on Finance of the 
Senate and the Committee on Ways and Means 
of the House of Representatives a report that in-
cludes the following: 

(i) The number of instances in which bribery, 
attempted bribery, or other forms of corruption 
have been reported using the hotline or website 
established pursuant to paragraph (1). 

(ii) A description of the regions in the Russian 
Federation in which those instances are alleged 
to have occurred. 

(iii) A summary of actions taken by the 
United States to provide assistance to United 
States entities pursuant to paragraph (1)(B). 

(iv) A description of the efforts taken by the 
Secretary to inform United States entities con-
ducting business in the Russian Federation or 
considering conducting business in the Russian 
Federation of the availability of assistance 
through the hotline and website. 

(B) CONFIDENTIALITY.—The Secretary shall 
not include in the report required by subpara-
graph (A) the identity of a United States entity 
that reports instances of bribery, attempted brib-
ery, or other forms of corruption in the Russian 
Federation or requests assistance pursuant to 
paragraph (1). 
SEC. 203. REPORTS ON LAWS, POLICIES, AND 

PRACTICES OF THE RUSSIAN FED-
ERATION THAT DISCRIMINATE 
AGAINST UNITED STATES DIGITAL 
TRADE. 

Section 181(a) of the Trade Act of 1974 (19 
U.S.C. 2241(a)) is amended— 

(1) by redesignating paragraph (3) as para-
graph (4); and 

(2) by inserting after paragraph (2) the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(3) INCLUSION OF CERTAIN DISCRIMINATORY 
LAWS, POLICIES, AND PRACTICES OF THE RUSSIAN 
FEDERATION.—For calender year 2012 and each 
succeeding calendar year, the Trade Represent-
ative shall include in the analyses and estimates 
under paragraph (1) an identification and anal-
ysis of any laws, policies, or practices of the 
Russian Federation that deny fair and equitable 
market access to United States digital trade.’’. 
SEC. 204. EFFORTS TO REDUCE BARRIERS TO 

TRADE IMPOSED BY THE RUSSIAN 
FEDERATION. 

The United States Trade Representative shall 
continue to pursue the reduction of barriers to 
trade imposed by the Russian Federation on ar-
ticles exported from the United States to the 
Russian Federation through efforts— 

(1) to negotiate a bilateral agreement under 
which the Russian Federation will accept the 
sanitary and phytosanitary measures of the 
United States as equivalent to the sanitary and 
phytosanitary measures of the Russian Federa-
tion; and 

(2) to obtain the adoption by the Russian Fed-
eration of an action plan for providing greater 
protections for intellectual property rights than 
the protections required by the Agreement on 
Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Property 
Rights (referred to in section 101(d)(15) of the 
Uruguay Round Agreements Act (19 U.S.C. 
3511(d)(15))). 

TITLE III—PERMANENT NORMAL TRADE 
RELATIONS FOR MOLDOVA 

SEC. 301. FINDINGS. 
Congress finds the following: 
(1) Moldova allows its citizens the right and 

opportunity to emigrate, free of any heavy tax 
on emigration or on the visas or other docu-
ments required for emigration and free of any 
tax, levy, fine, fee, or other charge on any citi-
zens as a consequence of the desire of those citi-
zens to emigrate to the country of their choice. 

(2) Moldova has been found to be in full com-
pliance with the freedom of emigration require-
ments under title IV of the Trade Act of 1974 (19 
U.S.C. 2431 et seq.) since 1997. 

(3) Moldova acceded to the World Trade Orga-
nization on July 26, 2001. 
SEC. 302. TERMINATION OF APPLICATION OF 

TITLE IV OF THE TRADE ACT OF 1974 
TO PRODUCTS OF MOLDOVA. 

(a) PRESIDENTIAL DETERMINATIONS AND EX-
TENSION OF NONDISCRIMINATORY TREATMENT.— 
Notwithstanding any provision of title IV of the 
Trade Act of 1974 (19 U.S.C. 2431 et seq.), the 
President may— 

(1) determine that such title should no longer 
apply to Moldova; and 

(2) after making a determination under para-
graph (1) with respect to Moldova, proclaim the 

extension of nondiscriminatory treatment (nor-
mal trade relations treatment) to the products of 
Moldova. 

(b) TERMINATION OF APPLICABILITY OF TITLE 
IV.—On and after the date on which the Presi-
dent extends nondiscriminatory treatment to the 
products of Moldova pursuant to subsection (a), 
title IV of the Trade Act of 1974 (19 U.S.C. 2431 
et seq.) shall cease to apply to Moldova. 

TITLE IV—SERGEI MAGNITSKY RULE OF 
LAW ACCOUNTABILITY ACT OF 2012 

SEC. 401. SHORT TITLE. 
This title may be cited as the ‘‘Sergei 

Magnitsky Rule of Law Accountability Act of 
2012’’. 
SEC. 402. FINDINGS; SENSE OF CONGRESS. 

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress finds the following: 
(1) The United States aspires to a mutually 

beneficial relationship with the Russian Federa-
tion based on respect for human rights and the 
rule of law, and supports the people of the Rus-
sian Federation in their efforts to realize their 
full economic potential and to advance democ-
racy, human rights, and the rule of law. 

(2) The Russian Federation— 
(A) is a member of the United Nations, the Or-

ganization for Security and Co-operation in Eu-
rope, the Council of Europe, and the Inter-
national Monetary Fund; 

(B) has ratified the Convention against Tor-
ture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading 
Treatment or Punishment, the International 
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, and the 
United Nations Convention against Corruption; 
and 

(C) is bound by the legal obligations set forth 
in the European Convention on Human Rights. 

(3) States voluntarily commit themselves to re-
spect obligations and responsibilities through 
the adoption of international agreements and 
treaties, which must be observed in good faith in 
order to maintain the stability of the inter-
national order. Human rights are an integral 
part of international law, and lie at the founda-
tion of the international order. The protection 
of human rights, therefore, particularly in the 
case of a country that has incurred obligations 
to protect human rights under an international 
agreement to which it is a party, is not left ex-
clusively to the internal affairs of that country. 

(4) Good governance and anti-corruption 
measures are instrumental in the protection of 
human rights and in achieving sustainable eco-
nomic growth, which benefits both the people of 
the Russian Federation and the international 
community through the creation of open and 
transparent markets. 

(5) Systemic corruption erodes trust and con-
fidence in democratic institutions, the rule of 
law, and human rights protections. This is the 
case when public officials are allowed to abuse 
their authority with impunity for political or fi-
nancial gains in collusion with private entities. 

(6) The Russian nongovernmental organiza-
tion INDEM has estimated that bribes by indi-
viduals and businesses in the Russian Federa-
tion amount to hundreds of billions of dollars a 
year, an increasing share of the country’s gross 
domestic product. 

(7) Sergei Leonidovich Magnitsky died on No-
vember 16, 2009, at the age of 37, in Matrosskaya 
Tishina Prison in Moscow, Russia, and is sur-
vived by a mother, a wife, and 2 sons. 

(8) On July 6, 2011, Russian President Dimitry 
Medvedev’s Human Rights Council announced 
the results of its independent investigation into 
the death of Sergei Magnitsky. The Human 
Rights Council concluded that Sergei 
Magnitsky’s arrest and detention was illegal; he 
was denied access to justice by the courts and 
prosecutors of the Russian Federation; he was 
investigated by the same law enforcement offi-
cers whom he had accused of stealing Hermitage 
Fund companies and illegally obtaining a 
fraudulent $230,000,000 tax refund; he was de-
nied necessary medical care in custody; he was 
beaten by 8 guards with rubber batons on the 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H6403 November 16, 2012 
last day of his life; and the ambulance crew that 
was called to treat him as he was dying was de-
liberately kept outside of his cell for one hour 
and 18 minutes until he was dead. The report of 
the Human Rights Council also states the offi-
cials falsified their accounts of what happened 
to Sergei Magnitsky and, 18 months after his 
death, no officials had been brought to trial for 
his false arrest or the crime he uncovered. The 
impunity continued in April 2012, when Russian 
authorities dropped criminal charges against 
Larisa Litvinova, the head doctor at the prison 
where Magnitsky died. 

(9) The systematic abuse of Sergei Magnitsky, 
including his repressive arrest and torture in 
custody by officers of the Ministry of the Inte-
rior of the Russian Federation that Mr. 
Magnitsky had implicated in the embezzlement 
of funds from the Russian Treasury and the 
misappropriation of 3 companies from his client, 
Hermitage Capital Management, reflects how 
deeply the protection of human rights is affected 
by corruption. 

(10) The politically motivated nature of the 
persecution of Mr. Magnitsky is demonstrated 
by— 

(A) the denial by all state bodies of the Rus-
sian Federation of any justice or legal remedies 
to Mr. Magnitsky during the nearly 12 full 
months he was kept without trial in detention; 
and 

(B) the impunity since his death of state offi-
cials he testified against for their involvement in 
corruption and the carrying out of his repressive 
persecution. 

(11) The Public Oversight Commission of the 
City of Moscow for the Control of the Observ-
ance of Human Rights in Places of Forced De-
tention, an organization empowered by Russian 
law to independently monitor prison conditions, 
concluded on December 29, 2009, ‘‘A man who is 
kept in custody and is being detained is not ca-
pable of using all the necessary means to protect 
either his life or his health. This is a responsi-
bility of a state which holds him captive. There-
fore, the case of Sergei Magnitsky can be de-
scribed as a breach of the right to life. The mem-
bers of the civic supervisory commission have 
reached the conclusion that Magnitsky had 
been experiencing both psychological and phys-
ical pressure in custody, and the conditions in 
some of the wards of Butyrka can be justifiably 
called torturous. The people responsible for this 
must be punished.’’. 

(12) Sergei Magnitsky’s experience, while par-
ticularly illustrative of the negative effects of 
official corruption on the rights of an individual 
citizen, appears to be emblematic of a broader 
pattern of disregard for the numerous domestic 
and international human rights commitments of 
the Russian Federation and impunity for those 
who violate basic human rights and freedoms. 

(13) The second trial, verdict, and sentence 
against former Yukos executives Mikhail 
Khodorkovsky and Platon Lebedev evoke seri-
ous concerns about the right to a fair trial and 
the independence of the judiciary in the Rus-
sian Federation. The lack of credible charges, 
intimidation of witnesses, violations of due proc-
ess and procedural norms, falsification or with-
holding of documents, denial of attorney-client 
privilege, and illegal detention in the Yukos 
case are highly troubling. The Council of Eu-
rope, Freedom House, and Amnesty Inter-
national, among others, have concluded that 
they were charged and imprisoned in a process 
that did not follow the rule of law and was po-
litically influenced. Furthermore, senior offi-
cials of the Government of the Russian Federa-
tion, including First Deputy Prime Minister Igor 
Shuvalov, have acknowledged that the arrest 
and imprisonment of Khodorkovsky were politi-
cally motivated. 

(14) According to Freedom House’s 2011 report 
entitled ‘‘The Perpetual Battle: Corruption in 
the Former Soviet Union and the New EU Mem-
bers’’, ‘‘[t]he highly publicized cases of Sergei 
Magnitsky, a 37-year-old lawyer who died in 

pretrial detention in November 2009 after expos-
ing a multimillion-dollar fraud against the Rus-
sian taxpayer, and Mikhail Khodorkovsky, the 
jailed business magnate and regime critic who 
was sentenced at the end of 2010 to remain in 
prison through 2017, put an international spot-
light on the Russian state’s contempt for the 
rule of law. . . . By silencing influential and ac-
complished figures such as Khodorkovsky and 
Magnitsky, the Russian authorities have made 
it abundantly clear that anyone in Russia can 
be silenced.’’. 

(15) The tragic and unresolved murders of 
Nustap Abdurakhmanov, Maksharip Aushev, 
Natalya Estemirova, Akhmed Hadjimagomedov, 
Umar Israilov, Paul Klebnikov, Anna 
Politkovskaya, Saihadji Saihadjiev, and 
Magomed Y. Yevloyev, the death in custody of 
Vera Trifonova, the disappearances of 
Mokhmadsalakh Masaev and Said-Saleh 
Ibragimov, the torture of Ali Israilov and Islam 
Umarpashaev, the near-fatal beatings of Mi-
khail Beketov, Oleg Kashin, Arkadiy Lander, 
and Mikhail Vinyukov, and the harsh and on-
going imprisonment of Mikhail Khodorkovsky, 
Alexei Kozlov, Platon Lebedev, and Fyodor 
Mikheev further illustrate the grave danger of 
exposing the wrongdoing of officials of the Gov-
ernment of the Russian Federation, including 
Chechen leader Ramzan Kadyrov, or of seeking 
to obtain, exercise, defend, or promote inter-
nationally recognized human rights and free-
doms. 

(b) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of 
Congress that the United States should continue 
to strongly support, and provide assistance to, 
the efforts of the Russian people to establish a 
vibrant democratic political system that respects 
individual liberties and human rights, including 
by enhancing the provision of objective informa-
tion through all relevant media, such as Radio 
Liberty and the internet. The Russian Govern-
ment’s suppression of dissent and political oppo-
sition, the limitations it has imposed on civil so-
ciety and independent media, and the deteriora-
tion of economic and political freedom inside 
Russia are of profound concern to the United 
States Government and to the American people. 
SEC. 403. DEFINITIONS. 

In this title: 
(1) ADMITTED; ALIEN.—The terms ‘‘admitted’’ 

and ‘‘alien’’ have the meanings given those 
terms in section 101 of the Immigration and Na-
tionality Act (8 U.S.C. 1101). 

(2) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES.—The term ‘‘appropriate congressional 
committees’’ means— 

(A) the Committee on Armed Services, the 
Committee on Financial Services, the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs, the Committee on Homeland 
Security, and the Committee on the Judiciary of 
the House of Representatives; and 

(B) the Committee on Armed Services, the 
Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Af-
fairs, the Committee on Foreign Relations, the 
Committee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs, and the Committee on the Judi-
ciary of the Senate. 

(3) FINANCIAL INSTITUTION.—The term ‘‘finan-
cial institution’’ has the meaning given that 
term in section 5312 of title 31, United States 
Code. 

(4) UNITED STATES PERSON.—The term ‘‘United 
States person’’ means— 

(A) a United States citizen or an alien law-
fully admitted for permanent residence to the 
United States; or 

(B) an entity organized under the laws of the 
United States or of any jurisdiction within the 
United States, including a foreign branch of 
such an entity. 
SEC. 404. IDENTIFICATION OF PERSONS RESPON-

SIBLE FOR THE DETENTION, ABUSE, 
AND DEATH OF SERGEI MAGNITSKY 
AND OTHER GROSS VIOLATIONS OF 
HUMAN RIGHTS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 120 days 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, the 

President shall submit to the appropriate con-
gressional committees a list of each person who 
the President determines, based on credible in-
formation— 

(1) is responsible for the detention, abuse, or 
death of Sergei Magnitsky, participated in ef-
forts to conceal the legal liability for the deten-
tion, abuse, or death of Sergei Magnitsky, fi-
nancially benefitted from the detention, abuse, 
or death of Sergei Magnitsky, or was involved in 
the criminal conspiracy uncovered by Sergei 
Magnitsky; 

(2) is responsible for extrajudicial killings, tor-
ture, or other gross violations of internationally 
recognized human rights committed against in-
dividuals seeking— 

(A) to expose illegal activity carried out by of-
ficials of the Government of the Russian Federa-
tion; or 

(B) to obtain, exercise, defend, or promote 
internationally recognized human rights and 
freedoms, such as the freedoms of religion, ex-
pression, association, and assembly, and the 
rights to a fair trial and democratic elections, in 
Russia; or 

(3) acted as an agent of or on behalf of a per-
son in a matter relating to an activity described 
in paragraph (1) or (2). 

(b) UPDATES.—The President shall submit to 
the appropriate congressional committees an up-
date of the list required by subsection (a) as new 
information becomes available. 

(c) FORM.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The list required by sub-

section (a) shall be submitted in unclassified 
form. 

(2) EXCEPTION.—The name of a person to be 
included in the list required by subsection (a) 
may be submitted in a classified annex only if 
the President— 

(A) determines that it is vital for the national 
security interests of the United States to do so; 

(B) uses the annex in such a manner con-
sistent with congressional intent and the pur-
poses of this Act; and 

(C) 15 days prior to submitting the name in a 
classified annex, provides to the appropriate 
congressional committees notice of, and a jus-
tification for, including or continuing to include 
each person in the classified annex despite any 
publicly available credible information indi-
cating that the person engaged in an activity 
described in paragraph (1), (2), or (3) of sub-
section (a). 

(3) CONSIDERATION OF DATA FROM OTHER 
COUNTRIES AND NONGOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZA-
TIONS.—In preparing the list required by sub-
section (a), the President shall consider infor-
mation provided by the chairperson and ranking 
member of each of the appropriate congressional 
committees and credible data obtained by other 
countries and nongovernmental organizations, 
including organizations inside Russia, that 
monitor the human rights abuses of the Govern-
ment of the Russian Federation. 

(4) PUBLIC AVAILABILITY.—The unclassified 
portion of the list required by subsection (a) 
shall be made available to the public and pub-
lished in the Federal Register. 

(d) REMOVAL FROM LIST.—A person may be 
removed from the list required by subsection (a) 
if the President determines and reports to the 
appropriate congressional committees not less 
than 15 days prior to the removal of the person 
from the list that— 

(1) credible information exists that the person 
did not engage in the activity for which the per-
son was added to the list; 

(2) the person has been prosecuted appro-
priately for the activity in which the person en-
gaged; or 

(3) the person has credibly demonstrated a sig-
nificant change in behavior, has paid an appro-
priate consequence for the activities in which 
the person engaged, and has credibly committed 
to not engage in the types of activities specified 
in paragraphs (1) through (3) of subsection (a). 

(e) REQUESTS BY CHAIRPERSON AND RANKING 
MEMBER OF APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COM-
MITTEES.— 
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(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 120 days after 

receiving a written request from the chairperson 
and ranking member of one of the appropriate 
congressional committees with respect to wheth-
er a person meets the criteria for being added to 
the list required by subsection (a), the President 
shall submit a response to the chairperson and 
ranking member of the committee which made 
the request with respect to the status of the per-
son. 

(2) FORM.—The President may submit a re-
sponse required by paragraph (1) in classified 
form if the President determines that it is nec-
essary for the national security interests of the 
United States to do so. 

(3) REMOVAL.—If the President removes from 
the list required by subsection (a) a person who 
has been placed on the list at the request of the 
chairperson and ranking member of one of the 
appropriate congressional committees, the Presi-
dent shall provide the chairperson and ranking 
member with any information that contributed 
to the removal decision. The President may sub-
mit such information in classified form if the 
President determines that such is necessary for 
the national security interests of the United 
States. 

(f) NONAPPLICABILITY OF CONFIDENTIALITY 
REQUIREMENT WITH RESPECT TO VISA 
RECORDS.—The President shall publish the list 
required by subsection (a) without regard to the 
requirements of section 222(f) of the Immigration 
and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1202(f)) with re-
spect to confidentiality of records pertaining to 
the issuance or refusal of visas or permits to 
enter the United States. 
SEC. 405. INADMISSIBILITY OF CERTAIN ALIENS. 

(a) INELIGIBILITY FOR VISAS.—An alien is in-
eligible to receive a visa to enter the United 
States and ineligible to be admitted to the 
United States if the alien is on the list required 
by section 404(a). 

(b) CURRENT VISAS REVOKED.—The Secretary 
of State shall revoke, in accordance with section 
221(i) of the Immigration and Nationality Act (8 
U.S.C. 1201(i)), the visa or other documentation 
of any alien who would be ineligible to receive 
such a visa or documentation under subsection 
(a) of this section. 

(c) WAIVER FOR NATIONAL SECURITY INTER-
ESTS.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of State may 
waive the application of subsection (a) or (b) in 
the case of an alien if— 

(A) the Secretary determines that such a 
waiver— 

(i) is necessary to permit the United States to 
comply with the Agreement between the United 
Nations and the United States of America re-
garding the Headquarters of the United Nations, 
signed June 26, 1947, and entered into force No-
vember 21, 1947, or other applicable inter-
national obligations of the United States; or 

(ii) is in the national security interests of the 
United States; and 

(B) prior to granting such a waiver, the Sec-
retary provides to the appropriate congressional 
committees notice of, and a justification for, the 
waiver. 

(2) TIMING FOR CERTAIN WAIVERS.—Notifica-
tion under subparagraph (B) of paragraph (1) 
shall be made not later than 15 days prior to 
granting a waiver under such paragraph if the 
Secretary grants such waiver in the national se-
curity interests of the United States in accord-
ance with subparagraph (A)(ii) of such para-
graph. 

(d) REGULATORY AUTHORITY.—The Secretary 
of State shall prescribe such regulations as are 
necessary to carry out this section. 
SEC. 406. FINANCIAL MEASURES. 

(a) FREEZING OF ASSETS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The President shall exercise 

all powers granted by the International Emer-
gency Economic Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1701 et 
seq.) (except that the requirements of section 202 
of such Act (50 U.S.C. 1701) shall not apply) to 

the extent necessary to freeze and prohibit all 
transactions in all property and interests in 
property of a person who is on the list required 
by section 404(a) of this Act if such property 
and interests in property are in the United 
States, come within the United States, or are or 
come within the possession or control of a 
United States person. 

(2) EXCEPTION.—Paragraph (1) shall not 
apply to persons included on the classified 
annex under section 404(c)(2) if the President 
determines that such an exception is vital for 
the national security interests of the United 
States. 

(b) WAIVER FOR NATIONAL SECURITY INTER-
ESTS.—The Secretary of the Treasury may waive 
the application of subsection (a) if the Secretary 
determines that such a waiver is in the national 
security interests of the United States. Not less 
than 15 days prior to granting such a waiver, 
the Secretary shall provide to the appropriate 
congressional committees notice of, and a jus-
tification for, the waiver. 

(c) ENFORCEMENT.— 
(1) PENALTIES.—A person that violates, at-

tempts to violate, conspires to violate, or causes 
a violation of this section or any regulation, li-
cense, or order issued to carry out this section 
shall be subject to the penalties set forth in sub-
sections (b) and (c) of section 206 of the Inter-
national Emergency Economic Powers Act (50 
U.S.C. 1705) to the same extent as a person that 
commits an unlawful act described in subsection 
(a) of such section. 

(2) REQUIREMENTS FOR FINANCIAL INSTITU-
TIONS.—Not later than 120 days after the date of 
the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of the 
Treasury shall prescribe or amend regulations 
as needed to require each financial institution 
that is a United States person and has within its 
possession or control assets that are property or 
interests in property of a person who is on the 
list required by section 404(a) if such property 
and interests in property are in the United 
States to certify to the Secretary that, to the 
best of the knowledge of the financial institu-
tion, the financial institution has frozen all as-
sets within the possession or control of the fi-
nancial institution that are required to be fro-
zen pursuant to subsection (a). 

(d) REGULATORY AUTHORITY.—The Secretary 
of the Treasury shall issue such regulations, li-
censes, and orders as are necessary to carry out 
this section. 
SEC. 407. REPORT TO CONGRESS. 

Not later than one year after the date of the 
enactment of this Act and annually thereafter, 
the Secretary of State and the Secretary of the 
Treasury shall submit to the appropriate con-
gressional committees a report on— 

(1) the actions taken to carry out this title, in-
cluding— 

(A) the number of persons added to or re-
moved from the list required by section 404(a) 
during the year preceding the report, the dates 
on which such persons have been added or re-
moved, and the reasons for adding or removing 
them; and 

(B) if few or no such persons have been added 
to that list during that year, the reasons for not 
adding more such persons to the list; and 

(2) efforts by the executive branch to encour-
age the governments of other countries to impose 
sanctions that are similar to the sanctions im-
posed under this title. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The bill 
shall be debatable for 90 minutes, with 
60 minutes equally divided and con-
trolled by the chair and ranking minor-
ity member of the Committee on Ways 
and Means and 30 minutes equally di-
vided and controlled by the chair and 
ranking minority member of the Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs. 

The gentleman from Michigan (Mr. 
CAMP) and the gentleman from Michi-

gan (Mr. LEVIN) each will control 30 
minutes. The gentleman from Indiana 
(Mr. BURTON) and the gentleman from 
California (Mr. BERMAN) each will con-
trol 15 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Indiana (Mr. BURTON). 

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Madam 
Speaker, I’m very happy to yield to the 
very competent leader of the Foreign 
Affairs Committee, Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN, 
for such time as she may consume. 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. I thank the 
gentleman from Indiana for the time. 

I plan to vote for this bill, H.R. 6156, 
even though I remain strongly opposed 
to granting Russia permanent normal 
trade relations, or PNTR, at this time, 
and I would like to explain the reasons 
why. 

Those who argue for granting Russia 
PNTR, which has, until now, been pre-
vented by what is known as the Jack-
son-Vanik amendment, focus on the 
supposed bilateral trade benefits; but 
the issue that concerns me and many 
Members is not trade, but human 
rights. 

Advocates of repeal say that the 
Jackson-Vanik amendment is outdated 
and purely symbolic and, therefore, 
should be disregarded. But in the area 
of human rights, Madam Speaker, sym-
bols can have a very great importance. 

Over the years, Jackson-Vanik has 
become a sign of the continuing U.S. 
commitment to human rights in Russia 
and elsewhere. Repealing the amend-
ment could very well be interpreted as 
an indication that our commitment is 
now weakening. This would be a ter-
rible signal to send at a time when 
Vladimir Putin is in the process of im-
posing ever-tighter restrictions on all 
opposition to his regime, especially 
democratic activists and any others 
who dare to defy the authorities. 

I also oppose granting Russia PNTR 
at this time because it is but one more 
concession by the United States in pur-
suit of the President’s failed reset of 
relations with Moscow, which among 
other measures includes the one-sided 
New START Treaty, the retrenching of 
NATO’s planned missile defense system 
against Iranian missiles, and Russia’s 
entry into the World Trade Organiza-
tion. And now Moscow is being given 
PNTR even as it pursues policies in 
Iran and elsewhere that undermine 
U.S. interests. 

Nevertheless, despite my objections, 
I will vote for the bill because it is the 
only way of securing passage for H.R. 
4405, the Magnitsky Act, which has 
been incorporated into this bill as title 
IV. 

By requiring the President to pub-
licly identify and impose sanctions on 
human rights violators in Russia, espe-
cially those involved in the death of 
Sergei Magnitsky and the subsequent 
coverup, this legislation will make 
clear that the U.S. remains fully com-
mitted to advancing democracy and 
human rights in that country. These 
are more than just symbolic steps. The 
proof comes from the threats by the 
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Kremlin of retaliation if Congress 
dares to act because the regime fears 
that senior officials will be publicly 
implicated. 

The administration tried very hard 
to prevent the Magnitsky Act from 
moving forward and gave way only 
when faced with overwhelming bipar-
tisan support for it in both the House 
and the Senate, making it a pre-
condition for passage of PNTR. 

In particular, the administration has 
tried to remove a requirement that the 
list of officials and others be made pub-
lic and has pushed hard to be allowed 
to keep some of those names classified. 
But keeping the names secret is ex-
actly what the Kremlin hopes to do. 
Therefore, although the legislation 
does allow the President to put the 
names of some violators on a classified 
list, this exception can only be used 
when the President determines that it 
is vital to U.S. national security inter-
ests, and he must justify such action to 
us in the Congress. 

So, to erase any doubt, let me state 
for the record that the clear intent of 
Congress is that this exception will be 
used only in rare cases, and that mis-
use by the administration will quickly 
prompt a strong response. 

b 0920 

Let me close by saying, Madam 
Speaker, that on this third anniversary 
of the death of Sergei Magnitsky, while 
in police custody, we in Congress are 
united in our support for those fighting 
for democracy and human rights in 
Russia, and will stand with them in 
this time of repression until they have 
triumphed and their country has taken 
its rightful place among the democ-
racies of the world. 

Mr. BERMAN. Madam Speaker, I 
yield myself 4 minutes. 

Madam Speaker, I rise in support of 
H.R. 6156, the Russia and Moldova 
Jackson-Vanik Repeal and Sergei 
Magnitsky Rule of Law Accountability 
Act of 2012. 

The Jackson-Vanik amendment is a 
good example of the power of legisla-
tion to promote positive change. In 
1974, when it was adopted, the right to 
emigrate was being denied to many 
people in many non-market countries, 
most notably the Soviet Union. 

By limiting normal trade relations, 
Jackson-Vanik helped pressure coun-
tries to change their restrictive immi-
gration policies, and in the case of the 
Soviet Union, to allow the immigration 
of Soviet Jews and many other groups 
previously precluded from leaving to 
go to the United States to Israel and to 
other countries. 

We continue to have very serious 
concerns about the human rights situa-
tion in Russia, but as the specific root 
causes of Jackson-Vanik no longer 
exist, it has been waived for Russia 
every year since 1989. 

The important piece of legislation we 
are considering today repeals the Jack-
son-Vanik amendment with respect to 
Russia and Moldova, grants Russia per-

manent normal trade relations, and in-
cludes an important new provision to 
address human rights violations in 
Russia. Adherence to accepted stand-
ards of both trade and human rights 
are important to America and to a 
fruitful U.S.-Russia relationship. 

Russia joined the WTO in August of 
this year, and is now subject to WTO 
fair-trade disciplines and dispute reso-
lution procedures. Enactment of this 
bill is necessary for U.S. exporters to 
benefit from the WTO rules and the en-
hanced market access in pursuing 
trade with Russia. It will also afford us 
an additional mechanism to protect in-
tellectual property rights, including 
over the Internet. 

Although Russia once was a small 
player in world trade, its imports have 
shot up by 80 percent since 2005, 20 per-
cent just last year. If we don’t pass this 
bill, American companies will be oper-
ating at a disadvantage and have a 
harder time tapping into this growing 
market. 

This is also an important step for 
strengthening democratic norms in 
Russia. Over the past several years, the 
Russian people have demonstrated a 
new-found confidence in questioning 
their government. We hope that in-
creased trade with Western nations, in-
cluding the U.S., will bring greater 
transparency to the Russian economic 
system, and it will help grow the mid-
dle class, which is at the forefront of 
demanding improved democratic gov-
ernance and the rule of law. 

Regrettably, Russia remains one of 
the least free countries in Europe, and 
it is important that we continue to 
raise serious concerns about its dismal 
record on democracy, human rights, 
and the rule of law. 

In addition to Sergei Magnitsky’s 
tragic death, we are deeply concerned 
about a range of human rights viola-
tions including extrajudicial killings, 
detention, torture of those expressing 
opposing views, the serious irregular-
ities in elections, and legislation en-
acted by several city councils, includ-
ing Saint Petersburg, to restrict the 
rights of Russia’s LGBT community. 

The Magnitsky provisions would 
place restrictions on the financial ac-
tivities and travel of Russians con-
nected to various human rights viola-
tions. The names of these human rights 
violators would be publicly available, 
unless the administration determines 
that the individual must be placed on a 
classified list. 

The intent of these provisions is for 
the administration to use the classified 
list only under the prescribed set of 
circumstances outlined in the bill, and 
our expectation is that the use of the 
classified list will be the exception, not 
the rule. 

Madam Speaker, I support this legis-
lation and encourage my colleagues to 
support it as well. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Madam 
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that 

all Members may have 5 legislative 
days to revise and extend their re-
marks and to insert extraneous mate-
rial on the bill, H.R. 6156. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Indiana? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Madam 

Speaker, I yield whatever time he may 
consume to the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. ROYCE), a leader on the For-
eign Affairs Committee. 

Mr. ROYCE. Madam Speaker, please 
excuse my voice today, but I did want 
to rise in support of this legislation, 
and also to associate myself with the 
observations made by my colleague, 
Congressman BERMAN, and certainly 
with Congressman BURTON. 

The legislation here that was origi-
nally enacted in 1974, Congressman 
HOWARD BERMAN is quite correct, this, 
during the Cold War, did play a very 
key role with respect to immigration. 
But today, that is long over. And with 
Russia joining the WTO in August, we 
have a problem here in the United 
States, and that is, Russia, in doing so, 
made tariff cuts for every country in 
the world except the United States. 
This bill would correct that. And of 
course, without this legislation, ex-
porters here in the United States would 
lose. 

I’ve never viewed Jackson-Vanik as 
an impediment to Russian relations 
today. But neither do I see it as very 
helpful in pressing Russia on issues 
like Iran or their conduct toward 
Syria. Russian opposition level leaders, 
however, and Russian civil society, and 
the Russian press, what free press re-
mains in Russia today, really support 
this legislation. 

I think what this legislation intends 
is sort of a mutually beneficial rela-
tionship with Russia, based on the rule 
of law, based on human rights. That’s 
the hope. It includes the Sergei 
Magnitsky legislation that came out of 
the Foreign Affairs Committee, of 
which I’m an original cosponsor, and I 
do think we owe a debt of gratitude to 
Chairman ROS-LEHTINEN for her deter-
mination to have that provision in the 
legislation. 

I think if we reflect on the words of 
the Russian opposition in their Par-
liament, one said recently, this provi-
sion is very pro-Russian. It helps de-
fend us in Russia from criminals. It 
helps defend us from criminals who kill 
our citizens, who steal our money and 
then hide it abroad. And that’s the 
point. That’s what we’re trying to do in 
that provision. 

And this bill, liberalizing trade while 
at the same time staying true to 
human rights, should have passed 
months ago. Sometimes we have a de-
bate with the administration, in this 
particular case it was over the question 
of sort of quiet diplomacy with Russia, 
or whether we were going to speak out 
forcefully on these human rights provi-
sions. I do not prefer silence on issues 
such as this. 
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I think that the systemic corruption 

we’re seeing today in Moscow, and the 
abuse of power we’re seeing from the 
regime, really demand inclusion of 
these provisions. And I think, thank-
fully, a bipartisan group in Congress, 
including HOWARD BERMAN, including 
Congresswoman ROS-LEHTINEN and oth-
ers, stuck it out, came together on this 
and insured the inclusion in this bill of 
these provisions in memory of Sergei 
Magnitsky, in order to take a stand. 
And I think that is the right course. I 
encourage all my colleagues to pass 
this legislation. 

b 0930 

Mr. BERMAN. Madam Speaker, I 
yield myself 15 seconds. 

The gentleman from Massachusetts 
is the cochair of the Tom Lantos Com-
mission on Human Rights; but I think 
particularly I want to recognize him 
because, in addition to everyone named 
so far, a very key player in all of this 
has been this gentleman from Massa-
chusetts, and he has made tremendous 
efforts on these Magnitsky provisions. 

So as we now move this bill to pas-
sage, I recognize chairman of the Tom 
Lantos Commission on Human Rights, 
a gentleman who has worked on this 
bill for 3 years and who has been a 
leader on human rights issues all over 
the world. With thanks for his efforts 
and passion over this part of the legis-
lation, I yield 2 minutes to the gen-
tleman from Massachusetts (Mr. 
MCGOVERN). 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Madam Speaker, I 
want to thank the distinguished rank-
ing member of the Foreign Affairs 
Committee for all of his efforts and 
support on this and on so many other 
issues. It is a privilege to serve with 
him. I also want to thank the chair-
woman of the Foreign Affairs Com-
mittee, ILEANA ROS-LEHTINEN. Both of 
these individuals are responsible for 
making sure the final version of the 
Magnitsky Act included in this bill is 
strong, workable, and precedent-set-
ting. It is a major piece of human 
rights legislation, and I am very, very 
grateful for their leadership. 

Madam Speaker, today is the third 
anniversary of the death of Sergei 
Magnitsky, in whose honor title IV of 
this bill is named. He died on Novem-
ber 16, 2009, after enduring torture and 
beatings while being imprisoned for 
blowing the whistle on the largest tax 
fraud in Russian history. He did the 
right thing, and he paid for it with his 
life at the hands of brutal and corrupt 
Russian officials. His case remains in 
impunity. 

Yet, under title IV of this bill, the 
United States will not stand by si-
lently and let his killers and abusers 
and those who covered up these crimes 
get away with it. Those identified as 
responsible for these crimes will be 
named, their assets frozen, and a visa 
ban imposed. 

We won’t be acting alone. On Sep-
tember 26, the European Parliament 
unanimously adopted a resolution rec-

ommending that the European Union 
establish a common list of officials re-
sponsible for the death and cover-up of 
Sergei Magnitsky and to impose an 
EU-wide visa ban on these officials and 
freeze any financial assets they may 
hold inside the European Union. 

Let me be perfectly clear. This bill is 
not simply about the case of Sergei 
Magnitsky. It applies to all of those 
who engage in gross human rights vio-
lations or corruption. It is precedent- 
setting human rights legislation. The 
House should be proud of what it is ac-
complishing today for human rights 
and the rule of law for the Magnitsky 
family, for the Russian people, for hon-
orable Russian officials, and for human 
rights defenders inside and outside 
Russia. 

Because this bill includes the 
Magnitsky Act, I urge my colleagues to 
vote for H.R. 6156 and would like to in-
sert the European Parliament’s report 
and an article from the American En-
terprise Institute in the RECORD at this 
point. 
REPORT WITH A PROPOSAL FOR A EUROPEAN 

PARLIAMENT RECOMMENDATION TO THE 
COUNCIL ON ESTABLISHING COMMON VISA RE-
STRICTIONS FOR RUSSIAN OFFICIALS IN-
VOLVED IN THE SERGEI MAGNITSKY CASE 

PROPOSAL FOR A EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT REC-
OMMENDATION TO THE COUNCIL ON ESTAB-
LISHING COMMON VISA RESTRICTIONS FOR 
RUSSIAN OFFICIALS INVOLVED IN THE SERGEI 
MAGNITSKY CASE (2012/2142(INI)) 
The European Parliament, having regard 

to Article 215 of the TFEU, having regard to 
the proposal for a recommendation to the 
Council by Guy Verhoefstadt and Kristiina 
Ojuland, on behalf of the Aide Group (B7– 
0196/2012), having regard to its resolution of 
17 February 2011 on the rule of law in Russia, 
having regard to its resolution of 16 Decem-
ber 2010 on the Annual Report on Human 
Rights in the World 2009 and the European 
Union’s policy on the matter, having regard 
to its resolution of 14 December 2011 on the 
upcoming EU-Russia Summit on 15 Decem-
ber 2011 and the outcome of the Duma elec-
tions on 4 December 2011, having regard to 
its recommendation of 2 February 2012 to the 
Council on a consistent policy towards re-
gimes against which the EU applies restric-
tive measures, having regard to the adoption 
of the Sergei Magnitsky Rule of Law Ac-
countability Act by the US Senate’s Foreign 
Relations Committee on 26 June 2012, seek-
ing to impose visa bans and asset freezes on 
Russian officials allegedly involved in the 
detention, abuse and death of Sergei 
Magnitsky, having regard to the draft reso-
lution entitled ‘Rule of law in Russia: case of 
Sergei Magnitsky’, which was presented to 
the 2012 annual session of the OSCE Par-
liamentary Assembly, calling on national 
parliaments to take action to impose visa 
sanctions and asset freezes, having regard to 
Rule 121(3) of its Rules of Procedure, having 
regard to the report of the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs (A7–0285/2012), 

A. whereas the arrest, conditions of deten-
tion and subsequent death in custody of 
Sergei Magnitsky represent a well docu-
mented and substantial case of disrespect for 
fundamental human rights; 

B. whereas the posthumous prosecution of 
Sergei Magnitsky is a violation of inter-
national and national laws and clearly shows 
the malfunctioning of the Russian criminal 
justice system; 

C. whereas the Russian Federation, as a 
member of the Council of Europe and of the 

Organisation for Security and Cooperation in 
Europe, has committed itself to fully re-
specting fundamental rights and the rule of 
law, and whereas the European Union has re-
peatedly offered additional assistance and 
expertise to help the Russian Federation 
modernise, and abide by, its constitutional 
and legal order; 

D. whereas, despite the 2011 conclusions of 
the inquiry conducted by the Russian Presi-
dent’s Human Rights Council on the ille-
gality of Sergei Magnitsky’s arrest, deten-
tion and being denied access to justice, the 
investigations are stalled and the officials 
involved have been exonerated and even as-
signed to the posthumous case; whereas such 
actions on the part of the authorities dem-
onstrate the politically motivated nature of 
Magnitsky’s prosecution; 

E. whereas the European Union has urged 
the Russian authorities on many occasions 
and formats, from regular human rights con-
sultations to summit-level meetings, to con-
duct thorough independent investigations in 
this special, well documented case, and to 
put an end to the current climate of impu-
nity; 

F. whereas the case of Sergei Magnitsky is 
only one but the most prominent and well 
documented case of abuse of powers by the 
Russian law enforcement authorities, heav-
ily violating the rule of law; whereas a mul-
titude of other juridical cases exist using 
systematically the pretext of economic 
crimes and alleged corruption for elimi-
nating business competitors or political ri-
vals; 

G. whereas visa restrictions and other re-
strictive measures are not traditional judi-
cial sanctions per se, but constitute a polit-
ical signal of the EU’s concern to a larger 
target audience and thus remain a necessary 
and legitimate foreign policy tool; 

H. whereas EU sanctions on the Magnitsky 
case could prompt the Russian authorities to 
make genuine and fresh efforts to address, in 
a more concrete and convincing manner, the 
question of the rule of law in Russia and the 
current climate of impunity; 

I. whereas several national parliaments of 
EU Member States—among them Italy, the 
Netherlands, the United Kingdom, Sweden 
and Poland—have already passed resolutions 
urging their governments to introduce sanc-
tions on the Magnitsky case, while several 
other national parliaments, such as those in 
Portugal, France, Spain and Latvia, are at 
the initial drafting stage for such resolu-
tions; 

1. Addresses the following recommenda-
tions to the Council: 

(a) to establish a common EU list of offi-
cials responsible for the death of Sergei 
Magnitsky, for the subsequent judicial 
cover-up and for the ongoing and sustained 
harassment of his mother and widow; 

(b) to impose and implement an EU-wide 
visa ban on these officials and to freeze any 
financial assets they or their immediate 
family may hold inside the European Union; 

(c) to call on Russia to conduct a credible 
and independent investigation encompassing 
all aspects of this tragic case, and to bring 
all those responsible to justice; 

(d) to urge the Russian authorities to put 
an end to the widespread corruption and to 
reform the judicial system, and bring it into 
line with international standards, by cre-
ating an independent, just and transparent 
system that cannot, under any cir-
cumstances, be misused for political reasons; 

(e) to raise, in the course of bilateral meet-
ings with Russian authorities, this issue as 
well as the issue of intimidation and impu-
nity in cases involving human rights defend-
ers, journalists and lawyers, in a more deter-
mined, resolute and result-oriented manner; 

2. Encourages the Council to take a coher-
ent and proactive stance on other serious 
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human rights violations in Russia, on the 
basis of well documented, converging and 
independent sources and convincing evi-
dence, and to introduce similar restrictive 
measures against offenders as a last resort 
measure; 

3. Underlines that the commitment of the 
Russian authorities to basic values such as 
the rule of law, and respect for human rights 
and basic freedoms, remains the main pre-
requisite for EU-Russia relations and for the 
development of a stable and reliable partner-
ship between the two parties; 

4. Instructs its President to forward this 
recommendation to the Council and, for in-
formation, to the Commission, the Member 
States, the Russian State Duma and the 
Government of the Russian Federation. 
PROPOSAL FOR A RECOMMENDATION B7–0196/2012 
The European Parliament, having regard 

to Article 215 of the TFEU, having regard to 
the European Parliament recommendation 
to the Council on a consistent policy on re-
strictive measures, adopted on 2 February 
2012, having regard to the decision by the 
United States to impose travel restrictions 

on 60 officials involved in the Sergei 
Magnitsky case and to similar consider-
ations in a number of other countries, hav-
ing regard to Rule 121(1) of its Rules of Pro-
cedure, 

A. whereas the arrest and subsequent death 
in custody of Sergei Magnitsky represents a 
well documented and substantial case of dis-
respect for fundamental human rights in 
Russia, and serves as a chilling reminder of 
the many documented shortcomings in the 
respect shown for human rights and funda-
mental freedoms in Russia; 

B. whereas Russia, as a member of the 
Council of Europe, has committed itself to 
fully respecting fundamental rights and the 
rule of law, and whereas the European Union 
has repeatedly offered additional assistance 
and expertise to help Russia modernise, and 
abide by, its constitutional and legal order, 
in line with Council of Europe standards; 

C. whereas there is an increasing need for 
a firm, robust and comprehensive EU policy 
towards Russia, offering support and assist-
ance backed up by firm and fair criticism, 
including sanctions and restrictive measures 
when needed; 

D. whereas visa restrictions and other re-
strictive measures are not traditional judi-
cial sanctions per se, but constitute a polit-
ical signal of the EU’s concern to a larger 
target audience and thus remain a necessary 
and legitimate foreign policy tool; 

1. Addresses the following recommenda-
tions to the Council: 

(a) to establish a common EU list of offi-
cials responsible for the death of Sergei 
Magnitsky, for the subsequent judicial 
cover-up and for the ongoing and sustained 
harassment of his mother and widow; 

(b) to impose and implement an EU-wide 
visa ban on these officials and to freeze any 
financial assets they or their immediate 
family may hold inside the European Union; 

(c) to call on Russia to conduct a credible 
and independent investigation encompassing 
all aspects of this tragic case; 

2. Instructs its President to forward this 
recommendation to the Council and, for in-
formation, to the Commission, the Member 
States, and the State Duma and Government 
of Russia. 

RESULT OF FINAL VOTE IN COMMITTEE 

Date adopted ...................................................... 20.9.2012 
Result of final vote ............................................ +: 62 

¥: 2 
0: 1 

Members present for the final vote ................... Franziska Katharina Brantner, Elmar Brok, Jerzy Buzek, Tarja Cronberg, Arnaud Danjean, Mário David, Michael Gahler, Marietta Giannakou, Ana Gomes, Andrzej Grzyb, Liisa Jaakonsaari, 
Jelko Kacin, loannis Kasoulides, Nicole Kiil-Nielsen, Evgeni Kirilov, Maria Eleni Koppa, Pawel Robert Kowal, Eduard Kukan, Vytautas Landsbergis, Krzysztof Lisek, Sabine Lösing, Ulrike 
Lunacek, Francisco José Milán Mon, Marı́a Muñiz De Urquiza, Annemie Neyts-Uyttebroeck, Norica Nicolai, Pier Antonio Panzeri, loan Mircea Paşcu, Alojz Peterle, Bernd Posselt, Hans-Gert 
Pöttering, Cristian Dan Preda, Libor Rouček, Tokia Saı̈fi, José Ignacio Salafranca Sánchez-Neyra, Nikolaos Salavrakos, Jacek Saryusz-Wolski, György Schöpflin, Werner Schulz, Marek Siwiec, 
Sophocles Sophocleous, Laurence J.A.J. Stassen, Charles Tannock, Inese Vaidere, Johannes Cornelis van Baalen, Geoffrey Van Orden, Sir Graham Watson, Boris Zala 

Substitute(s) present for the final vote ............ Laima Liucija Andrikienè, Elena Bǎsescu, Marije Cornelissen, Jacek Protasiewicz, Teresa Riera Madurell, Carmen Romero López, Marietje Schaake, Helmut Scholz, Alf Svensson, Indrek 
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Substitute(s) under Rule 187(2) present for the 
final vote.

Maria Badia i Cutchet, Ivari Padar 

[From the American Enterprise Institute, 
Nov. 15, 2012] 

THREE CHEERS FOR THE MAGNITSKY ACT AND 
AMERICAN VALUES 

(By Leon Aron) 
In the next few days, the House and the 

Senate will almost certainly vote on and 
pass the Sergei Magnitsky Rule of Law Ac-
countability Act. The bill is named after a 
37-year-old lawyer who was tortured to death 
in a Moscow prison after he uncovered an 
elaborate scheme that had defrauded the 
Russian treasury of $230 million. November 
16th will be the third anniversary of his 
death. 

The Magnitsky Act would deny entry to 
the United States and freeze the assets and 
property of those individuals responsible for 
this embezzlement, the death of Sergei 
Magnitsky, and its cover up, as well as any 
current or future abuse of human and polit-
ical rights. 

The anti-Putin opposition in Russia has 
overwhelmingly supported the Magnitsky 
Act. Even leftists and nationalists have been 
ardently in favor. Just as vehemently, the 
Kremlin has denounced the legislation, cry-
ing ‘‘interference in its internal affairs’’ and 
threatening an ‘‘appropriate response.’’ 

The ‘‘interference’’ objection has not a leg 
to stand on. The legislation is directed not 
against Russia but against those who tor-
ment and defraud it. Moreover, Russia and 
the Soviet Union—to which Russia is the 
legal successor—are party to multiple agree-
ments, most notably the Helsinki Act of 1976 
and its subsequent iterations that explicitly 
make human and political rights subject to 
international scrutiny. 

As for the Kremlin’s response, Russians on 
the internet have had tons of fun with it: 
‘‘No more shopping trips to Moscow by the 
wives of US officials!’’ ‘‘No more Black Sea 
vacations for them!’’ ‘‘US officials will be 
prohibited from keeping their money in Rus-

sian banks and their children denied admis-
sions to Russian colleges!’’ 

Although it might precipitate a petty tit- 
for-tat, the Magnitsky Act is part of some-
thing far larger than mere ups and downs in 
US-Russian relations. It is a long overdue 
step reaffirming the core values that guide 
US foreign policy and advancing what is—or 
ought to be—one of its key, overarching 
geostrategic objectives: The emergence of a 
stable, free, and democratic Russian state at 
peace, in the long last, with its own people 
and the world. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
time of the gentleman has expired. 

Mr. BERMAN. I yield the gentleman 
an additional 2 minutes. 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Madam Speaker, I 
would like to enter into a colloquy 
with the majority and minority floor 
managers—the gentleman from Indiana 
(Mr. BURTON) and the gentleman from 
California (Mr. BERMAN)—just to clar-
ify the congressional intent regarding 
the use of the classified annex men-
tioned in section 404(c)(2) of H.R. 6156. 

Section 404 of the bill would hold ac-
countable Magnitsky’s killers and 
other human rights violators by plac-
ing targeted sanctions on them. In par-
ticular, the bill imposes a visa ban and 
asset freeze on individuals responsible 
for participating in or for covering up 
Sergei Magnitsky’s detention, abuse 
and death, and on individuals respon-
sible for certain other gross violations 
of human rights. As part of that ac-
countability, section 404 requires the 
President to publish a list of the people 
responsible for those particular abuses. 

It is my understanding that the con-
gressional intent behind title IV is for 

people subject to sanctions to be placed 
on an unclassified list in a transparent 
manner and that any classified annex 
may be used only as an exception and 
not the rule. The administration may 
list a person in the classified annex 
only if the President determines that it 
is absolutely vital to the national secu-
rity interests of the United States and 
provides Congress with prior notice and 
justification. 

I yield to the floor manager for the 
majority, Mr. BURTON, such time as he 
requires to clarify his own under-
standing. 

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Yes, Madam 
Speaker, I share in the gentleman’s un-
derstanding of congressional intent as 
reflected in the text of section 404(c). 
The list of sanctionable individuals is 
meant to be unclassified, and any clas-
sified annex should be used only as an 
exception. 

Mr. MCGOVERN. In reclaiming my 
time, I thank the gentleman. 

I yield to the floor manager for the 
minority, Mr. BERMAN, such time as he 
requires to clarify his understanding. 

Mr. BERMAN. I thank the gentleman 
for yielding. 

Madam Speaker, that is also my un-
derstanding. The intent of Congress is 
to place people in the classified annex 
only if the President determines and 
justifies to the relevant committees 
that it is vital for the national security 
interests of the United States. 

Mr. MCGOVERN. In reclaiming my 
time, I thank the gentlemen for their 
assurances and clarifications. 
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I want to thank this Congress for 

their bipartisan support of this 
Magnitsky Act, which, I think, makes 
it clear that, if the United States of 
America stands for anything, we stand 
out loud and foursquare for human 
rights. 

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Madam 
Speaker, I am very happy to yield 2 
minutes to one of the real leaders on 
the Foreign Affairs Committee, the 
gentleman from New Jersey (Mr. 
SMITH). 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Madam 
Speaker, almost 40 years ago, this body 
heard the cries of the Jewish refuse-
niks trapped behind the Iron Curtain, 
and it passed the Jackson-Vanik 
amendment, which brilliantly linked 
the free movement of goods with the 
free movement of people. It was a con-
gressional initiative, opposed by the 
White House, which sought ‘‘reset’’ at 
all costs—at that time it was called 
‘‘detente’’—with Russia. 

It’s a sad commentary on what the 
Russian people continue to suffer that 
now, more than 40 years after the col-
lapse of the Soviet Union, we meet in 
the same House Chamber to struggle 
with similar issues. 

Russia is now a market economy and 
permits emigration, but human rights 
and the rule of law are trampled with 
impunity and often violence. Since 
Jackson-Vanik—a marvelous tool for 
promoting human rights in the seven-
ties and eighties—doesn’t address Rus-
sia’s current problems, we need a new 
tool. The need for one should be evi-
dent to anyone who follows the news. 
Madam Speaker, the Magnitsky provi-
sions of the trade bill we are consid-
ering provide such a tool. 

These tools couldn’t be timelier as 
some lament a perceived decline in 
American influence abroad. The 
Magnitsky sanctions shouldn’t cost us 
a dime—and the howls from the Krem-
lin suggest we are on to something. 
While threats like cutting off aid or 
military cooperation mean nothing to 
the Russians, its kleptocratic elite 
deeply value access to the West. The 
privilege of a U.S. visa affords a meas-
ure of respectability as well as a quick 
exit for those who worry daily that 
somebody may be held to account for 
the crimes against their countrymen. 
Further, corrupt Russian officials 
know better than to keep their for-
tunes inside Russia, risking confisca-
tion by other corrupt officials. 

The penalties imposed by Jackson- 
Vanik applied to the entire Russian 
economy, but those envisioned by the 
Magnitsky legislation look to personal 
responsibility and target the individual 
bad actor. What this bill is saying is 
that murderers and torturers are not 
welcome in this country. I would cer-
tainly hope that we are not so com-
promised in our security and commer-
cial relations that to publicly name 
and shame these individuals would be 
seen to hurt our interests. It is a great 
bill, and it will have, hopefully, good, 
strong bipartisan support. 

Mr. BERMAN. Madam Speaker, may 
I inquire as to how much time both 
sides have. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from California has 63⁄4 minutes 
remaining. The gentleman from Indi-
ana has 41⁄2 minutes remaining. 

Mr. BERMAN. Madam Speaker, I 
yield 3 minutes to the ranking member 
of the Europe and Eurasia Sub-
committee, my friend from New York 
(Mr. MEEKS). 

Mr. MEEKS. I want to first thank 
ranking member HOWARD BERMAN for 
his leadership on this, as well as to 
thank Chairwoman ROS-LEHTINEN. 

I urge my colleagues to support H.R. 
6156, the Russia and Moldova Jackson- 
Vanik Repeal and Sergei Magnitsky 
Rule of Law Accountability Act of 2012. 
Granting permanent normal trade rela-
tions with Russia and Moldova is long 
overdue; and with this vote we look to 
the future and put aside some long-
standing vestiges of the Cold War. 

I strongly endorse granting perma-
nent normal trade relations to 
Moldova. Since 2001, when Moldova en-
tered the World Trade Organization, 
the United States has been in non-
compliance with WTO rules because 
Congress has failed to repeal the Jack-
son-Vanik amendment. Moldova is a 
Western-oriented, fully democratic 
country, and Moldova deserves to be 
treated as an economic partner so we 
can strengthen our ties to her further. 

We will hear lots today about the 
economic, human rights, and foreign 
policy implications of this bill; and 
Russia will be at the center of the de-
bate. 
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But I hope that we do not lose sight 
of this most basic point. At its core, to-
day’s vote on Russian PNTR is about 
an evolving relationship. The U.S.-Rus-
sia relationship has been at the top of 
our foreign policy agenda for more 
than half a century. The fact that the 
House has deliberated for so long to 
bring H.R. 6156 to the floor is an indica-
tion that this is still an important re-
lationship. 

In 1974, when the Jackson-Vanik 
amendment was enacted, there was a 
Soviet Union, and the purpose of the 
amendment was to end the Soviet 
Union’s policy that prevented the im-
migration of Jews. The objective has 
long since been met, and since 1991, 
Russia terminated fees on Russian im-
migrants. This is why, since 1992, the 
United States has certified that Russia 
complies with Jackson-Vanik and we 
have normal trade relations with Rus-
sia. 

The bill before us today simply 
makes that policy permanent. It also 
replaces the human rights policy of a 
bygone era with a more appropriate 
one for the issues in Russia today. In so 
doing, we allow U.S. businesses to take 
advantage of the many rules-based 
market opening and tariff reducing 
commitments that were part of the 
Russians’ WTO accession package, and 

we uphold our longstanding commit-
ment to protecting human rights and 
human dignity. 

Madam Speaker, we are nearly 3 
months behind our biggest global com-
petitors. The U.S. is the only one of the 
over 150 WTO members that did not im-
mediately benefit from Russia joining 
the WTO. We are the only one. Only 
until we repeal Jackson-Vanik, Russia 
has a right to suspend all agreed upon 
WTO trade concessions with regard to 
the U.S. We’re talking about losing out 
on hundreds of millions of dollars in 
just tariff cuts alone. Passage of this 
bill will expand our engagement with 
Russia and better facilitate the export-
ing of our goods. 

But trade is never just about the 
movement of goods and services. It is 
also about the transformative flow of 
people, ideas, best practices, and val-
ues. Increased trade may be the most 
efficient way yet to promote rule of 
law, fight corruption, support human 
rights, and inspire a civil society in 
Russia. 

With passage of H.R. 6156, we get be-
yond the Jackson-Vanik amendment, a 
Cold War relic, and level the playing 
field for American businesses and pro-
vide encouragement for whistle-
blowers. Therefore, I ask my colleagues 
to support this bill. 

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Madam 
Speaker, I’m very happy to now yield 2 
minutes to the gentleman from Cali-
fornia, a member of the Foreign Affairs 
Committee, Mr. ROHRABACHER. 

Mr. ROHRABACHER. The Soviet dic-
tatorship collapsed over two decades 
ago. Being someone who spent a con-
siderable time of my life opposing So-
viet communism, I have been dis-
appointed to see that many of my own 
colleagues, on both sides of the aisle, 
have never gotten the Cold War out of 
their mind. So many of us in this body 
have been treating democratic Russia 
as if it is still the Soviet Union. 

Over the years, we should have estab-
lished this level of cooperation, espe-
cially the economic cooperation that 
we’re codifying today. This should have 
been established long ago. Instead, 
what happened was the people stuck in 
the Cold War kept vilifying the Soviet 
Union and exaggerating every short-
coming while at the same time ignor-
ing similar flaws, for example, in 
China. The human rights abuses in 
China are outrageous, but yet we have 
moved forward time and again to ex-
pand their ability to make money on 
us, even to steal our technologies with 
a one-way free trade policy with China. 

We need to make sure that the people 
of Russia know what we’re saying 
today: that the Cold War is over, that 
we need to march forward together to 
meet the challenges of both of our 
countries, and that we will open up our 
economy in economic cooperation with 
you so that we can stand together and 
prosper and so that we can also deal 
with the challenges of an ever more 
powerful and aggressive China and rad-
ical Islam, which is as great a threat 
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and kills as many Russians as they do 
Americans. The Russian people have to 
know that after today we have left the 
Cold War behind; we will quit vilifying 
the Soviet Union and holding them to 
a different standard than we do other 
countries simply because in the past 
they were our enemies. 

Madam Speaker, I gladly step for-
ward to endorse this expansion of free-
dom of trade between our peoples. 

Mr. BERMAN. Madam Speaker, I 
have no further requests for time and 
simply need time to close. 

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. I reserve 
the right to close, so I yield to my col-
league. 

Mr. BERMAN. Madam Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

I think this is a very historic piece of 
bipartisan legislation. Just as Jackson- 
Vanik became a tool to deal with one 
aspect of a horrible set of policies by 
the Soviet Union during the Cold War, 
we now, using the Magnitsky legisla-
tion, deal with some very serious 
human rights issues remaining in Rus-
sia, but not in the context of restrict-
ing trade but in the context of deep-
ening our economic relationship with 
Russia. I think what this legislation 
does altogether, in combination, is pro-
mote both that economic relationship 
and shared adherence to common 
standards of human rights democracy 
and the rule of law. 

I urge its support, and I yield back 
the balance of my time. 

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Madam 
Speaker, I yield myself the balance of 
my time. 

Russia joined the World Trade Orga-
nization this year. Russia’s accession 
will bring 140 million new consumers 
into the WTO’s international rules- 
based system. This will help U.S. com-
panies who have been at a disadvantage 
in competing with their European and 
Asian counterparts in Russia. 

In order to join the WTO, Russia has 
been required to make substantial re-
forms to open its economy to inter-
national investment. These reforms in-
clude significant cuts on tariffs im-
pacting manufactured goods and agri-
cultural products, as well as a pledge 
to cut farm subsidies in half by 2018. 
Russia must also allow 100 percent for-
eign ownership of companies in a di-
verse group of industries, including 
banking, telecommunications, and re-
tail. More importantly, Russia will be 
bound to respect the WTO’s intellec-
tual property protections and will par-
ticipate in the organization’s system 
for settling trade disputes. 

As chairman of the Subcommittee on 
Europe and Eurasia, I’ve visited Mos-
cow and have met with representatives 
of the American Chamber of Commerce 
and many American businesses that 
are already active in Russia. Whether 
we pass this bill or not, these compa-
nies will remain in Russia, and the 
Russian market is too big to ignore. 
However, let’s make it easier for U.S. 
companies to do business in Russia. 

In addition, the Peterson Institute, a 
prominent economic think tank, esti-
mates that if we pass this bill and Rus-
sia receives PNTR, U.S. exports to Rus-
sia will double over the next 5 years 
from $9 billion to $19 billion. This in-
creased trade could support upwards of 
50,000 new jobs here in the United 
States. 

This legislation requires the Sec-
retary of State and the trade rep-
resentative to provide Congress with a 
number of reports that explain the 
steps that they’ve taken to ensure that 
Russia is in compliance with the WTO. 
These reports must include updates on 
what the administration is doing to ad-
vocate for American investors in Rus-
sia, including those investors in the 
Yukos Oil Company, who suffered 
about $12 billion in losses when the 
Russian Government expropriated the 
company. 

Regarding Moldova, this former state 
of the Soviet Union joined the WTO in 
2001. However, because Jackson-Vanik 
applies to Moldova as well as Russia, 
the U.S. has not been able to offer that 
country PNTR, and this bill will fix 
that. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
time of the gentleman has expired. 

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Madam 
Speaker, Moldova and Russia are now 
going to be able to participate with the 
United States in more free trade. I 
think this is a great bill, and I urge my 
colleagues to support it. 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE 

A message from the Senate by Ms. 
Curtis, one of its clerks, announced 
that the Senate has passed without 
amendment a bill of the House of the 
following title: 

H.R. 6570. An act to amend the American 
Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 and 
the Emergency Economic Stabilization Act 
of 2008 to consolidate certain CBO reporting 
requirements. 

The message also announced that the 
Senate has passed a bill and agreed to 
a concurrent resolution of the fol-
lowing titles in which the concurrence 
of the House is requested: 

S. 1440. An act to reduce preterm labor and 
delivery and the risk of pregnancy-related 
deaths and complications due to pregnancy, 
and to reduce infant mortality caused by 
prematurity. 

S. Con. Res. 60. Concurrent Resolution pro-
viding for a conditional adjournment or re-
cess of the Senate and an adjournment of the 
House of Representatives. 

f 
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RUSSIA AND MOLDOVA JACKSON- 
VANIK REPEAL AND SERGEI 
MAGNITSKY RULE OF LAW AC-
COUNTABILITY ACT OF 2012 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Michigan (Mr. CAMP) is 
recognized. 

Mr. CAMP. Madam Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Madam Speaker, I urge passage of 
this bipartisan legislation to ensure 

that American companies, workers, 
farmers, and ranchers benefit from 
Russia’s accession to the World Trade 
Organization. Almost three months 
ago, Russia became the 156th member 
of the WTO. Since then, exporters from 
every WTO member but one—the 
United States—have been guaranteed 
the benefit from the concessions that 
Russia made to join the WTO. These 
benefits include increased access to 
Russia’s growing market in goods and 
services, improved protection of intel-
lectual property rights in Russia, Rus-
sian animal and plant health rules 
based on international standards and 
science, and binding dispute resolution 
if Russia does not live up to its WTO 
obligations. If U.S. exporters want to 
be guaranteed these benefits as well, 
we must pass this bipartisan legisla-
tion and establish permanent normal 
trade relations with Russia. 

This bill would allow us to gain im-
portant rights and powerful new en-
forcement tools with respect to one of 
the world’s largest economies without 
giving up a single tariff or other con-
cession. We could double or even triple 
U.S. exports to Russia within 5 years. 
But until we do, these benefits will go 
to our foreign competitors while our 
exporters fall further behind. 

With our high unemployment, we 
cannot afford to pass up any oppor-
tunity to increase our exports and cre-
ate jobs. And the longer we delay in 
passing this legislation, the more 
ground our exporters will lose. 

I don’t dispute that our relationship 
with Russia has many challenges. On 
the commercial front, we face weak en-
forcement and protection of intellec-
tual property rights, as well as dis-
criminatory standards for U.S. agricul-
tural products. Russia’s recent adop-
tion of the WTO’s rules should address 
many of these issues, but this bill goes 
farther by requiring the administration 
to stay focused on Russia by making 
sure that it lives up to its WTO obliga-
tions, resolves outstanding trade issues 
with Russia, and improves the rule of 
law in Russia. 

Many of us also have significant con-
cerns with Russia’s foreign policy. 
Much as I believe that Russia does not 
always act responsibly, I also believe 
that this legislation cannot be seen as 
rewarding Russia. Instead, any benefit 
that is conferred is on U.S. job cre-
ators. I also fully share the concerns of 
many of my colleagues on Russia’s 
abysmal human rights record, and 
that’s why I support adding the 
Magnitsky legislation to this bill, on 
the third anniversary of the murder of 
Sergei Magnitsky while imprisoned. 

For all of these reasons, we urgently 
need to pass this important bipartisan 
legislation. I urge all of my colleagues 
to support it. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. LEVIN. Madam Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

I want to make a number of points, 
but first to join with the chairman of 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH6410 November 16, 2012 
the committee. We have worked hard 
on this legislation on a bipartisan 
basis, and also with the Senate. 

I think these are the important 
points, if I might say so. First of all, I 
urge that we take each trade agree-
ment very much on its own, maybe not 
completely looking at other agree-
ments but assessing the merits of each 
particular agreement. And when you 
look at this agreement on its merits, 
it’s clear, I urge, we should be sup-
portive. 

If you look at the flow of trade that 
will be enhanced by this legislation, 
it’s clear that it will be beneficial to 
our country. The major exports from 
our country to Russia are machinery, 
motor vehicles, and aircraft. These are 
products made in America by American 
companies and by American workers. 
So essentially, this will enhance our 
ability. Russia, in terms of taking this 
on its own, is already in the WTO, and 
the question is whether we will be able 
to access their markets. 

The next point: there is also a ques-
tion of enforcement. Trade agreements 
by themselves will not be enough. 
There has to be built in strong enforce-
ment and a willingness to enforce. And 
this agreement, with the help of col-
leagues, some of whom will be here to 
speak today, this agreement has 
strengthened enforcement provisions. 
Those were worked out with the Sen-
ate, and I want to thank the Senators 
for working with us. So there is within 
this agreement not only a guarantee of 
more flow, but also a guarantee that 
we have access to the instrumentalities 
so that we can hold Russia’s feet to the 
fire, if I might say so, in terms of their 
meeting their obligations. 

The next point is this: we’ve been 
working on trade issues for a long 
time. For some of us, trade is more 
than the flow of goods; it’s the struc-
ture within which the flow occurs and 
looking at the benefits of that flow so 
that we’re sure that the impact is a 
positive one for our businesses and our 
workers. 

Also, it’s important to remember 
that the rule of law in another country 
is vital, otherwise investment is per-
ilous. The Magnitsky legislation was 
added here in part in recognition that 
when you talk about trade, you have to 
look at a fuller picture. And I want to 
salute, if I might say so, especially JIM 
MCGOVERN for his work on this issue. 
And I also want to thank Mr. CAMP, 
our chairman. I also want to thank 
those in the Senate for working with 
us to make sure that this is in this bill, 
the chair of our Foreign Relations 
Committee, and also especially Mr. 
CARDIN, who once served on our com-
mittee and is now in the Senate and 
has made this a dedicated effort on his 
part. 

This is a bipartisan effort. I hope 
that it will set the stage for a success-
ful effort to deal with trade issues now 
and beyond on a bipartisan basis. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 

b 1000 
Mr. CAMP. I thank the gentleman for 

his comments. Also, I would yield 2 
minutes to the gentleman from Texas 
(Mr. BRADY), the distinguished chair-
man of the Trade Subcommittee. 

Mr. BRADY of Texas. Madam Speak-
er, this is a jobs bill, pure and simple. 
It levels the playing field in Russia for 
American energy, agriculture, manu-
facturing, services, and our growing 
technology industry to be able to com-
pete on a level playing field in that 
country with our competitors: China, 
Europe, Brazil, and others. 

This bill means more sales to the 
ninth largest economy in the world and 
more jobs here at home as a result. 
America gives up nothing in this legis-
lation, but it stands to gain much. Cre-
ating that leveled playing field is im-
portant to job creation. 

But this bill also holds Russia ac-
countable to live up to its obligations, 
to play by the same trade rules every-
one else in this world does as well. 
That means a chance to protect and 
the means to insist that our intellec-
tual property rights be protected, to 
insist that sound science be used on 
food safety, to insist, again, that there 
are not artificial barriers either at the 
front door or the back to American 
products and services being sold in 
Russia. 

This legislation also creates impor-
tant new tools to continue to pressure 
Russia to make progress on the impor-
tant issue of human rights. For Texas, 
our State, this is an important issue 
because Russia is our fastest growing 
trade partner. We are the number one 
exporter. Our growth and sales grew by 
almost a third last year alone. 

But it is broader than that. It’s im-
portant to every State in the United 
States. It’s important to our trading 
relationship. And again, the fact that 
we are able to hold Russia accountable 
should they violate their commit-
ments, we have in law a process to re-
solve those disputes and re-create a 
level playing field. 

I want to credit and thank Chairman 
DAVE CAMP of Michigan for his long 
leadership on trade. This is, by my ac-
count, the seventh bipartisan trade 
measure to pass this House, and we 
hope it will move to the President’s 
desk. And I thank Ranking Member 
LEVIN for his outstanding work on this 
as well. 

Mr. LEVIN. I now yield 3 minutes to 
the gentleman from the great State of 
Washington (Mr. MCDERMOTT), the 
ranking member on Trade. 

(Mr. MCDERMOTT asked and was 
given permission to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. MCDERMOTT. Madam Speaker, I 
rise in support of this bill to grant per-
manent normal trade relations to Rus-
sia and Moldova. 

Let’s begin with Russia. Russia 
joined the WTO this summer. Congress 
does not have veto power on that. All 
we can do here is decide whether to 
allow U.S. businesses and workers to 

see the benefits of Russia’s WTO obli-
gations. 

Will Russia always honor these obli-
gations on its own initiative? Probably 
not. But Russia’s WTO membership 
means we can at least hold them to 
those obligations, and we must be pre-
pared to enforce those obligations. 
That is a lesson we’ve learned the hard 
way over the last few years. This bill 
actually does that. This bill has strong 
antibribery and anticorruption provi-
sions. It has mechanisms to help 
strengthen our intellectual property 
rights. 

But that’s not all. Another critical 
piece of this bill is the Magnitsky Act, 
placing real sanctions on those individ-
uals who are complicit in human rights 
violations. This is a serious policy up-
grade and a big win for human rights. 

At the end of the day, Russia’s entry 
into the WTO can be expected to create 
real jobs here in the U.S. by reducing 
tariffs and other barriers to U.S.-made 
goods and services. The tariffs on infor-
mation technology products are com-
pletely eliminated. Russia’s aircraft, 
chemical, and pharmaceutical tariffs 
are heavily reduced. This means real 
job growth around the country in the 
coming years. 

In many ways, this agreement is one- 
sided to our benefit. Our tariffs are not 
going down, but Russia’s are. Russia is 
a WTO member regardless of what we 
do today, but with this bill, we can 
make sure that American businesses 
and workers get the benefits of Russian 
commitments. 

Finally, this bill gives permanent 
normal trade relations to Moldova, a 
country that joined the WTO more 
than a decade ago. The Moldovans 
want closer ties with their friends in 
the United States and Europe. This bill 
demonstrates that we share that inter-
est with our Moldovan partners. 

I urge the passage of this bill unani-
mously by the Members here. Everyone 
in this country will benefit from it. 

Mr. CAMP. At this time, I yield 2 
minutes to the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. NUNES), a distinguished 
member of the Ways and Means Com-
mittee. 

Mr. NUNES. Madam Speaker, the 
1974 Jackson-Vanik amendment effec-
tively pressured the Soviet Union over 
its appalling human rights record. It 
was an important part of America’s 
decades-long effort to contain and ulti-
mately bring down an evil empire. 

Times have changed. The Cold War is 
over, and the USSR has given way to 
the Russian Federation. Its ruler, 
Vladimir Putin, presides over an au-
thoritarian regime that closely con-
trols the key economic sectors, shack-
les the media, stamps out most dissent, 
and stage-manages the political proc-
ess. Nevertheless, Putin’s Russia is not 
the Soviet Union, and we should update 
our laws accordingly. 

The Jackson-Vanik amendment ad-
dresses problems from a different era. 
By joining the WTO, Russia has under-
taken new obligations to adhere to the 
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rule of law. As we approve normal 
trade relations with Russia, we must 
verify that it adheres to its new re-
sponsibilities. 

Furthermore, by approving the 
Magnitsky Act, we will signal that cor-
rupt thugs who attack whistleblowers 
and human rights activists will be held 
to account—in America, if not Russia. 
That is why, Madam Speaker, I urge 
my colleagues to vote ‘‘yes’’ on this 
bill. 

Mr. LEVIN. I now yield 9 minutes to 
the gentleman from Maine (Mr. 
MICHAUD) for a colloquy, a gentleman 
who has worked so hard on trade 
issues. 

Mr. MICHAUD. I thank the gen-
tleman for yielding. 

Representative DELAURO of Con-
necticut and I introduced legislation to 
increase the specifics and the strength 
of U.S. enforcement efforts of Russia’s 
WTO membership. As our experience 
with China has shown, if there isn’t a 
robust enforcement mechanism, Amer-
ican jobs will be lost. 

I am pleased that the bill being de-
bated today includes similar language 
to strengthen our enforcement of Rus-
sia’s WTO membership, but I do have 
lingering concerns that USTR may be 
reluctant to fully implement these pro-
visions, both in letter and in spirit. 

First, I am worried that USTR may 
not interpret the bill’s reporting re-
quirements in a way that will make it 
possible for Members of Congress or 
American businesses to fully under-
stand Russia’s WTO commitment. The 
Working Party Report, alone, is hun-
dreds of pages and is hard to decipher. 
In addition, I’m concerned that USTR 
may not include in their report when 
they decide not to take action against 
Russia, even when they are not in com-
pliance. 

Can you assure me that you will 
work with me to ensure that Members 
of Congress and our businesses are 
made aware of all of Russia’s WTO 
commitments and whether or not they 
are in full compliance? 

I yield to the gentleman. 
Mr. LEVIN. I thank the gentleman 

for yielding. 
I very much agree with my colleague 

from Maine that it’s vital to monitor 
and fully enforce our trade agreements, 
and I will work with USTR to keep you 
and other Members of Congress in-
formed when Russia has not fulfilled 
its commitment, regardless of whether 
or not the administration has taken 
formal notice. 

Mr. MICHAUD. I thank the gen-
tleman for his answer. 

My next concern is that USTR’s re-
port that Congress may not give suffi-
cient attention to Russia’s compliance 
with their manufacturing-related com-
mitments. I know you and I share a 
deep commitment to American manu-
facturing. Will my friend work with me 
to ensure that USTR reports to Con-
gress include assessments on their 
compliance with manufacturing-re-
lated obligations? 

Mr. LEVIN. As my colleague knows, 
today’s legislation includes reporting 
requirements on all of Russia’s com-
mitments they made prior to joining 
the WTO, including the reduction of 
tariffs and other commitments related 
to manufacturing sectors. I will work 
with my colleague to make certain 
that USTR’s reports include an evalua-
tion of Russia’s manufacturing-related 
commitments. 
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Mr. MICHAUD. I thank my friend for 
his response. And I know it will come 
as no surprise that I have approached 
this legislation and debate with skep-
ticism. Since China joined the WTO 
more than 10 years ago, nearly 2 mil-
lion U.S. jobs have been shipped over-
seas. Although I have advocated for 
and supported U.S. enforcement efforts 
at the WTO, these actions have not 
been enough to counter China’s per-
sistent trade violation, including their 
currency manipulation. I do not want 
us to repeat this mistake with Russia. 

I think the enforcement provisions in 
this legislation are a good start, but it 
will take a proactive Congress to make 
sure our businesses benefit from this 
agreement. Can my friend assure me 
that he will work with me to use all 
the tools at our disposal, including sec-
tion 301 authority, if needed, to make 
sure that Russia lives up to the WTO 
commitment? 

Mr. LEVIN. I very much agree with 
you that we must enforce our trading 
partners’ commitments so that our 
American workers can compete on a 
level playing field, and I really believe 
that Mr. CAMP, our chairman, and oth-
ers concur in that. I, too, have been 
concerned about the effect China’s 
trade relations have had on the U.S. 
economy. 

I will work with you to monitor Rus-
sia’s compliance and to ensure that 
U.S. manufacturers get the full bene-
fits of Russia’s WTO membership, and I 
can assure you we will continue to 
work together to address China’s viola-
tions as well. This administration has 
been active in that regard. 

As for section 301, I wish to note that 
I and the ranking member on our Trade 
Subcommittee, Mr. MCDERMOTT, ex-
changed letters with the U.S. trade rep 
in July, confirming our rights to re-
quest action under section 301. Under 
section 301, USTR is required to re-
spond to our requests within a fixed 
timeline. That exchange of letters has 
already been incorporated into the leg-
islative history of the bill before us 
today. 

Mr. MICHAUD. I appreciate the gen-
tleman’s comment, and I look forward 
to working with him on these issues. 
You and I have worked closely together 
on trade enforcement over the past few 
years, and I sincerely hope this effort 
between our offices will further 
strengthen our dialogue and collabora-
tion on trade policy going forward. It 
will be even more important that we 
work together to make sure that TPP 

is a good deal for American workers 
and that its implementation legisla-
tion as well, should it ever reach the 
floor, include strict enforcement meas-
ures. 

This legislation represents an un-
precedented step towards improving 
enforcement of our trade agreements. I 
want to thank you for working with us 
to improve this legislation and for 
agreeing to work with me on my out-
standing concerns that we currently 
have. As a result of these improve-
ments and the strong human rights 
language in the bill, I’ll be supporting 
this legislation when the House votes 
on it today. And I want to thank the 
gentleman from Michigan very much 
for his efforts in that regard. 

Mr. LEVIN. I want to thank you, Mr. 
MICHAUD, for your arduous efforts. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. CAMP. I yield 2 minutes to a dis-

tinguished member of the Ways and 
Means Committee, the gentleman from 
California (Mr. HERGER). 

Mr. HERGER. Thank you, Chairman 
CAMP. 

Madam Speaker, the bill before us is 
about economic growth and job cre-
ation. It’s about expanding U.S. ex-
ports to the ninth largest economy in 
the world. It’s about making sure U.S. 
businesses receive the same treatment 
in Russia as their competitors in Eu-
rope. It’s about ensuring we have the 
tools to hold an unreliable trading 
partner accountable. 

This legislation is not a handout or 
gift to Russia. Maintaining Jackson- 
Vanik does not give us any leverage, as 
Russia is already a WTO member. A 
vote against this bill is a vote against 
U.S. employers. It’s a vote against 
small businesses. It’s a vote against 
farmers and a vote against ranchers. 

I urge my colleagues to support legis-
lation to give Americans fair access to 
an important market. 

Mr. LEVIN. I yield 2 minutes to an-
other Member who’s been so active on 
trade policy, the gentleman from Mas-
sachusetts (Mr. NEAL). 

Mr. NEAL. Thank you, Mr. LEVIN. 
Madam Speaker, after more than 18 

years of negotiations, Russia joined the 
World Trade Organization this past Au-
gust. WTO membership will require 
Russia, for the first time, to play by 
the same rules of trade as the United 
States and virtually every other nation 
in the world. This is a significant de-
velopment, and it’s critical that Con-
gress approve permanent normal trade 
relations with Russia so that U.S. com-
panies can benefit from these reforms. 

Russian PNTR also is a jobs bill. The 
President’s Export Council estimates 
that U.S. exports of goods and services 
to Russia would double or triple once 
Russia joins WTO. Greater exports 
mean more jobs, and that’s exactly 
what our economy needs right now. A 
reminder: Last year, the fastest grow-
ing part of the American economy was 
exports, which grew by almost 6 per-
cent. 

Let me conclude by expressing my 
support for important provisions in the 
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PNTR legislation that address the Rus-
sian Government’s expropriation of the 
large oil company, Yukos. 

When Russian authorities dissolved 
Yukos and took over its assets, Yukos 
investors, including 20,000 individual 
American investors, many from my 
home State of Massachusetts, received 
nothing. I’m pleased that PNTR legis-
lation requires USTR and the State De-
partment to provide an annual report 
to Congress on the steps they are tak-
ing to advocate for American investors 
in Yukos. This reporting requirement 
is critical because Russia must be 
pressed to make good on the money it 
owes American investors. 

Madam Speaker, I actually, for a 
long period of time, had a bracelet that 
I wore and kept in my office—and still 
have—based upon one of the issues at 
the time that led to Jackson-Vanik, 
and it was the ability and right of So-
viet Jewry to emigrate from Russia if 
they so desire, and we are addressing 
that issue today. It was one of the 
human rights champions that we’re 
witnessing today that allowed this to 
happen. And I think that you can see 
how far diplomacy can extend when it’s 
beneficial to the United States, but 
also on the issue of emigration at that 
particular time. It was America and 
the American dimension that helped to 
transform that particular moment. 

Mr. CAMP. Madam Speaker, how 
much time remains? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Michigan (Mr. CAMP) has 
22 minutes remaining, and the gen-
tleman from Michigan (Mr. LEVIN) has 
141⁄2 minutes remaining. 

Mr. CAMP. Thank you. 
I yield 2 minutes to a distinguished 

member of the Ways and Means Com-
mittee, the gentleman from Wash-
ington State (Mr. REICHERT). 

Mr. REICHERT. I thank the gen-
tleman for yielding. 

Madam Speaker, I’m speaking in 
favor of granting Russia and Moldova 
permanent normal trade relations. I 
would like to emphasize this will hold 
only benefits, as was said, for the 
United States. There is no down side 
for us in this agreement, unless we fail 
to act. 

Now the time has come for us to 
come together and pass this legisla-
tion. As the sponsor of the Moldova 
PNTR, I’m pleased that the long over-
due graduation of Moldova from the 
Jackson-Vanik amendment is included 
in this bill. JIM MCDERMOTT and I have 
worked hard on the Moldovan agree-
ment and are very proud and pleased to 
see that it’s included in this bill. 

Passing this bill will increase Amer-
ica’s exports of goods and services sub-
stantially and will serve as a no-cost 
job creator. Currently, exports to Rus-
sia support over 1,400 jobs in my home 
State. In fact, in 1 year, exports from 
Washington State to Russia grew by 80 
percent. If, however, we fail to act, 
U.S. companies, farmers, and workers 
will not receive the benefits of the Rus-
sian membership, nor will the United 

States Government have authority to 
hold Russia accountable to its WTO 
commitments. 

So, Madam Speaker, it’s my sincere 
hope that we can pass this legislation 
and grant Russia and Moldova perma-
nent normal trade relations. 

Mr. LEVIN. It is now my pleasure to 
yield 2 minutes to a gentleman who has 
served so long with distinction on our 
committee, the gentleman from New 
York (Mr. RANGEL). 

(Mr. RANGEL asked and was given 
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. RANGEL. I rise on the floor be-
cause there have been so many people 
in my constituency that are wondering 
about why did I vote in support of 
China going into the WTO, and at the 
same time we all are complaining 
about our failure to abide by the rules. 
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I want to make it abundantly clear 
that we’re in the same situation. 
SANDY and I, it was a profile in courage 
almost to support China, and we have 
consistently supported our position as 
most people are supporting the com-
mittee’s position and the Congress’ po-
sition as relates to allowing Russia to 
assume the responsibilities of joining 
the WTO. While we have no guarantees 
that she will abide by the rules, at 
least we do have that she recognizes 
that there are international rules. 

For those people that are just moni-
toring the behavior of the People’s Re-
public of China, we have to realize that 
in order to get people to cooperate and 
to find some discipline in international 
trade, they have to join. This goes a 
long way in making certain not only 
that we create the jobs and improve 
commercial trade with Russia, but also 
it encourages the administration now 
to see what works for the great United 
States, what really works to improve 
the quality of trade between all na-
tions, and it gives us another tool to 
work with. 

So I want to thank SANDY and the 
chairman of the committee for work-
ing together as closely as they have, 
and Mr. MCDERMOTT. And I do hope 
that we will be able to join these coun-
tries to say that even in America it’s 
possible to work even with Com-
munists and not sell out our principles 
of the great qualities of democracy 
that are prevalent with most people. 

Mr. CAMP. At this time I yield 2 
minutes to a distinguished member of 
the Ways and Means Committee, the 
gentleman from Minnesota (Mr. PAUL-
SEN). 

Mr. PAULSEN. I thank the gen-
tleman for yielding. 

I’d like to speak in favor of this legis-
lation but also just talk a little bit 
about why this bill is so important to 
my home State in Minnesota. 

Minnesota’s economy has a stake in 
extending permanent normal trade re-
lations with Russia. Last year, Min-
nesota exported about $71 million 
worth of goods to Russia, directly sup-

porting hundreds of jobs for Minneso-
tans. Now, with the world’s ninth-larg-
est economy and a growing middle 
class, the Russian marketplace holds 
great future potential for increased ex-
ports and more Minnesota jobs. 

This August, Russia gained member-
ship to the WTO, giving member econo-
mies around the globe increased access 
to nearly 142 million potential cus-
tomers. But our failure to pass perma-
nent normal trade relations with Rus-
sia means American job creators, 
American employers can’t take advan-
tage of these new opportunities. There 
are large Minnesota job creators like 
Cargill, 3M, T&M Marine, TSC Con-
tainer Freight, and Massman Automa-
tion that have all expressed their inter-
est and how important it is that PNTR 
be extended for increased competition 
and job growth. 

One great example of an industry 
that will benefit from extending PNTR 
to Russia is our Nation’s medical de-
vice innovators. We understand the im-
mense size of the Russian population, 
but only 20 percent of Russians cur-
rently have access to quality health 
care, and nearly two-thirds of Russia’s 
medical equipment is becoming obso-
lete. There is an incredible oppor-
tunity, Madam Speaker, for U.S. med-
ical technology. And now with its ac-
cession to the WTO, Russia has agreed 
to substantial tariff reductions for im-
ported medical equipment, again, cre-
ating a great opportunity for American 
medical device innovators to increase 
exports, grow their businesses, and cre-
ate many new jobs. But unless we pass 
this legislation, unless we move for-
ward, our competitors will continue to 
have a distinct and unnecessary advan-
tage. 

We need to pass PNTR with Russia 
not only for countless Minnesota busi-
nesses trying to compete and win in to-
day’s marketplace, but also, more im-
portantly, for 60,000 Minnesota jobs 
that are tied to a robust trade agenda. 

Mr. LEVIN. Madam Speaker, I now 
yield 11⁄2 minutes to another member of 
our committee from the great State of 
Oregon (Mr. BLUMENAUER), who is so 
active on trade issues. 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. I appreciate the 
gentleman’s courtesy. 

You have heard and you will con-
tinue to hear how important it is to 
pass this legislation to level the play-
ing field for the United States and our 
businesses that seek to do business 
with Russia, one of the 10 largest 
economies in the world. This provides 
us an additional tool to make sure that 
our friends in Russia play by the rules. 

Now, while one of the Presidential 
candidates talked about Russia being 
the greatest geopolitical threat to the 
United States, I think it’s clear that 
times have in fact changed. The rela-
tionship between the United States and 
the former Soviet Union has been dra-
matically altered. Russia is an oppor-
tunity for us—it’s a challenge. We have 
differences of opinion. There are issues 

VerDate Mar 15 2010 00:53 Nov 17, 2012 Jkt 029060 PO 00000 Frm 00014 Fmt 4634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K16NO7.019 H16NOPT1jb
el

l o
n 

D
S

K
7S

P
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H6413 November 16, 2012 
that we, frankly, need their coopera-
tion. There are others that we’re push-
ing back a little bit. But it is far better 
to be engaged in economic competition 
and cooperation to help build those 
bridges. 

Speaking of bridges, I think it’s en-
couraging to watch the debate on this 
floor today. It’s been my pleasure to be 
involved with a variety of them over 
the years, but this is one where there is 
commonality, where there’s consensus, 
where we’re working together to move 
forward. I hope this forms a pattern by 
which we will be able to have future 
success in critical, thoughtful trade 
policy crafting in the future. The 
American economy needs it. 

Mr. CAMP. At this time I yield 2 
minutes to a distinguished member of 
the Ways and Means Committee, the 
gentleman from Illinois (Mr. ROSKAM). 

Mr. ROSKAM. I thank the chairman. 
Madam Speaker, a couple months ago 

I pick up the phone and I’m talking to 
one of your constituent companies in 
Naperville, Illinois. It’s a company 
that you’ve represented well for the 
past 14 years. I was talking to the man-
ufacturer, talking about Russian 
PNTR, and I posed a simple question: 
How much business are you doing now, 
and what kind of business would you be 
able to do in Russia if we normalize the 
trade relationships? Without batting 
an eye he said, currently, Congress-
man, we do $15 million worth of exports 
into Russia. If Congress changes this 
and we regularize this status, that 
number overnight would jump to $30 
million. 

Now, the State of Illinois currently is 
one of the largest States as it relates 
to exports to Russia—$70 million worth 
of business, Madam Speaker, coming 
out of our home State. So we’ve got a 
chance today to do something great, 
and to do something great is to allow 
worldwide American companies to get 
a sure footing in a growing market-
place that’s only going to get bigger, 
and to do it in a thoughtful way. 

This helps to meet President 
Obama’s goal of doubling exports in 5 
years—this is inextricably linked to 
that goal—and this is an opportunity 
for us to create jobs where we want to 
create them, that is, here at home, ex-
porting into markets abroad. 

Mr. LEVIN. I now yield 11⁄2 minutes 
to another active member of our com-
mittee on trade and every issue that 
comes before us, the gentleman from 
Wisconsin (Mr. KIND). 

Mr. KIND. I thank the gentleman for 
yielding me this time. 

I want to first commend the chair-
man and the ranking member of the 
Ways and Means Committee, Mr. CAMP 
and Mr. LEVIN, for the work they did in 
getting this legislation to the floor. 

I rise in strong support of extending 
permanent normal trade relations with 
Russia and Moldova. I also want to 
commend the chair and the ranking 
member of the subcommittee, Mr. 
BRADY and Mr. MCDERMOTT, for the 
work that they’ve done, as well as a 

gentleman who’s not on the floor 
today—we’re going to miss his leader-
ship, he’s retiring at the end of this 
session—Mr. DREIER from California. 
He’s been a great leader on trade pol-
icy. He’s been a great colleague. We 
will miss that leadership, and I com-
mend him for his one last lift that he 
made into making this legislation pos-
sible. 

In a lot of ways I wish we had passed 
this before the August recess because 
every day we delay right now we are 
losing market share in a large and ex-
panding marketplace in Russia. Our 
goods, our services, our products, the 
Made in America goods that we should 
be exporting right now, we’re not until 
we’re able to pass this bill. Russia has 
already agreed to lower their trade bar-
riers and other nontariff barriers for 
the entry of our goods. 

Just as one example, Great Britain 
alone over the last couple of years has 
expanded their exports into the Rus-
sian market by over 80 percent. But 
this legislation will also allow us to en-
force rules and have dispute resolution 
mechanisms that are available through 
the World Trade Organization, higher 
rules that Russia now has to comply 
with. 

As another example from my home 
State of Wisconsin, Russia has, since 
2010, shut out all dairy exports that we 
could make from our country into Rus-
sia due to phytosanitary concerns that 
we view as highly suspect and highly 
questionable. Now we’ll have a mecha-
nism in order to resolve that dispute 
through the WTO. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
time of the gentleman has expired. 

Mr. LEVIN. I yield the gentleman an 
additional 30 seconds. 

Mr. KIND. Something that is not 
available to us until we’re able to move 
this legislation here today. 

Now, as was pointed out earlier, Gov-
ernor Romney indicated that Russia, in 
his view, is America’s greatest 
geostrategic adversary in the 21st cen-
tury. 

b 1030 

I don’t know if that’s true or not, but 
I do know that when goods and prod-
ucts cross borders, armies don’t. This 
gives us another tool of diplomatic en-
gagement with Russia, economic en-
gagement with Russia, as well as an-
other piece to what we need to do to 
get our economy fully functioning and 
creating the good-paying jobs that we 
need right here in America at this 
time. 

So I encourage my colleagues to sup-
port this. Hopefully, we will have a 
wide bipartisan vote, and I thank the 
leadership on this issue. 

Mr. CAMP. Madam Speaker, at this 
time I yield 2 minutes to the distin-
guished gentleman from New York (Mr. 
GRIMM). 

Mr. GRIMM. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to speak on H.R. 6156, Russia and 
Moldova Jackson-Vanik Repeal Act of 
2012. And I’m very, very proud to join 

my friend and colleague, Congressman 
GREG MEEKS, and stand with him in 
strong support of this legislation. I 
look forward to serving with him as 
the cochair of the Congressional Russia 
Caucus in the 113th Congress. 

Madam Speaker, Russia, as we’ve 
heard, is one of the largest economies 
in the world, and passing permanent 
normal trade relations with Russia is a 
move that would greatly benefit the 
United States. 

The World Bank has estimated that 
more than half of Russia’s 140 million- 
plus people are middle class consumers. 
This legislation creates great opportu-
nities for Americans and New York 
companies. It creates jobs for small 
businesses in Staten Island and Brook-
lyn. It increases maritime jobs at the 
Port of New York and creates more 
jobs in the manufacturing and services 
sector in New York City. 

New York and Russia have a special 
relationship. Last year, New York ex-
ported $497 million worth of goods to 
Russia, which directly supported an es-
timated 1,400 jobs. Additionally, New 
York City is home to one of the largest 
Russian communities in the United 
States and that, I’m very proud to say, 
I represent. 

So I urge my colleagues to vote in 
favor of American jobs and vote ‘‘aye’’ 
on H.R. 6156. 

Mr. LEVIN. Madam Speaker, could 
you verify how much time there is on 
both sides. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Michigan (Mr. LEVIN) has 
9 minutes, and the gentleman from 
Michigan (Mr. CAMP) has 151⁄2 minutes. 

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Chairman, I think 
I’ll proceed. 

It’s now my pleasure to yield 11⁄2 min-
utes to the gentleman from New Jersey 
(Mr. PASCRELL), another vigorous 
member of our committee on all issues. 
We wish your State the best, by the 
way. 

Mr. PASCRELL. Mr. CAMP, Mr. 
LEVIN, great job in putting this to-
gether. I didn’t drink the Kool-Aid 
when I came to Ways and Means on 
trade, I can tell you that; but I think 
that this is a major effort on both sides 
of reconciliation and putting together 
a good trade deal, so I want to con-
gratulate both of you sincerely. 

I want to congratulate Mr. MICHAUD 
for seeking the inclusion of tough en-
forcement provisions. You can have all 
the trade deals in the world; but if you 
do not have tough enforcement, then 
they mean very, very, very little. 

I’m very concerned about the imbal-
ance in trade with Russia, which is try-
ing to be our partner here. I mean, im-
ports in 2011 were $34.5 billion, and ex-
ports were only $8.3 billion. I hope we 
reverse that, or we can change that 
dramatically, with so many items 
being reduced in terms of what the 
rates will be. 

In New Jersey, it’s very important 
for us. We export auto parts and med-
ical equipment to Russia, for example; 
and by them joining the WTO, Russian 
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tariffs will be lowered for our exports, 
and that helps our workers get to 
work. 

This has always been the major issue 
in any trade deal: Does it hurt our jobs 
or does it help our jobs? And I’m con-
vinced that this legislation will be of 
great help to get our trade imbalance 
down to where we want it to be. 

But, Mr. Chairman and SANDY, I’m 
very concerned about using trade as le-
verage. The Russians have stuck their 
finger in our eye on the subject of 
Syria, and I’d like to use trade as le-
verage. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
time of the gentleman has expired. 

Mr. LEVIN. I yield the gentleman an 
additional 10 seconds. 

Mr. PASCRELL. I want to make sure 
that Russia does toe the line. This is 
very serious business. So if we can’t 
get them to move on Syria, the situa-
tion only gets worse. Maybe it’s hope-
ful that we have a coalition which was 
formed just a few days ago. So I hope 
that we will use trade as leverage not 
only in Russia. 

Mr. CAMP. Madam Speaker, I yield 2 
minutes to the distinguished gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. 
KELLY). 

Mr. KELLY. Madam Speaker, I rise 
in strong support. Listen, this is what 
the country expects us to do; and 
today, you don’t have to have on a red 
shirt or blue shirt. These are red, 
white, and blue jobs that we’re talking 
about. And we’re talking about our op-
portunity now to compete, and not just 
compete and not just participate, to 
actually dominate the world market. 

I want to just read from a note from 
a friend of mine, Rick McNeel, who’s 
the president and the chief executive 
officer of Lord Corporation. He says 
that outside our borders are markets 
that represent 80 percent of the world’s 
purchasing power, 92 percent of the 
economic growth, and 95 percent of its 
consumers. One in three American 
manufacturing jobs depends on this. 

In Lord Corporation alone, they in-
creased their sales from $67 million in 
2001 to $158 million in 2011. 

Listen, this makes sense for America. 
This makes sense for the world. And 
when it talks about us not just partici-
pating, but dominating the world mar-
ket, my goodness, does this give us a 
voice at the table when it comes to the 
discussion of human rights and per-
sonal liberty. We can be the strongest 
voice in the world, and we need to be 
that strongest voice in the world. 
There is no other place to look to now 
for leadership other than the United 
States. We can do that. 

And by passing this today, we send a 
strong message not only to the world, 
but to our country, that we have joined 
hands, we are joining arm-in-arm, and 
we are going to dominate in the world 
markets and regain our position as the 
leader when it comes to human rights 
and personal freedoms and liberty. 

I thank the gentleman, and I’d urge 
all our colleagues on both sides to pass 
this bill today. 

Mr. LEVIN. I yield 3 minutes to the 
distinguished gentleman from Oregon 
(Mr. DEFAZIO), with his passion on all 
issues. 

Mr. DEFAZIO. I thank my friend, the 
gentleman, for the time. 

We could, today on the floor, just re-
play the debate from 11 years ago in 
the lame-duck session about China. It’s 
about exporting U.S. goods to China. 
Just get them in the WTO, give them 
permanent normal trade relations, and 
they’ll follow the rules. Well, when we 
adopted that, our trade deficit with 
China was $84 billion. Today it’s $295 
billion. 

The issue isn’t the tariffs the Rus-
sians have. The issue wasn’t the tariffs 
that the Chinese had. It’s all of their 
manipulation and nontariff barriers 
that go into these nonmarket econo-
mies. How is it going to be any dif-
ference with Russia? 

The debate is disconnected from the 
reality. We’re concerned about Syria, 
so let’s reward them with permanent 
normal trade relations. You can’t go to 
the WTO and complain about the Rus-
sians supporting a thug who’s killing 
his people in Syria. That’s not some-
thing you can use the WTO for. 

We are giving up the tools we have to 
try and push Russia on economic 
issues; and we’re binding ourselves to 
this international body, which has a se-
cret dispute resolution process with 
unelected bureaucrats who have no 
conflict-of-interest rules. Now, that’s a 
powerful tool we’re going to use 
against those Russians. It worked real 
well against the Chinese. It doesn’t 
work against the way the Chinese are 
manipulating their markets to keep 
out our goods, to steal our inter-
national property, and all the host of 
other unfair trade practices there that 
the Russians can just duplicate very 
easily. The WTO is not the solution to 
these issues. 

We have more power today with a bi-
lateral agreement. We have more 
power today with the capability of de-
priving them of a normal trade relation 
status with the United States. If we 
want to use our clout, we should vote 
this bill down. 

And it’s not just about Syria and 
human rights and a host of other 
abuses in Russia. It’s about American 
jobs. Today, the biggest export under 
the WTO for the last 15 years has been 
American jobs. How is that going to 
change by binding us, one more time, 
to the WTO with one more nonmarket, 
essentially dictatorial economy with a 
corrupt regime running the country? 

b 1040 

How is that going to work any dif-
ferently than it has worked with 
China? It won’t. This is a recipe for 
more job loss. It’s not about saying, 
Oh, the terrorists will go away, and 
they’re just going to start buying all 
our goods. No, it’s not going to happen. 
All the same abuses that we have seen 
in China will be replicated by the re-
gime in Russia, and it will become, yet 

again, another large addition to the 
deficit side of our ledger on trade. I 
urge Members to oppose this. 

Mr. CAMP. I yield 2 minutes to a dis-
tinguished gentleman from Missouri 
(Mr. LONG). 

Mr. LONG. Madam Speaker, we are 
trading with Russia right now. This 
doesn’t hurt Russia. This is to prevent 
hurting us. This is to help our manu-
facturers and our farmers. If you took 
manufacturing and farming out of the 
United States of America, you 
wouldn’t have a whole lot left; and 
since Russia is in the World Trade Or-
ganization, we need to move past that. 
I support permanent normal trade rela-
tions with Russia because permanent 
normal trade relations is a great oppor-
tunity to create new jobs here in Amer-
ica. 

American workers produce some of 
the highest-quality manufactured and 
agricultural goods in the entire world. 
PNTR will allow our workers to com-
pete on a level playing field—and that’s 
what I’m after—in a new market, and 
it will give people who are out of work 
new opportunities to get back on the 
job. Americans work hard, and they 
can compete with any nation in the 
world if given the chance; but there has 
got to be a fair playing field. PNTR 
will provide that chance for those to 
compete fairly in the Russian market. 
We shouldn’t be hamstringing our Na-
tion’s workers over a technicality 
stemming from the Cold War. 

Americans are suffering right now. 
They want jobs right now so that they 
can pay their mortgages and send their 
children to college and plan for retire-
ment. Expanding opportunities for 
Americans to sell products in foreign 
markets is one of the best ways that 
we can help relieve Americans from the 
economic hardships that they are now 
facing. 

Good jobs for Americans right here in 
America is not impossible to accom-
plish. We can make America the best 
place in the world to do business if we 
will remove unnecessary bureaucratic 
burdens off the backs of American 
workers. Passing PNTR will be a very 
good first step. 

Mr. LEVIN. It is now my pleasure to 
yield 1 minute to the gentleman from 
Virginia who is deeply involved in 
trade issues, Mr. MORAN. 

Mr. MORAN. I thank my friend from 
Michigan. I thank him for his very gen-
uine concern over the jobs and labor 
rights for American workers and for 
his support of this legislation. 

Madam Speaker, today, countries all 
over the world are enjoying pref-
erential treatment versus the United 
States with Russia. They have better 
intellect property protections; they 
have lower tariff barriers; they have 
other open-market concessions. And 
many of them are our allies, but all of 
them are our competitors. 

Now, clearly, parts of Russia’s econ-
omy is little better than a 
kleptocracy—with serious violations of 
human and political rights. Yet the 
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Jackson-Vanik bill is in place today. 
This would repeal it, which needs to be 
done, and it would impose the 
Magnitsky bill, which would support 
human rights and political rights in 
Russia. I should share with my col-
leagues that Charlie Vanik, after he re-
tired, became a constituent of mine. He 
wrote a letter to me, saying that the 
time for the Jackson-Vanik bill has 
passed and that, in fact, in many areas 
it’s counterproductive. 

We are doing the right thing—the 
right thing for America’s workers and 
the right thing for America’s economy 
in supporting this legislation today. 

Mr. CAMP. I yield 2 minutes to a dis-
tinguished member of the Ways and 
Means Committee, the gentleman from 
New York (Mr. REED). 

Mr. REED. Thank you, Mr. Chair-
man, for yielding time to me today. 

I rise, Madam Speaker, in support of 
the proposed legislation to repeal 
Jackson-Vanik. 

To me, what this represents is an op-
portunity for American manufacturers 
and American farmers to have access 
to the Russian market so that we can 
go about the number one priority of 
this Congress and the next Congress— 
getting people back to work. This rep-
resents an opportunity to potentially 
increase U.S. exports by doubling or 
even tripling those export levels over 
the next 5 years with PNTR status in 
place for Russia. 

I strongly support the proposed legis-
lation, and I take a point of disagree-
ment with my good friend from Oregon, 
who was referencing his comments in 
opposition to the proposed legislation. 

The fact is that Russia is now part of 
the WTO. They are a member after 18 
years of negotiation, some of the nego-
tiations being led by the United States 
in the most aggressive manner to hold 
them accountable to the rules of the 
WTO. By not supporting this legisla-
tion, we are handcuffing American 
manufacturers and farmers by not al-
lowing them to take advantage of this 
opportunity that is there. 

So I urge all of my colleagues to sup-
port the proposed legislation, and I 
urge our moving forward with expand-
ing job opportunities for generations of 
Americans to come. 

Mr. LEVIN. It is now my pleasure to 
yield 1 minute to the gentleman from 
Tennessee (Mr. COHEN). 

Mr. COHEN. I rise in strong support 
of this legislation because it will mean 
jobs in Memphis and will make Russia, 
which is potentially our most impor-
tant bilateral relationship, a stronger 
one. I also rise as a cosponsor of the 
Magnitsky Rule of Law Accountability 
Act. We must hold Magnitsky’s killers 
accountable as well as others who have 
been responsible for human rights 
abuses in Russia. 

I am particularly concerned about 
the case of an all-women’s punk rock 
band that staged an unauthorized con-
cert in a church to protest President 
Putin. They were arrested and charged 
with hooliganism, motivated by reli-

gious hatred. They were sentenced sub-
ject to a trial that was little more than 
a farce. They were not allowed to tes-
tify and weren’t allowed testimony by 
witnesses on their side. They were sen-
tenced to a 2-year prison sentence in a 
penal colony far away from their fami-
lies and far away from Moscow. 

I recently met with their legal team 
and with the husband of one of their 
members, and I found their story trou-
bling as they are the latest victims of 
the Russian Government’s brutal 
crackdown on dissent. Those respon-
sible for this miscarriage of justice 
should be held accountable, which is 
why this bill is important. The band 
was prevented from exercising First 
Amendment rights and also from hav-
ing a fair trial. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
time of the gentleman has expired. 

Mr. LEVIN. I yield the gentleman an 
additional 15 seconds. 

Mr. COHEN. These are exactly the 
sorts of victims contemplated in this 
legislation. I hope the State Depart-
ment will give strong consideration to 
their case when compiling the list 
called for in this legislation. Russia 
should be a partner and friend, but we 
cannot stand by while they continue to 
violate the rights of their people with 
these abuses. 

I thank Mr. LEVIN, and I also want to 
thank the head of the Foreign Affairs 
Committee, Mr. BERMAN—a great Con-
gressman. I urge my colleagues to sup-
port this legislation. 

Mr. CAMP. I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. LEVIN. It is now my pleasure to 
yield 1 minute to a gentleman who has 
just been sworn in, a colleague of ours 
from Michigan (Mr. CURSON). 

This is your maiden speech, and it is 
my special pleasure to yield to you. 

Mr. CURSON of Michigan. Today, I 
will vote in favor of H.R. 6156 and to 
change Russia’s trading status from 
conditional to permanent normal trade 
relations. By doing so, we will ensure 
that American businesses, workers, 
and farmers will receive the same com-
petitive access to Russia’s markets 
that all other countries receive in the 
WTO. It is my hope that H.R. 6156 will 
provide growth opportunities for Amer-
ican businesses and will create jobs for 
our workers here at home. However, 
while expanding trade with Russia, we 
must not lose sight of our American 
values and our commitment to human 
rights. 

H.R. 6156 has been updated and sig-
nificantly improved by the adoption of 
the Sergei Magnitsky Rule of Law Ac-
countability Act of 2012. Sergei 
Magnitsky was a 37-year-old Russian 
lawyer and father of two, who was tor-
tured to death after he exposed an 
elaborate tax fraud scheme—the larg-
est in Russian history—that defrauded 
the Russian people of $230 million. No-
vember 16 will be the third anniversary 
of Sergei’s death; and, to date, no one 
has been punished for this crime. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
time of the gentleman has expired. 

Mr. LEVIN. I yield the gentleman an 
additional 30 seconds. 

Mr. CURSON of Michigan. The act 
will finally hold those responsible for 
the embezzlement and Sergei’s death 
accountable by denying them entry 
into the United States and by freezing 
their assets. The bill would also hold 
accountable anyone believed to be re-
sponsible for killing, torturing, or com-
mitting other human rights violations 
against anyone seeking to expose cor-
ruption or to expand human rights and 
freedoms. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
time of the gentleman has again ex-
pired. 

Mr. LEVIN. I yield the gentleman an 
additional 15 seconds. 

Mr. CURSON of Michigan. The act re-
quires the executive branch to publish 
a list of people who are to be punished 
under its sanctions, and it gives key 
Members of Congress the ability to re-
quest that the names of other human 
rights violators be added to the list. 
Diligent enforcement of the provisions 
of this act is critical for its success, 
however, and the State Department 
must do what is right and hold human 
rights violators accountable. H.R. 6156 
is a powerful statement of support for 
freedom and democracy. It is a good 
bill for Americans and Russians alike. 

b 1050 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-

tleman from Michigan (Mr. CAMP) has 
101⁄2 minutes remaining, and the gen-
tleman from Michigan (Mr. LEVIN) has 
15 seconds. 

Mr. CAMP. At this time, I have no 
further speakers, and I am prepared to 
close. 

Mr. LEVIN. I would ask Mr. CAMP if 
you would yield me an additional 11⁄2 
minutes. 

Mr. CAMP. Yes, I yield 1 minute to 
the gentleman from Michigan. 

Mr. LEVIN. Madam Speaker, I yield 
myself the balance of my time. 

I wanted Mr. CURSON to finish his 
statement because of his roots in the 
labor movement and beyond. We’re 
proud to have you here, and we wel-
come your statement. 

As I close, I want to congratulate ev-
erybody who worked on this to try to 
strengthen it. I also want to say just a 
word about Jackson-Vanik because 
this terminates that provision that was 
a part of the trade bill. 

I want to salute everybody over the 
years who worked to implement what 
Senator Jackson and Congressman 
Vanik undertook. Many of us, my late 
wife and myself, and so many others 
went to Russia to try to make real that 
amendment. It showed that trade is 
more than the flow of goods. We have 
to look at the structure within which 
trade operates. 

So I close again by attributing so 
much to people who worked so hard to 
try to make sure that those who want-
ed to leave Russia, the Jewish commu-
nity and beyond, had a chance to live 
elsewhere and to pursue their lives 
with dignity. 
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This is an important moment. 
I yield back the balance of my time. 
Mr. CAMP. I yield myself the balance 

of my time. 
I too want to thank Mr. LEVIN for his 

work on this legislation and for his 
long-time work on Jackson-Vanik. 
Those were very different times. His 
leadership there, I think, has paved the 
way for the effort that we’re going to 
see today—I think a very large bipar-
tisan vote. I appreciate the bipartisan-
ship on this bill. 

I also want to thank the gentleman 
from California (Mr. DREIER), who will 
be retiring at the end of this Congress, 
who is the chairman of the Rules Com-
mittee, who has been a leader on trade, 
trade issues, and has really been a 
mentor to me on these issues since I 
came to Congress. His leadership will 
be missed both in the Rules Committee 
and his intelligent contribution to de-
bate on the floor, as well as his leader-
ship on trade issues. 

This truly is, as Mr. LEVIN said ear-
lier, a bipartisan effort, and many 
brought it forward: Mr. MCGOVERN, Ms. 
ROS-LEHTINEN, Mr. CARDIN, a former 
member of the Ways and Means Com-
mittee now in the Senate. This is the 
seventh bipartisan trade bill we’ve had 
this Congress. Also, not to be forgot-
ten, this moves Moldovan PNTR. 
Moldova joined the WTO 11 years ago. 
Finally, we’re seeing a resolution and 
some movement there. 

As others have said, Russia is and 
will be a member of the WTO, regard-
less of whether or not the United 
States grants Russia PNTR. The com-
mercial benefits, the jobs that will be 
created here in the United States be-
cause of Russia’s accession, are signifi-
cant if we do grant PNTR. As a WTO 
member, Russia will be subject to rules 
and regulations that the WTO creates 
that they’re not subject to now. They 
must comply with all of their rules and 
regulations. It helps level the playing 
field for our workers, our employers, 
our exporters, and particularly in the 
areas of discriminatory practices, in-
tellectual property rights, more trans-
parency, implementing uniform rules 
and customs, all the things that are 
needed to have a viable economic—a 
dynamic and equal relationship are im-
portant there. 

Also, it’s important to note that our 
employers, workers, farmers, ranchers, 
and employees will not get any benefits 
of having Russia into the WTO unless 
we grant this. 

This is an important step. It will 
bring us big gains. As has been said, 
this establishes tools that will help us 
ensure Russia’s enforcement. And I 
think particularly also in the area of 
human rights, it’s important that the 
Magnitsky legislation is a part of this 
legislation. 

I urge support for this bill, and I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Madam Speaker, I rise 
in support of H.R. 6156, which would extend 
to the Russian Federation and the Republic of 
Moldova permanent normal trade relations 

(PNTR). While Russia completed its ascension 
to the World Trade Organization (WTO) earlier 
this year, U.S. businesses are currently at a 
competitive disadvantage to world competitors 
and we cannot utilize WTO dispute mecha-
nisms because of a Cold War-era law that has 
outlived its purpose. The Jackson-Vanik 
amendment rightly restricted trade relations 
with the former Soviet Union until it allowed 
Jews to emigrate freely—and it accomplished 
that objective. 

Now, it is important that we extend PNTR to 
Russia to allow our businesses to compete in 
the Russian market and to make use of WTO 
mechanisms that will force Russia to play by 
the rules. There are enormous opportunities 
for American exporters in the Russian market, 
especially for manufacturers of machinery, air-
craft, and computer and electronic parts. 

While this bill is not perfect, it sets strong 
enforcement procedures by requiring the U.S. 
Trade Representative (USTR) to report annu-
ally to Congress on Russia’s implementation 
of its WTO obligations (including food safety 
issues, intellectual property protections, and 
implementation of the WTO Information Tech-
nology Agreement and Agreement on Govern-
ment Procurement). This legislation also re-
quires the USTR and State Department to re-
port on Russia’s promotion of the rule of law, 
which must improve to provide certainty to in-
vestors, curb bribery and corruption, and most 
importantly improve human rights. 

That is why I am pleased that this legislation 
also includes provisions from the Sergei 
Magnitsky Rule of Law Accountability Act, 
which hold accountable those responsible for 
the detention and death of Russian activist 
Sergei Magnitsky. This sends a message to 
Russia that ascension to the WTO comes with 
responsibilities, including compliance with 
international trade agreements, enforcement of 
the rule of law, and protection of human 
rights—especially those of political dissenters. 

Again, this bill is not perfect and could have 
included stronger enforcement provisions to 
ensure the protection of labor groups in Rus-
sia. Unfortunately, it was considered under a 
closed rule and no amendments were per-
mitted. It is essential, however, that we extend 
PNTR to allow our businesses to compete and 
WTO enforcement mechanisms to function. 

I urge my colleagues to support this legisla-
tion. 

Mr. PAUL. Madam Speaker, I rise to strong-
ly oppose this legislation. Unfortunately, Con-
gress has ruined an opportunity to overturn an 
anachronistic impediment to free trade with 
Russia by attaching to it an interventionist and 
provocative ‘‘human rights’’ bill that will worsen 
U.S./Russia relations. 

With Russia’s recent accession to the World 
Trade Organization (WTO) Congress is obli-
gated to repeal the ‘‘Jackson-Vanik Amend-
ment,’’ a 1974 era piece of legislation that 
sought to condition normal trade relations with 
the Soviet Union (which no longer exists) upon 
liberalization of emigration rules for Soviet 
Jews. WTO members are obliged to eliminate 
trade barriers with other members. So the re-
peal and extension of normal trade relations 
simply should have been a formality. Unfortu-
nately Congress instead took this as an oppor-
tunity to meddle in the internal affairs of Rus-
sia, which will worsen US/Russian relations 
and have a negative economic impact on the 
United States. 

By attaching the so-called ‘‘Magnitsky’’ bill 
to the Jackson-Vanik repeal, Congress will di-

rect the State Department to draw up a list of 
Russians it believes are responsible for 
human rights abuses. These people will be 
denied entry into the United States and have 
their assets seized by the U.S. government. 
The implications of this reckless move are 
stunning. 

What is even more dangerous is that the bill 
directs the U.S. government to also consider 
‘‘evidence’’ provided by international non-gov-
ernmental organizations when it determines 
who should be sanctioned by the U.S. govern-
ment. Non-governmental organizations are not 
legal tribunals, and in fact many are politically- 
motivated pressure groups. Many are funded 
by governments or political parties and in ex-
change do their bidding. This ironically re-
minds one of the ‘‘people’s tribunals’’ set up 
under the Soviet system, where evidence was 
considered irrelevant. 

These sanctions in this bill against individ-
uals are the economic equivalent of President 
Obama’s ‘‘kill list.’’ Individuals will be placed 
on this list under dubious and ill-defined cri-
teria, without due process or sound evidentiary 
requirements. 

If this bill becomes law, we should expect a 
response from Russia and perhaps other of 
our trading partners—particularly as many of 
our colleagues have suggested that the 
Magnitsky bill should serve as a model for our 
relations with the rest of the world. We might 
imagine the Russians or the Chinese passing 
similar legislation, banning Americans from 
entry and seizing the assets of Americans al-
legedly involved in ‘‘human rights violations.’’ 
What if they considered the U.S. bombing of 
Libya, which resulted in the death of thou-
sands of civilians from NATO bombs, such a 
violation? 

If Congress really is concerned about the 
human rights of prisoners, perhaps they might 
take a look at the terrible treatment of U.S. 
Army Private Bradley Manning while incarcer-
ated and awaiting trial. Last year Amnesty 
International wrote to then-Defense Secretary 
Robert Gates that Manning’s ‘‘inhumane’’ 
treatment while in custody ‘‘undermines the 
United States’ commitment to the principle of 
the presumption of innocence.’’ Congress re-
mains silent. 

In reality, this bill is about politics more than 
human rights. Listening to the debate it is ob-
vious that many supporters of this legislation 
simply do not like the democratic choices that 
the Russian people made in recent elections. 
Therefore they do what they can to undermine 
the Russian government and encourage ‘‘re-
gime change.’’ Again, how would we react? 

I encourage my colleagues to join me in op-
posing this legislation in its current form and to 
push for a bill that simply extends normal 
trade relations with Russia without meddling or 
provoking. When it comes to human rights, the 
United States should most definitely lead the 
world by its own example. On that measure, 
we still have a lot of work to do. 

Mr. MARCHANT. Madam Speaker, I rise in 
support of the Russia and Moldova Jackson- 
Vanik Repeal Act, which strengthens U.S. 
trade and helps American businesses stay 
competitive in a challenging global economy. 
The bill accomplishes these goals by granting 
permanent normal trade relations, or PNTR, 
with one of the leading economies in the 
world. Texas, in particular, stands to benefit. 

First, granting PNTR grows new markets. In 
Texas, my State exported $1.6 billion worth of 
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goods to Russia in 2011. That makes Texas 
the leading State in the country that trades 
with Russia. PNTR will allow Texas, and all 
U.S. businesses, to further expand into emerg-
ing markets. 

Second, PNTR helps create jobs. In 2011, 
trade with Russia directly supported over 
4,000 jobs in Texas. That number will only 
grow as new markets create new business op-
portunities. 

Third, PNTR ensures U.S. businesses get 
equal protection with Russia under WTO obli-
gations. Our foreign competitors can already 
use WTO mechanisms to enforce Russia’s 
trade commitments. With this bill, so can 
America. 

Madam Speaker, this bill promotes free 
trade, creates new jobs, and ensures protec-
tions for American workers. I proudly support 
this bill and urge my colleagues to do the 
same. 

Ms. HIRONO. Madam Speaker, I support 
H.R. 6156, the Russia and Moldova Jackson- 
Vanik Repeal Act of 2012, with some reserva-
tions. Russia became a member of the World 
Trade Organization (WTO) in August of this 
year. If the United States is to benefit from the 
non-discriminatory treatment of goods and 
services required by Russia’s membership in 
the WTO, we must grant permanent normal 
trade relations with Russia. The WTO provides 
a forum and process for requiring Russia to 
comply with its trade obligations. 

Russia is currently the United States’ 20th 
largest trade partner. My concern is that Rus-
sia might not live up to its trade commitments 
and here enforcement is key. This bill does 
have provisions that will strengthen our ability 
to make sure Russia complies with its obliga-
tions and directs the U.S. Trade Representa-
tive to pay special attention to Russia’s com-
pliance. Congress also has a role; we must 
exercise robust oversight to ensure that Rus-
sia lives up to its obligations and that we use 
all the enforcement mechanisms available to 
us. 

I am also supporting and have cosponsored 
H.R. 6149, which would further strengthen re-
quirements on the U.S. Trade Representative 
to monitor and pursue enforcement of Russian 
commitments under the WTO. 

I am also supporting this bill because it in-
cludes the Sergei Magnitsky Rule of Law Ac-
countability Act, which strengthens the ability 
of the U.S. government to hold Russian na-
tionals who have engaged in human rights vio-
lations accountable for their crimes. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. All time 
for debate on the bill has expired. 

Pursuant to House Resolution 808, 
the previous question is ordered on the 
bill, as amended. 

The question is on the engrossment 
and third reading of the bill. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed 
and read a third time, and was read the 
third time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the passage of the bill. 

The question was taken; and the 
Speaker pro tempore announced that 
the ayes appeared to have it. 

Mr. CAMP. Madam Speaker, on that 
I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned. 

PROVIDING FOR A CONDITIONAL 
ADJOURNMENT OR RECESS OF 
THE SENATE AND AN ADJOURN-
MENT OF THE HOUSE OF REP-
RESENTATIVES 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following privileged 
concurrent resolution: 

S. CON. RES. 60 

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That when the Sen-
ate recesses or adjourns on any day from 
Thursday, November 15, 2012, through Fri-
day, November 16, 2012, on a motion offered 
pursuant to this concurrent resolution by its 
Majority Leader or his designee, it stand re-
cessed or adjourned until 12:00 noon on Mon-
day, November 26, 2012, or such other time on 
that day as may be specified by its Majority 
Leader or his designee in the motion to re-
cess or adjourn, or until the time of any re-
assembly pursuant to section 2 of this con-
current resolution, whichever occurs first; 
and that when the House adjourns on any 
legislative day from Friday, November 16, 
2012, through Friday, November 23, 2012, on a 
motion offered pursuant to this concurrent 
resolution by its Majority Leader or his des-
ignee, it stand adjourned until 2:00 p.m. on 
Tuesday, November 27, 2012, or until the time 
of any reassembly pursuant to section 2 of 
this concurrent resolution, whichever occurs 
first. 

SEC. 2. The Majority Leader of the Senate 
and the Speaker of the House, or their re-
spective designees, acting jointly after con-
sultation with the Minority Leader of the 
Senate and the Minority Leader of the 
House, shall notify the Members of the Sen-
ate and House, respectively, to reassemble at 
such place and time as they may designate 
if, in their opinion, the public interest shall 
warrant it. 

The concurrent resolution was con-
curred in. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until 11:30 
a.m. today. 

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 58 
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 

f 

b 1130 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mrs. BIGGERT) at 11 o’clock 
and 30 minutes a.m. 

f 

RUSSIA AND MOLDOVA JACKSON- 
VANIK REPEAL AND SERGEI 
MAGNITSKY RULE OF LAW AC-
COUNTABILITY ACT OF 2012 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the vote on passage 
of the bill (H.R. 6156) to authorize the 
extension of nondiscriminatory treat-
ment (normal trade relations treat-
ment) to products of the Russian Fed-
eration and Moldova and to require re-
ports on the compliance of the Russian 
Federation with its obligations as a 

member of the World Trade Organiza-
tion, and for other purposes, on which 
the yeas and nays were ordered. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the passage of the bill. 
The vote was taken by electronic de-

vice, and there were—yeas 365, nays 43, 
not voting 25, as follows: 

[Roll No. 608] 

YEAS—365 

Ackerman 
Adams 
Aderholt 
Akin 
Alexander 
Altmire 
Amash 
Amodei 
Andrews 
Austria 
Bachmann 
Bachus 
Baldwin 
Barber 
Barletta 
Barrow 
Barton (TX) 
Bass (CA) 
Bass (NH) 
Becerra 
Benishek 
Berg 
Berkley 
Berman 
Biggert 
Bilbray 
Bilirakis 
Bishop (NY) 
Bishop (UT) 
Black 
Blackburn 
Blumenauer 
Bonamici 
Bonner 
Bono Mack 
Boswell 
Boustany 
Brady (TX) 
Braley (IA) 
Brooks 
Broun (GA) 
Brown (FL) 
Buchanan 
Bucshon 
Buerkle 
Burgess 
Burton (IN) 
Butterfield 
Calvert 
Camp 
Campbell 
Canseco 
Cantor 
Capito 
Capps 
Carnahan 
Carney 
Carson (IN) 
Carter 
Cassidy 
Castor (FL) 
Chabot 
Chaffetz 
Chandler 
Clay 
Cleaver 
Clyburn 
Coble 
Coffman (CO) 
Cohen 
Cole 
Conaway 
Connolly (VA) 
Conyers 
Cooper 
Costa 
Courtney 
Cravaack 
Crawford 
Crenshaw 
Critz 
Crowley 
Cuellar 
Culberson 

Cummings 
Curson (MI) 
Davis (CA) 
Davis (IL) 
DeGette 
DelBene 
Denham 
Dent 
DesJarlais 
Deutch 
Diaz-Balart 
Dicks 
Dingell 
Doggett 
Dold 
Donnelly (IN) 
Dreier 
Duffy 
Duncan (SC) 
Duncan (TN) 
Edwards 
Ellison 
Ellmers 
Emerson 
Engel 
Eshoo 
Farenthold 
Farr 
Fattah 
Fincher 
Flake 
Fleischmann 
Fleming 
Flores 
Fortenberry 
Foxx 
Frank (MA) 
Franks (AZ) 
Frelinghuysen 
Garamendi 
Gardner 
Garrett 
Gerlach 
Gibbs 
Gibson 
Gingrey (GA) 
Gohmert 
Gonzalez 
Goodlatte 
Gosar 
Gowdy 
Granger 
Graves (GA) 
Graves (MO) 
Green, Al 
Griffin (AR) 
Griffith (VA) 
Grimm 
Guinta 
Guthrie 
Gutierrez 
Hall 
Hanabusa 
Hanna 
Harper 
Harris 
Hartzler 
Hastings (FL) 
Hastings (WA) 
Hayworth 
Heck 
Hensarling 
Herger 
Herrera Beutler 
Higgins 
Himes 
Hinojosa 
Hirono 
Hochul 
Honda 
Hoyer 
Huelskamp 
Huizenga (MI) 
Hultgren 

Hunter 
Hurt 
Israel 
Issa 
Jenkins 
Johnson (GA) 
Johnson (IL) 
Johnson (OH) 
Johnson, E. B. 
Johnson, Sam 
Jordan 
Kelly 
Kind 
King (IA) 
King (NY) 
Kingston 
Kinzinger (IL) 
Kissell 
Kline 
Labrador 
Lamborn 
Lance 
Landry 
Langevin 
Lankford 
Larsen (WA) 
Larson (CT) 
Latham 
Latta 
Levin 
Lewis (CA) 
Lewis (GA) 
Loebsack 
Long 
Lowey 
Lucas 
Luetkemeyer 
Luján 
Lummis 
Lungren, Daniel 

E. 
Lynch 
Mack 
Manzullo 
Marchant 
Marino 
Markey 
Massie 
Matheson 
Matsui 
McCarthy (CA) 
McCarthy (NY) 
McCaul 
McClintock 
McDermott 
McGovern 
McHenry 
McIntyre 
McKeon 
McKinley 
McMorris 

Rodgers 
McNerney 
Meehan 
Meeks 
Mica 
Michaud 
Miller (FL) 
Miller (MI) 
Miller (NC) 
Miller, Gary 
Moore 
Moran 
Mulvaney 
Murphy (CT) 
Murphy (PA) 
Myrick 
Neal 
Neugebauer 
Noem 
Nugent 
Nunes 
Nunnelee 
Olson 
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Olver 
Owens 
Palazzo 
Pascrell 
Pastor (AZ) 
Paulsen 
Payne 
Pearce 
Pelosi 
Perlmutter 
Peters 
Peterson 
Petri 
Pitts 
Platts 
Poe (TX) 
Polis 
Pompeo 
Posey 
Price (GA) 
Price (NC) 
Quayle 
Quigley 
Rangel 
Reed 
Rehberg 
Reichert 
Renacci 
Reyes 
Ribble 
Richardson 
Richmond 
Rigell 
Rivera 
Roby 
Roe (TN) 
Rogers (AL) 
Rogers (KY) 
Rohrabacher 

Rokita 
Rooney 
Ros-Lehtinen 
Roskam 
Ross (AR) 
Ross (FL) 
Roybal-Allard 
Royce 
Runyan 
Ruppersberger 
Ryan (WI) 
Sánchez, Linda 

T. 
Sanchez, Loretta 
Sarbanes 
Scalise 
Schakowsky 
Schiff 
Schilling 
Schmidt 
Schock 
Schrader 
Schwartz 
Schweikert 
Scott (SC) 
Scott (VA) 
Scott, Austin 
Scott, David 
Sensenbrenner 
Sessions 
Sewell 
Sherman 
Shimkus 
Shuster 
Simpson 
Sires 
Slaughter 
Smith (NE) 
Smith (NJ) 

Smith (TX) 
Smith (WA) 
Southerland 
Speier 
Stearns 
Stivers 
Stutzman 
Terry 
Thompson (CA) 
Thompson (PA) 
Thornberry 
Tiberi 
Tipton 
Tonko 
Tsongas 
Turner (NY) 
Turner (OH) 
Van Hollen 
Walberg 
Walden 
Walsh (IL) 
Walz (MN) 
Wasserman 

Schultz 
Watt 
Waxman 
Webster 
Welch 
West 
Westmoreland 
Whitfield 
Wilson (SC) 
Wittman 
Womack 
Woodall 
Yoder 
Young (AK) 
Young (FL) 
Young (IN) 

NAYS—43 

Baca 
Capuano 
Chu 
Cicilline 
Clarke (MI) 
Clarke (NY) 
DeFazio 
DeLauro 
Doyle 
Fudge 
Green, Gene 
Grijalva 
Hahn 
Hinchey 
Jones 

Kaptur 
Keating 
Kildee 
Kucinich 
LaTourette 
Lee (CA) 
Lipinski 
LoBiondo 
Lofgren, Zoe 
McCollum 
Nadler 
Napolitano 
Pallone 
Paul 
Pingree (ME) 

Rahall 
Rogers (MI) 
Ryan (OH) 
Serrano 
Stark 
Sutton 
Thompson (MS) 
Tierney 
Upton 
Velázquez 
Visclosky 
Waters 
Wilson (FL) 

NOT VOTING—25 

Bartlett 
Bishop (GA) 
Boren 
Brady (PA) 
Costello 
Filner 
Fitzpatrick 
Forbes 
Gallegly 

Heinrich 
Holden 
Holt 
Jackson (IL) 
Jackson Lee 

(TX) 
Maloney 
Miller, George 
Pence 

Rothman (NJ) 
Rush 
Shuler 
Sullivan 
Towns 
Wolf 
Woolsey 
Yarmuth 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE 
The SPEAKER pro tempore (during 

the vote). There are 2 minutes remain-
ing. 

b 1159 
Messrs. UPTON, ROGERS of Michi-

gan, STARK, KEATING, TIERNEY, 
and Mrs. NAPOLITANO changed their 
vote from ‘‘yea’’ to ‘‘nay.’’ 

Messrs. HASTINGS of Florida and 
CUMMINGS changed their vote from 
‘‘nay’’ to ‘‘yea.’’ 

So the bill was passed. 
The result of the vote was announced 

as above recorded. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table. 
Stated for: 
Mr. FITZPATRICK. Madam Speaker, regret-

fully I was out of town due to a family funeral. 
If I had been present to vote I would have 
voted ‘‘yea’’ on final passage of H.R. 6156— 
Russia and Moldova Jackson-Vanik Repeal 
and Sergei Magnitsky Rule of Law Account-
ability Act of 2012. 

Mr. WOLF. Madam Speaker, due to a long- 
scheduled obligation in northern Virginia this 
morning, I was unable to be present for the 
vote on the Russia and Moldova Jackson- 
Vanik Repeal and Sergei Magnitsky Rule of 
Law Accountability Act of 2012. I would have 
voted ‘‘yea’’ for this legislation if I was present 
because the Magnitsky Rule of Law provisions 
are essential to hold those who violate human 
rights and freedom of speech accountable. 

Stated against: 
Mr. FILNER. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall 608, I 

was away from the Capitol due to prior com-
mitments to my constituents. Had I been 
present, I would have voted ‘‘nay.’’ 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 
Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. Madam 

Speaker, on November 15, 2012, I was un-
avoidably detained and missed roll Nos. 605, 
606, and 607. Had I been present, I would 
have voted ‘‘nay’’ on roll Nos. 605 and 606 
and ‘‘yea’’ on Roll No. 607. 

On November 16, 2012, I was unavoidably 
detained and missed Roll No. 608. Had I been 
present, I would have voted ‘‘yea’’ to approve 
H.R. 6156. 

f 

EXPRESSING VIGOROUS SUPPORT 
AND UNWAVERING COMMITMENT 
TO THE WELFARE, SECURITY, 
AND SURVIVAL OF THE STATE 
OF ISRAEL AS A JEWISH AND 
DEMOCRATIC STATE WITH SE-
CURE BORDERS, AND RECOG-
NIZING AND STRONGLY SUP-
PORTING ITS RIGHT TO ACT IN 
SELF-DEFENSE TO PROTECT ITS 
CITIZENS AGAINST ACTS OF 
TERRORISM 
Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Madam 

Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that 
the Committee on Foreign Affairs be 
discharged from further consideration 
of House Resolution 813, and ask for its 
immediate consideration in the House. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Indiana? 

There was no objection. 
The text of the resolution is as fol-

lows: 
H. RES. 813 

Whereas Hamas was founded with the stat-
ed goal of destroying the State of Israel; 

Whereas Hamas has been designated by the 
Secretary of State as a Foreign Terrorist Or-
ganization; 

Whereas Hamas refuses to recognize 
Israel’s right to exist, renounce violence, and 
accept previous agreements between Israel 
and the Palestinians; 

Whereas Hamas has launched thousands of 
rockets and missiles since Israel dismantled 
settlements and withdrew from Gaza in 2005; 

Whereas terrorists in the Hamas-controlled 
Gaza Strip have fired approximately 900 
rockets and missile shells into Israel this 
year, an increase from roughly 675 attacks in 
2011 and 350 in 2010; 

Whereas Hamas has increased the range of 
its rockets, reportedly with support from 
Iran and others, putting additional large 
numbers of Israelis in danger of rocket at-
tacks from Gaza; 

Whereas, on November 14, 2012, President 
Barack Obama condemned the rocket fire 
from Gaza into Israel and reiterated Israel’s 
right to self-defense; and 

Whereas Israel, a fellow democracy, has an 
inherent right to self defense in the face of 
terrorist attacks: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives— 

(1) expresses unwavering commitment to 
the security of the State of Israel as a Jew-
ish and democratic state with secure bor-
ders, and recognizes and strongly supports 
its inherent right to act in self-defense to 
protect its citizens against acts of terrorism; 

(2) reiterates that Hamas must end Gaza- 
linked terrorist rocket and missile attacks 
against Israel, recognize Israel’s right to 
exist, renounce violence, and agree to accept 
previous agreements between Israel and the 
Palestinians; 

(3) urges the United Nations Security 
Council to condemn the recent spike in 
Gaza-linked terrorist missile attacks against 
Israel, which risk causing civilian casualties 
in both Israel and Gaza; and 

(4) encourages the President to continue to 
work diplomatically with the international 
community to prevent Hamas and other 
Gaza-based terrorist organizations from re-
taining or rebuilding the capability to 
launch rockets and missiles against Israel. 

The resolution was agreed to. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table. 

f 

RUSSIA PNTR 

(Mrs. BLACK asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Mrs. BLACK. Mr. Speaker, last year, 
U.S. exports to Russia exceeded $11 bil-
lion. In my home State of Tennessee, 
companies such as International Paper, 
Cummins, and DuPont exported nearly 
$162 million in goods and services to 
Russia last year. We need to continue 
to build on our strong trade relations, 
and passing H.R. 6156, which will per-
manently normalize trade relations 
with Russia, will do just that. 

By joining the rest of the members of 
the World Trade Organization, we will 
put America on a level playing field 
with those already reaping the benefits 
from Russia’s accession to the WTO 
last August. This will enable American 
companies to anywhere from double to 
triple their number of exports, which 
in turn will stimulate economic growth 
and job creation in America. 

I applaud the House for passing H.R. 
6156, a commonsense jobs bill that 
won’t cost taxpayers a dime, and I urge 
the Senate to follow our lead and pass 
this important legislation without 
delay. 

f 

SUPPORT OF ISRAEL AND 
OPERATION PILLAR OF DEFENSE 

(Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend her remarks.) 

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today in defense of our 
ally, Israel, and her sovereign right to 
self-defense. 

As we all know, Israel lives in a dif-
ficult neighborhood of instability, vio-
lence, and uncertainty. In the towns of 
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Israel’s southern border, families have 
become unacceptably accustomed to 
running for shelter to avoid rocket at-
tacks from the Gaza Strip. But nothing 
could provide preparation or justifica-
tion for the onslaught of missile fire 
raining down on Israeli towns and cit-
ies over the past few months, nor the 
escalated barrage of the last few days. 

Since the beginning of 2012, Hamas 
has launched more than 900 rockets at 
the State of Israel; 340 of these were in 
the past few days alone. In the face of 
this brutality, Israel, like any nation, 
has the right and the duty to protect 
her citizens from unwarranted violence 
and destruction. 

Two days ago, Israel launched Oper-
ation Pillar of Defense, a legal, propor-
tionate, and surgical strike aimed ex-
clusively at Hamas’ missile stockpile 
and terrorist leadership. 

We watch with deep concern for the 
people of Israel as these events con-
tinue to unfold, and we remain united 
in our support of Israel’s sovereign 
right to self-defense. 

I am proud that the Iron Dome mis-
sile defense system has provided a bul-
wark of support in this tragic and 
frightening time. 

We mourn the loss of life and send 
our deepest condolences to the families 
of victims. We reject Hamas’ call to vi-
olence, pray for the most minimal of 
casualties, and remain ever hopeful for 
a return to common peace. 

f 

FEED MY STARVING CHILDREN 

(Mr. PAULSEN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PAULSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to commend a Minnesota service 
organization that has, for 25 years, 
fought against childhood malnutrition 
in every corner of the globe and in 
communities across our Nation. 

Since its inception, Feed My Starv-
ing Children has tirelessly worked to 
provide lifesaving meals for millions of 
children, shipping an astounding 600 
million meals to individuals in nearly 
70 countries around the world and here 
in the United States. The true effect of 
the work they do for severely malnour-
ished children is immeasurable. 

Several times I have volunteered per-
sonally with my staff and packed meals 
which Save My Starving Children sends 
to malnourished children in places like 
Haiti and Sudan. But we’re not alone, 
as nearly 670,000 volunteers have joined 
Feed My Starving Children in fulfilling 
their vital mission. 

Feed My Starving Children’s com-
mitment to fighting childhood hunger 
for the past quarter century has been 
steadfast and has positively impacted 
the lives of millions in Minnesota and 
around the world. I would like to com-
mend all of those involved in Feed My 
Starving Children for their hard work, 
and I look forward to another success-
ful 25 years. 

b 1210 

ADDRESSING CHILDHOOD OBESITY 

(Mr. KUCINICH asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, Mem-
bers of Congress, as Congress goes into 
the Thanksgiving holiday, we are going 
to be deliberating what we can do to 
help our Nation avoid the perilous fi-
nancial condition we’re headed to-
wards. I have a suggestion that in a 
small way can make a contribution to-
wards saving billions of dollars. 

Everyone here knows the problem we 
have with childhood obesity in Amer-
ica. Childhood obesity is at an epi-
demic level. We all know young people 
who have consumed various types of 
food that has left them in a condition 
that is unhealthy. And yet did you 
know that we are actually giving tax 
deductions out to big companies that 
go ahead and advertise and market 
products that contribute to childhood 
obesity? So what I’m doing is intro-
ducing a bill right now that would pro-
tect children’s health by denying any 
deduction for advertising and mar-
keting that’s directed at children to 
promote the consumption of food at 
fast-food restaurants or of any kind of 
food that’s of poor nutritional quality. 

In this way, if this bill becomes law, 
or if it is adopted in the negotiations 
to try to avoid the fiscal cliff, we can 
find a way to not only reduce childhood 
obesity by blocking these deductions 
for the advertising, but we can also en-
able our children’s health to be put on 
a better path and our country’s health 
to be put on a better path. 

f 

SUPPORTING ISRAEL’S RIGHT TO 
DEFEND ITSELF 

(Mr. HOYER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I join my 
colleagues today from both sides of the 
aisle to stand with the people of Israel 
in support of their sovereign right to 
defend themselves against Hamas ter-
ror. Over the past year alone, Hamas 
has launched approximately 900 rock-
ets and artillery shells from Gaza into 
Israeli civilian neighborhoods. My col-
leagues, think for just a minute: if 
rockets were coming from Mexico or 
from Canada, we would not stand for it 
for one minute. 

This week, we saw Hamas fire rock-
ets that struck as far north as Tel 
Aviv. And today, we have disturbing 
reports that at least one rocket hit 
near Jerusalem—the seat of Israel’s 
government and a city holy to Jews, 
Muslims, and Christians alike. That 
Hamas would specifically target 
Israel’s Parliament building, as reports 
indicate, shows the great disregard 
Hamas has for the very idea of democ-
racy, which does not exist in Gaza. 

By strengthening the United States 
relationship with Israel, this Congress 

will send a powerful message to Hamas 
and all in the region who would cause 
Israel harm. The right of self-defense 
cannot be allowed to go unexercised by 
a government dedicated to the protec-
tion of its people. We will stand with 
Israel. And we also, Mr. Speaker, la-
ment the loss of life of Palestinians. 
Every life is important, so it is not 
that we stand insensitive to the lives of 
Palestinians, but they need to stop the 
violence and the attacks. Israel has the 
right to defend itself, and we will stand 
with them. 

f 

REMEMBERING STEVE 
VERMILLION 

(Mr. RIVERA asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. RIVERA. Mr. Speaker, it is with 
great sadness that I take to the floor of 
the House of Representatives today to 
inform my colleagues and the entire 
Capitol Hill family of staff of the pass-
ing of my dear friend and chief of staff, 
Steve Vermillion. For nearly 25 years, 
I have known Steve as a friend, family 
man, and committed public servant. 
My service in Congress has been great-
ly enhanced by Steve’s invaluable ad-
vice and knowledge regarding all as-
pects of the legislative process. As a 17- 
year veteran of Capitol Hill, Steve will 
be dearly missed by the Capitol family 
for his warmth and his sense of service 
to this institution and our Nation. 

Steve began his service in the House 
of Representatives in 1986, serving as 
communications director for then-Con-
gressman Bob Livingston. He subse-
quently served as a legislative assist-
ant for Congressman James Sensen-
brenner, as chief of staff to former Con-
gressman Lincoln Diaz-Balart, and 
most recently as my chief of staff. An 
avid and champion rower who also re-
ceived a degree from the U.S. Naval 
War College, Steve was recognized for 
his work throughout his years in Con-
gress with such distinctions as the 
Congressional Staff Leadership Award 
from the Congressional Hispanic Lead-
ership Institute. 

Steve demonstrated his commitment 
to service with great dignity these past 
two years as he simultaneously battled 
health problems while dutifully ful-
filling his professional obligations with 
excellence and distinction. His family 
can take great pride in the manner in 
which Steve honored us all with his un-
wavering strength of character, his 
dedication to the work of the American 
people, and his civic virtue. 

His wife, Jennifer; his daughter, 
Sarah; his son, Joe, and his entire fam-
ily should know that Steve made great 
contributions to the United States 
Congress and to our Nation. 

Steve was indeed a man of the House. 
Those who worked and served with him 
over the years are blessed to have had 
the opportunity to share in his life, a 
life that has left a lasting impact on so 
many. Today our country has indeed 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH6420 November 16, 2012 
lost a great American, a great patriot, 
a great friend, a great husband, and a 
great father. 

So while we here in the United States 
Congress bid farewell to our friend and 
colleague, we do so always remem-
bering the enduring spirit and sense of 
service that Steve imparted on every 
life that he touched. Steve 
Vermillion’s life serves as an inspira-
tion to all of us who knew and loved 
him. May God receive him mercifully 
into His glory and bless the family, the 
Nation, and everyone that he leaves be-
hind. 

Stevo, we’ll miss you, Big Man. 
f 

MOURNING THE PASSING OF 
STEVE VERMILLION 

(Mr. SENSENBRENNER asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. SENSENBRENNER. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to join the gentleman 
from Florida (Mr. RIVERA) in mourning 
the passing of Steve Vermillion. I gave 
Steve Vermillion one of his first jobs 
on Capitol Hill and taught him about 
the legislative process. He was a man 
of unquestioned ability, a man of deep 
integrity, and a man of great commit-
ment to his principles and love of this 
country and the democracy that we 
have built and nurtured over the last 
230-plus years. 

His service to other Members of Con-
gress, as well as in the private sector, 
was marked by making a difference. No 
one who worked with Steve Vermillion 
or who was touched by his life came 
away a poorer person from it. He en-
riched all of our lives. He made a great 
contribution, and I join with the gen-
tleman from Florida in expressing our 
sympathies to his wife, Jennifer, and to 
his two children on his passage. 

May his soul rest in peace. 
f 

ACCELERATING END TO 
AFGHANISTAN WAR 

(Ms. LEE of California asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Ms. LEE of California. Mr. Speaker, 
as we gather here for the first time 
since the election, it’s important that 
we continue to talk about and work to 
resolve the questions that cannot wait 
until the 113th Congress. President 
Obama will soon be meeting with his 
military advisers and considering var-
ious plans for Afghanistan. 

My Republican colleague, Congress-
man WALTER JONES, and I will be send-
ing a letter to the President renewing 
our call for an accelerated withdrawal 
from Afghanistan. I encourage all 
Members to join us on this letter. 
Keeping our troops in Afghanistan 
through 2014 will not bring about a 
meaningful difference on the ground. 

Mr. Speaker, it is really time that we 
catch up with the American people, 
who are calling for an accelerated end 
to the war in Afghanistan. Let’s bring 

our troops home, end the war in Af-
ghanistan, and invest in jobs and na-
tion building here. 

f 

b 1220 

AMERICA’S TO-DO LIST 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
WALBERG). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 5, 2011, the 
gentleman from Connecticut (Mr. 
COURTNEY) is recognized for 60 minutes 
as the designee of the minority leader. 

Mr. COURTNEY. Mr. Speaker, as is 
obvious in this room, the business for 
the week has now concluded. This is a 
week which commenced on Tuesday; 
and prior to that, the Congress, the 
House, had not been in session for 7 
weeks despite the fact that this coun-
try has a to-do list a mile long in terms 
of the critical issues that affect our 
health care system. 

Whether it’s doctors’ fees that are 
going to hit a cliff on January 1, a 37 
percent cut for Medicare providers of 
all stripes, particularly in the physi-
cian community, we have the fiscal 
cliff, where tax rates are going to go up 
for almost every American wage earner 
if Congress fails to act. We have the se-
questration, which is a measure which 
will be the equivalent of a chain saw 
going through the government, cutting 
.2 percent from every budget, whether 
it’s defense or nondefense issues. 

We have a farm bill which needs to be 
acted upon. We have, again, the 2008 
farm bill which was a 5-year measure 
that has expired; and it’s critical for 
rural America. We need to renew the 
farm bill. And to give one small exam-
ple, which the dairy industry has re-
minded people of, that the price of a 
gallon of milk starting in January 
could potentially go as high as $7 if we 
don’t restore and reauthorize the sys-
tem of price supports that we have in 
our dairy industry. 

The Violence Against Women Act ex-
pires. Again, a critical measure so that 
law enforcement officials all across the 
country can continue the progress that 
we’re making in terms of the issue of 
domestic violence and violence against 
children. 

Again, the list goes on and on. 
And, incredibly, despite the fact that 

we have been out of town for 7 weeks— 
this House convened on Tuesday and is 
recessing again today for another 
week’s break. And Thanksgiving is ob-
viously an important national holiday 
for our country and is certainly some-
thing that is important to my family, 
just like every other Member’s fam-
ily—but the fact of the matter is, if 
you look at the number of legislative 
days between right now and Christ-
mas—where, again, Congress has never 
been in session beyond that date—there 
are literally only 17 potential days; and 
the Speaker’s Office has only scheduled 
12. 

This is not the way to run a govern-
ment. And I would just say—as some-
one who, again, was grateful about the 

support I received from my congres-
sional district in eastern Connecticut 
on election day a few days ago—the 
message that I heard loud and clear is 
that it’s time for this body to knock it 
off, to start working together, and to 
try to start getting some of these crit-
ical measures dealt with so that the 
U.S. economy can have a horizon so 
that employers can make investment 
decisions, so that employers can make 
hiring decisions, so that issues of tax 
policy and budget can give, again, sec-
tors all across the U.S. economy the 
confidence to move forward. 

We have a very fragile recovery that 
we’re going through right now. We are 
roughly averaging about 100,000 to 
200,000 jobs a month, which is not 
enough to make a real dent in the un-
employment rate in this country. And 
part of the reason, I believe—and I 
think, frankly, many economists and 
observers of the U.S. economy today 
believe—that we have not gotten a 
faster recovery is because of the uncer-
tainty that surrounds the failure of 
Congress to act in terms of the fiscal 
cliff and sequestration. 

Again, going back to the farm bill, as 
one example of a huge sector of Amer-
ica’s economy, our agriculture, the 
Senate passed a farm bill, a bipartisan 
farm bill on June 19. This was a meas-
ure that was a 5-year authorization bill 
that sets food policy, food security pol-
icy, food safety policy. Republicans and 
Democrats in the Senate—which is, 
again, one of the most difficult legisla-
tive bodies in the world—actually came 
together and passed a farm bill. It will 
reduce the Federal deficit by $23 bil-
lion. It reforms the whole system of 
commodities support so that we’re not 
going to be sending cash payments to 
farmers but, instead, modify the sys-
tem in favor of a risk insurance so that 
producers actually have a little more 
skin in the game, which is a healthy 
thing and is a much more market-ori-
ented approach to having a safety net 
for agriculture. 

In the area of dairy, which is unlike 
almost every other commodity, it is 
harvested every day—actually two or 
three times a day. In terms of the 
herds of cows, the dairy farmers are 
out there working hard every day with, 
again, a very challenging market envi-
ronment. We have a solid reform in the 
farm bill in terms of setting up a risk- 
insurance plan. For the first time in 
American history, we had full support 
from the dairy industry and dairy pro-
viders. Lots of compromise and nego-
tiation. And, again, a $23 billion reduc-
tion to the deficit in terms of the last 
farm bill. That was done on June 19. 

Since then, the House leadership has 
refused to bring a farm bill to the floor 
despite the fact that the House Agri-
culture Committee, which I sit on, ac-
tually passed a bipartisan measure. So 
it was teed up and ready for action 
here on the House floor, and yet we 
have gone 5 months since the Senate 
acted. We had 7 weeks of recess prior to 
this past Tuesday. We have American 
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farmers who are sitting out there try-
ing to figure out what on Earth is 
going to be the future in terms of their 
production and their businesses. 

And as I said, if you just look at the 
one example of milk, without having a 
farm bill in place on January 1, we are 
going to see basically the price of milk 
spin out of control and all the other 
sorts of ripple effects it would have on 
cheese products, dairy, dry dairy prod-
ucts, export products. In my opinion, 
this is not the way to treat some of the 
hardest working people in America 
who, by the way, have actually been 
one of the brightest spots in terms of 
our economy and economic growth 
since 2009. 

Again, rather than leaving today, 
what we ought to be doing is taking 
the Senate bill, which was a bipartisan 
bill, putting it on the floor, doing our 
job, working at least partially as hard 
as the dairy farmers and other farmers 
across America who don’t have the lux-
ury of calling a recess in terms of their 
operations, and get this done. Just hav-
ing that one measure would, in my 
opinion, give us some momentum in 
trying to start moving forward on the 
larger issue of the fiscal cliff. 

Now, the Senate has also passed a 
measure regarding the Bush tax cuts. 
The Senate passed a bill with, again, 
all the difficulty of the Senate rules 
which would extend the Bush tax cuts 
for all income earned up to $250,000, 
which covers 98 percent of tax filers in 
America, and would allow the Clinton- 
era tax rates to revert for income 
above that level, for income above 
$250,000. That would reduce the Federal 
deficit by over $800 billion over the 
next 10 years. That’s from the Congres-
sional Budget Office. That’s not par-
tisan talking points. That’s actual real 
nonpartisan data from the Congres-
sional Budget Office. That is sitting, 
waiting for the House to take it up. 

If it was passed, President Obama has 
indicated that he would sign it within 
minutes. And that would basically dif-
fuse sequestration, which is that chain 
saw that’s sitting out there which, if 
we don’t get $1.2 trillion of deficit re-
duction in place by January 1, sectors 
and programs, critical programs— 
whether it’s FEMA, whether it’s the 
Department of Defense—will no longer 
be subject to that cut, that cutting 
process which is going to go into effect 
on January 1. 

I am proud to represent eastern Con-
necticut, home of the Navy base in 
Groton, Connecticut, a submarine base 
that’s been in operation for 100 years. 
We have 8,000 sailors who do incredible 
work in terms of operating some of the 
most sophisticated equipment and plat-
forms that the world has ever seen in 
terms of nuclear submarines. 
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We have a shipyard, Electric Boat, 
which has, again, been a proud ship-
yard that produced submarines during 
World War II and continues, to this 
day, to produce the Virginia-class sub-

marine, is now going to be working on 
the next generation of ballistic sub-
marines, the Ohio replacement pro-
gram. Again, these are critical 
workforces, critical infrastructure, 
which today does not know what the 
reality is they’re going to wake up to 
on January 2 if we don’t deal with se-
questration. 

But it’s not only defense which is 
subject to the sequestration provision 
of the Budget Control Act that was 
passed in August of last year, the pre-
ceding year. It’s also non-defense that 
will be subject to cuts and sequestra-
tion. And one that is quite relevant to 
the Northeast is the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency, FEMA, 
which is the agency that America al-
ways looks to at times of natural disas-
ters and catastrophes. 

Again, approximately 2 weeks ago, 
the State of Connecticut, along with 
New York, New Jersey, and other parts 
of our country, were struck by one of 
the largest hurricanes in the history of 
recorded weather. The size of Hurri-
cane Sandy was a thousand miles wide. 
When it hit Long Island Sound, where 
my district is, wind speeds gusted, in 
some instances, to almost 100 miles per 
hour at exactly the same time high 
tide was hitting communities like 
Stonington, Connecticut; Eastline, 
Connecticut; New London; and Madi-
son, but all the way down the coastline 
to New Jersey. The calculation of dam-
ages from that storm, which no one 
could really insure for because an 
event like that has almost never been 
recorded, is going to be in the tens of 
billions of dollars. It may rival Katrina 
in terms of the need for recovery and 
infrastructure replacement as a result 
of that storm. 

FEMA, today, has roughly about $12 
billion in its account. If sequestration 
were to go through, the White House 
estimates that FEMA would lose about 
$878 million at a time when FEMA 
emergency centers are being set up 
from Rhode Island all the way down to 
southern New Jersey. These are centers 
where people who have lost their 
homes, in some instances lost their 
businesses, have lost equipment, are 
now flooding in to try and get relief 
and help, like any other natural dis-
aster in the past. These are people who 
have paid their taxes year in and year 
out and made sure that FEMA was 
there when the folks down in Louisiana 
and Mississippi were hit by Katrina. 

FEMA is the agency which helps 
communities pay for police overtime, 
fire overtime, sanitation worker over-
time. These are the folks that we al-
ways call on at times of emergency. 
Yet sequestration, which this Congress 
has failed to address, is now sitting out 
there, really putting at risk the ability 
of FEMA to do its critical job. 

Another program which is now sub-
ject to sequestration is the Medicare 
program—the Medicare program which 
serves our population of seniors over 
age 65, people on disability. Again, it 
would lose $4 billion under sequestra-

tion. Again, an across-the-board chain 
saw that would go through reimburse-
ments to hospitals, nursing homes, pro-
viders of every stripe. 

Education, K–12, higher education, 
Pell Grants, Stafford student loans, all 
subject to a sequestration cut of 20 per-
cent over time, according to the Con-
gressional Budget Office, if this body 
does not act. 

Rental assistance for the poor would 
fall by $2.3 billion; nutrition programs 
for women, the WIC program, would 
lose $543 million; the Border Patrol’s 
budget would fall by $823 million. Any-
body think that’s a good idea? The 
budget for the border fence would drop 
by $33 million. 

NIH, which is doing critical research 
for cures to cancer and genome re-
search, is showing incredibly promising 
results that really, I think, give a lot 
of folks over there hope that we’re 
going to be able to really eradicate or 
at least treat cancer as we’ve never 
done before, again, NIH, National 
Science Foundation, all of these pro-
grams would be subject to sequestra-
tion if we don’t act by January 1. Now, 
again, there is clearly sitting out there 
opportunities for us to avoid that from 
happening. 

I mentioned the farm bill, which 
would put a dent in the deficit target 
that the sequestration law requires us 
to hit; the tax measure, which has al-
ready passed the Senate, which would 
put a huge dent in hitting that target; 
and a recognition that both Mitt Rom-
ney, when he was running for Presi-
dent, and President Obama, during 
their last debate, acknowledged the 
need for us to be funding the war in Af-
ghanistan at the rate of $100 billion a 
year, which is roughly what is the 
price tag of that measure. If you can 
actually put those pieces together, we 
can avoid having sequestration take ef-
fect. 

We can make sure that FEMA is able 
to do its job without worrying about 
whether or not the rug is going to be 
pulled out from them on January 1. We 
can make sure that defense workers, 
whether it’s a shipyard in Groton or a 
shipyard in San Diego, are going to be 
able to continue to do their work after 
January 1. We’re going to make sure 
that hospitals and doctors who would 
be subject to these cuts are not going 
to basically wake up on January 2 real-
izing that they lose money every time 
they treat their patients. 

This is not rocket science. The pieces 
that overlap on a bipartisan basis to 
solve the sequestration problem are 
sitting out there. This is not rocket 
science to say that the Senate, which 
passed a bipartisan farm bill, can be 
acted upon in this body so that farmers 
in rural America can actually have a 
horizon ahead of them so that they can 
continue to do their hard work to 
make sure that America’s food supply 
stays secure and safe. 

What’s missing is the political will to 
get this done. And as I mentioned at 
the outset, we have very little time to 
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get this done, if you look at the cal-
endar, in terms of how many legisla-
tive days are possible between now and 
January 1. 

Again, Mr. Speaker, there obviously 
are a lot of pundits that are spending a 
lot of time trying to decipher the re-
sults of the election on November 6. 
But I think every person in America 
knows in their heart and in their soul 
that really what the people of this 
country are looking for is to have a 
government which functions, to have a 
government which does its job, a gov-
ernment which is willing to spend the 
time and not keep going into recess 
when so many critical measures have 
to be acted upon to make sure that this 
country, again, continues the path of 
recovery and growth and that our citi-
zens are safe and secure. 

That’s what people were looking for 
on November 6. And I think any Repub-
lican and any Democrat—and as some-
body who grew up in a proud Repub-
lican family and ended up as a Demo-
crat, I feel like I have some ability to 
talk like this. The fact of the matter is 
that that’s what this country is look-
ing for. They’re looking for people to 
work—and particularly to work to-
gether—to try and solve these prob-
lems. We can do this. 

Unfortunately, we’re not coming 
back here until the Monday after 
Thanksgiving. But, hopefully, folks 
who are listening here this afternoon 
are going to take the time to contact 
their Congressman to say: It’s time to 
knock it off. It’s time to get the work 
done. It’s time to stop this part-time 
schedule that makes it impossible for 
people to sit down and work together 
and work out the issues that must get 
worked out between now and January 1 
and allow this country’s recovery to 
move forward. 

If we just get that cloud of uncer-
tainty moved out of the way, the fact 
of the matter is the American people 
can do the rest of the job easily in 
terms of making sure that our future is 
going to continue to be as bright as I 
think the wonderful people that make 
up this country give us that oppor-
tunity and that blessing. 

With that, Mr. Speaker, I yield back 
the balance of my time. 

f 

DIGGING DEEPER IN A HOLE 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 

the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 5, 2011, the gentleman from Texas 
(Mr. GOHMERT) is recognized for 60 min-
utes as the designee of the majority 
leader. 

Mr. GOHMERT. Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 

There’s so many problems in the 
world. There’s so many problems here 
in America. There’s so many things 
that are being hidden, kept secret, that 
need to have sunlight hit them and 
come to be known, because sunlight 
truly is an illumination of not only 
facts, but creates cleanliness when 
shining light comes upon things that 
have been hidden. 

We have so many things yet to re-
solve, so many people that are now in 
poverty that have not been in the past, 
an economy that’s in trouble, a Con-
gress that can’t seem to find its way to 
reduce spending, so we keep digging 
deeper and deeper holes. But with all 
the problems in this Nation, we are the 
most blessed nation in the history of 
mankind. 

Solomon’s Israel did not have the lib-
erties for the individuals that we have. 
It didn’t have the assets that we have. 
It didn’t have obesity as a major health 
problem for the nation’s poor, as we do. 
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We are so richly blessed. So amidst 
all the skirmishing, debating, fussing 
and arguing, we are about to go out of 
session for the last few moments before 
we hit Thanksgiving. It’s a time when 
people should pause and understand, 
without dwelling on our problems, that 
we are so richly blessed. It’s time—as 
the Founders and as those leaders 
throughout our great history have 
every year paused—to thank God for 
the blessings which we have. 

Some people see us fussing and debat-
ing and getting angry at times. We 
have such different views of the way to 
fix things. I see my friend, ELIOT 
ENGEL. We don’t vote on a lot of things 
the same way, but I know his heart and 
I know he’s a great, honorable man. I 
don’t agree with ED MARKEY very 
often; in fact, we are usually crossways 
in our Committee on Natural Re-
sources. He and I think we can reach 
some agreements on some issues re-
garding natural gas. LOUISE SLAUGH-
TER, she didn’t let a bunch of my 
amendments through when she was 
Rules chair, but I like her very much 
and she is a friend. CAROLYN MALONEY, 
she thinks we should eliminate private 
guns and I believe the Second Amend-
ment should be enforced, but she’s a 
friend. Having friends in a body in 
which we disagree over things on the 
best way forward is another one of 
those blessings. 

So before we recess for Thanksgiving, 
it is such an honor to get to remind 
people, you know, we have so many 
people who have blessed our Nation 
who were not born here. There are peo-
ple like the President, who was born in 
Hawaii but was not educated for his 
early years, is not aware so much of 
the history that many of us grew up 
being taught. So it’s a real honor for 
me to get to share some of our history 
as we approach the Thanksgiving holi-
day. 

For example, James Madison was 
given credit as having more to do with 
our Constitution than any of the other 
Founders. When he was President, 
March 4, 1815, he had this proclama-
tion—a guy that should know what the 
Constitution means and that it was 
never intended to prevent a people 
from prayer and thanking God for our 
blessings, either in a governmental set-
ting or a nongovernmental setting. It 
was never meant to force people to 

pray, but never intended to prevent 
governmental leaders from leading 
prayers. This was James Madison, 
March 4, 1815. He said: 

No people ought to feel greater obligation 
to celebrate the goodness of the Great Dis-
poser of Events and of the Destiny of Nations 
than the people of the United States. 

And to the same Divine Author of every 
good and perfect gift we are indebted for all 
those privileges and advantages, religious as 
well as civil, which are so richly enjoyed in 
this favored land. 

I now recommend a day on which the peo-
ple of every religious denomination may in 
their solemn assemblies unite their hearts 
and their voices in a freewill offering to 
their Heavenly Benefactor of their homage 
of thanksgiving and of their songs of praise. 

Abraham Lincoln, in the midst of the 
worst war in American history—more 
Americans died in the Civil War than 
in any other war of this Nation—in 
July of 1863, the middle of the Civil 
War, our President, Abraham Lincoln, 
provided these official words. For those 
who are on the Supreme Court and did 
not have a proper education about our 
history, these words might be sur-
prising, but Abraham Lincoln made 
these an official proclamation when he 
said: 

It is meet and right to recognize and con-
fess the presence of the Almighty Father, 
and the power of His Hand equally in these 
triumphs and in these sorrows. I invite the 
people of the United States to assemble on 
that occasion in their customary places of 
worship and in the forms approved by their 
own consciences to render the homage due to 
the Divine Majesty for the wonderful things 
He has done in this Nation’s behalf, and in-
voke the influence of His Holy Spirit to sub-
due the anger which has produced and so 
long sustained a needless and cruel rebellion. 

Andrew Johnson, October 28, 1865, as 
President of the United States, he suc-
ceeded Abraham Lincoln, as we all 
know, after the terrible atrocity of 
Abraham Lincoln’s assassination; came 
at the end of such a cruel war that saw 
family member fighting and killing 
family member, and so much destruc-
tion, so much hate. Andrew Johnson’s 
official words as President of the 
United States in 1865: 

Whereas it has pleased Almighty God, dur-
ing the year which is now coming to an end, 
to relieve our beloved country from the tear-
ful scourge of civil war, and to permit us to 
secure the blessings of peace, unity and har-
mony, with great enlargement of civil lib-
erty; and 

Whereas, our Heavenly Father has, also, 
during the year graciously averted from us 
the calamities of foreign war, pestilence and 
famine, while our granaries are full of the 
fruits of an abundant season; and 

Whereas, righteousness exalteth a nation, 
while sin is a reproach to any people. 

I recommend to the people thereof that 
they do set apart and observe the first 
Thursday of December next as a day of na-
tional thanksgiving to the Creator of the 
Universe for those great deliverances and 
blessings. 

Ulysses S. Grant, as President, re-
sponding as did those already men-
tioned—and actually every President 
each and every year—I’m just selecting 
specific official proclamations. This 
one was President Ulysses S. Grant, 
1869. He said: 
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I, Ulysses S. Grant, President of the United 

States, do recommend that Thursday, the 
18th day of November next, be observed as a 
day of thanksgiving and of praise and of 
prayer to Almighty God, the Creator and the 
Ruler of the universe; and I do further rec-
ommend to all the people of the United 
States to assemble on that day in their ac-
customed places of public worship and to 
unite in homage and praise due to the boun-
tiful Father of All Mercies in fervent prayer 
for the continuance of the manifold blessings 
he has vouchsafed to us as a people. 

Rutherford B. Hayes, 1877, said these 
in his official proclamation: 

The completed circle of summer and win-
ter, seed time and harvest, has brought us to 
the accustomed season at which a religious 
people celebrates with praise and thanks-
giving the enduring mercy of Almighty God. 
Let us with one spirit and with one voice lift 
up praise and thanksgiving to God for his 
manifold goodness to our land, his manifest 
care for our Nation. 

I earnestly recommend that, withdrawing 
themselves from secular cares and labors, 
the people of the United States do meet to-
gether on that day in their respective places 
of worship, there to give thanks and praise 
to Almighty God for His mercies, and to de-
voutly beseech their continuance. 
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Chester A. Arthur, November 1881: 
It has long been the pious custom of our 

people, with the closing of the year, to look 
back upon the blessings brought to them in 
the changing course of the seasons, and re-
turn solemn thanks to the All-giving source 
from whom they flow. 

The countless benefits which have 
showered upon us during the past 12 months 
call for our fervent gratitude, making it fit-
ting that we should rejoice with Thanks-
giving, that the Lord, in His infinite mercy, 
has most signally favored our country and 
our people. 

That was Chester A. Arthur. 
Grover Cleveland in 1885: 
The American people have always abun-

dant cause to be thankful to Almighty God, 
whose watchful care and guiding hand have 
been manifested in every stage of their na-
tional life, guarding and protecting them in 
time of peril and safely leading them in the 
hour of darkness and danger. 

It is fitting and proper that a Nation thus 
favored should, on one day in every year, for 
that purpose especially appointed publicly 
acknowledge the goodness of God and return 
thanks to him for all his gracious gifts. 

That was Grover Cleveland in his of-
ficial proclamation of 1885. 

And again, there were proclamations 
every year by every President. So we’re 
selecting just a few, as it being fit and 
proper, as our country has done every 
year of its existence since we had a 
Constitution in 1789, to declare a time 
of thanksgiving to God for our bless-
ings. 

Benjamin Harrison. This is November 
1, 1889: 

Now therefore, I, Benjamin Harrison, 
President of the United States of America, 
do earnestly recommend that Thursday, the 
28th day of this present month of November, 
be set apart as a day of national thanks-
giving and prayer, and that the people of our 
country, ceasing from the cares and labors of 
their working day, shall assemble in their re-
spective places of worship and give thanks to 
God, who has prospered us on our way and 
made our paths the paths of peace, beseech-

ing him to bless the day to our present and 
future good, making it truly one of thanks-
giving for each united home circle as for the 
Nation at large. 

Benjamin Harrison, November 1889. 
Grover Cleveland, November 1893, 

said: 
While the American people should every 

day remember with praise and Thanksgiving 
the divine goodness and mercy which have 
followed them since their beginning as a Na-
tion, it is fitting that one day in each year 
should be especially devoted to the con-
templation of the blessing we have received 
from the hand of God and to the grateful ac-
knowledgment of His loving kindness. 

On that day, let us forego our ordinary 
work and employments and assemble in our 
usual places of worship, where we may recall 
all that God has done for us, and, where, 
from grateful hearts, our united tribute of 
praise and song may reach the throne of 
grace. 

Let the reunion of kindred and the social 
meeting of friends lend cheer and enjoyment 
to the day. And let generous gifts of charity 
for the relief of the poor and needy prove the 
sincerity of our thanksgiving. 

Can’t help but parenthetically note 
that the greatest blessing in giving 
comes not from a government that 
forcibly takes people’s money but from 
people who give from the bounty of 
their own hearts to those in need. It 
makes us better people. 

Another, William McKinley, in 1897 
officially proclaimed, ‘‘In remembrance 
of God’s goodness to us during the past 
year, which has been so abundant’’—he 
put in quotes—‘‘Let us offer unto him 
our Thanksgiving and pay our vows 
unto the Most High.’’ 

McKinley went on: 
Under his watchful providence, industry 

has prospered. The conditions of labor have 
been improved. The rewards of the husband-
man have been increased, and the comforts 
of our homes multiplied. His mighty hand 
has preserved peace and protected the Na-
tion. Respect for law and order has been 
strengthened, love of free institutions cher-
ished, and all sections of our beloved country 
brought into closer bonds of fraternal regard 
and generous cooperation. 

For these great benefits, it is our duty to 
praise the Lord in a spirit of humility and 
gratitude, and to offer up to Him our most 
earnest supplications, that we may acknowl-
edge our obligation as a people to Him who 
has so graciously granted us the blessing of 
free government and material prosperity. 

William McKinley, October 1897. 
Theodore Roosevelt, as President of 

the United States, said these words in 
1903, officially proclaiming: 

The season is at hand, when according to 
the custom of our people, it falls upon the 
President to appoint a day of praise and 
thanksgiving to God. 

During the last year, the Lord has dealt 
bountifully with us, giving us peace at home 
and abroad, and the chance for our citizens 
to work for their welfare unhindered by war, 
famine, or plague. It behooves us not only to 
rejoice greatly because of what has been 
given us, but to accept it with a solemn 
sense of responsibility, realizing that under 
heaven, it rests with us ourselves to show 
that we are worthy to use aright what has 
been entrusted to our care. 

In no other place, and at no other time has 
the experiment of government of the people, 
by the people, for the people been tried on so 

vast a scale as here in our own country in 
the opening years of the 20th century. Fail-
ure would not only be a dreadful thing for us, 
but a dreadful thing for all mankind because 
it would mean loss of hope for all who be-
lieve in the power and the righteousness of 
liberty. 

Therefore, in thanking God for the mercies 
extended to us in the past, we beseech Him 
that He may not withhold them in the fu-
ture. 

b 1300 
That was Theodore Roosevelt, 1903. 
William Howard Taft, 1909: 
The people of the United States are wont 

to meet in their usual places of worship on a 
day of thanksgiving appointed by the civil 
magistrate to return thanks to God for the 
great mercies and benefits which they have 
enjoyed. During the past year, we have been 
highly blessed . . . It is altogether fitting 
that we should humbly and gratefully ac-
knowledge the Divine source of those bless-
ings. 

Therefore, I hereby appoint . . . a day of 
general thanksgiving, and I call upon the 
people on that day, laying aside their usual 
vocations, to repair to their churches and 
unite in appropriate services of praise and 
thanks to Almighty God. 

William Howard Taft in 1912, without 
any problem from the Supreme Court, 
officially proclaimed: 

A God-fearing nation, like ours, owes it to 
its inborn and sincere sense of moral duty to 
testify its devout gratitude to the All-giver 
for the countless benefits it has enjoyed. For 
many years, it has been customary at the 
close of the year for the national Executive 
to call upon his fellow countrymen to offer 
praise and thanks to God for the manifold 
blessings vouchsafed to them . . . 

Wherefore, I, William Howard Taft, Presi-
dent of the United States of America, in pur-
suance of long-established usage and in re-
sponse to the wish of the American people, 
invite my countrymen, wheresoever they 
may sojourn, to join on Thursday, the 28th 
day of this month of November, in appro-
priate ascription of praise and thanks to God 
for the good gifts that have been our portion 
and in humble prayer that His great mercies 
toward us may endure. 

It’s worth noting that William How-
ard Taft was the only person in Amer-
ican history to have been elected to 
Congress, to have been elected Presi-
dent of the United States, and after 
making these official proclamations 
every year as President of the United 
States, where he officially chided 
Americans to thank God for our bless-
ings, he then became Chief Justice of 
the Supreme Court. He is the only one 
in our history to have been in Con-
gress, President, and on the Supreme 
Court, and in his case, he was actually 
Chief Justice. He never failed to thank 
God officially, publicly, as President of 
the United States. 

Woodrow Wilson, October of 1913, of-
ficially proclaimed this: 

The season is at hand in which it has been 
our long respected custom as a people to 
turn in praise and thanksgiving to Almighty 
God for His manifold mercies and blessings 
to us as a Nation. The year that has just 
passed has been marked in a peculiar degree 
by manifestations of His gracious and benefi-
cent providence . . . We have seen the prac-
tical completion of a great work at the 
Isthmus of Panama, which not only exempli-
fies the Nation’s abundant resources to ac-
complish what it will and the distinguished 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH6424 November 16, 2012 
skill and capacity of its public servants, but 
also promises the beginning of a new age, of 
new contacts, new neighborhoods, new sym-
pathies, new bonds, and new achievements of 
cooperation and peace. 

Then Woodrow Wilson put these 
words in quotes as he quoted from the 
Holy Bible, ‘‘Righteousness exalteth a 
Nation.’’ Then Wilson put in quotes, 
‘‘Peace upon Earth, good will towards 
men,’’ which is also from the Holy 
Bible, ‘‘furnish the only foundations 
upon which can be built the lasting 
achievements of the human spirit . . . 
Now, therefore, I, Woodrow Wilson, 
President of the United States of 
America, do hereby designate Thurs-
day, the 27th of November next, as a 
day of thanksgiving and prayer.’’ 

Apparently, he didn’t know to say ‘‘a 
moment of silence.’’ He, as every Presi-
dent before him, commended a time to 
prayer and invited ‘‘the people 
throughout the land to cease from 
their wonted occupations and in their 
several homes and places of worship 
render thanks to Almighty God.’’ 

John F. Kennedy, October of 1961, of-
ficially proclaimed these words. Having 
become President some 9 months ear-
lier, this was President Kennedy’s first 
Thanksgiving proclamation: 

The pilgrims, after a year of hardship and 
peril, humbly and reverently set aside a spe-
cial day upon which to give thanks to God 
. . . I ask the head of each family to recount 
to his children the story of the first New 
England Thanksgiving, thus to impress upon 
future generations the heritage of this Na-
tion born in toil, in danger, in purpose, and 
in the conviction that right and justice and 
freedom can, through man’s efforts, per-
severe and come to fruition with the blessing 
of God. 

This will be the next to last, Mr. 
Speaker. Yet it is important, just as 
every President every year has pro-
claimed a day of thanksgiving to God, 
to our eternal and omnipotent source 
of all blessing, so every President has 
done it. President Obama has done it. 
It is just so important. We see surveys 
done of schoolchildren in America—of 
high school students, of college stu-
dents. They’re asked, To whom did the 
original pilgrims give thanks? So many 
say the Indians, say each other, and do 
not understand what has been part of 
our history since that early Thanks-
giving with the pilgrims when they set 
it aside to celebrate with the Indians, 
in gratitude to the Indians; but the 
purpose was a proclamation of thanks-
giving by every heart to Almighty God. 
As some try to rewrite our history, it 
must be said that, for the Nation’s 
whole history, each year was a procla-
mation of thanksgiving to God. 

It’s even worth noting, Mr. Speaker, 
that here in the House Chamber— 
where you and I are dwelling right 
now—above all the doors in the gallery, 
it has the side profile of the greatest 
lawgivers in the history of man. Some 
are sometimes surprised to see Napo-
leon, but he gave us the Napoleonic 
Code. Louisiana still uses that as the 
basis of its law. There are Popes who 
were considered great lawgivers of 
mankind. 

b 1310 
Some have heard of Hammurabi. We 

have him up there. The Justinian Code, 
he’s up there. But the only one who is 
considered a great lawgiver, who does 
not have a side profile is directly in 
front of you and above you, Mr. Speak-
er, because he was considered the 
greatest human lawgiver. He is faced as 
a full face, not a side profile, and 
around which all the other great law-
givers as thought when this Chamber 
was built, he was thought to be the 
greatest. He had 10 pretty good ones 
apparently, and that is the face of 
Moses. 

I was noting, as I listened in recent 
years, to oral argument before the Su-
preme Court as lawyers argued, includ-
ing my friend TED CRUZ, who was argu-
ing on behalf of the State of Texas. 
They were arguing as to why Texas 
should be allowed to keep a monument 
on its State capitol grounds to the Ten 
Commandments. It was combined with 
a case from Kentucky as to whether or 
not Kentucky should be allowed to 
keep a posting of the Ten Command-
ments publicly posted. 

As I listened to this great oral debate 
before the Supreme Court on whether 
or not there could be a calling out, a 
noting of the Ten Commandments, and 
as I looked at the Court, I looked up on 
the marble wall to my right. There, 
looking down on us, carved into the 
marble wall was Moses holding two 
tablets with Hebrew written on the 
tablets. I have been told by people who 
have gotten tours over there—one indi-
vidual said their official tour guide 
said Moses is holding the 10 Bill of 
Rights, but, Mr. Speaker, you and I 
know those were not the Bill of Rights. 
Moses was holding and depicted as 
holding the Ten Commandments. It has 
been a part of our history. 

I want to close before we conclude 
here with the first Thanksgiving proc-
lamation since we had a Constitution. 
It was written in 1787. It was ratified in 
1789. As it says, as it is dated in the 
year of our Lord, 1787, Washington had 
a Thanksgiving proclamation that he 
made October 14, 1789. Mr. Speaker, I 
will conclude with this before recessing 
for an official Thanksgiving, the first 
Thanksgiving proclamation by the Fa-
ther of our Country, George Wash-
ington. 

Some have tried to rewrite history 
and say he was a deist. We know a deist 
is one who thinks there is some force 
that set things in motion and then lets 
nature take its course. They believe 
that if such deity of such force still ex-
ists, such force never interferes with 
the ways of nature or man. That’s a 
deist. 

George Washington was not a deist. 
His own words, official as they were, 
make that very clear. His words, his of-
ficial proclamation, given the third 
day of October, A.D., 1789, Washington 
said: 

Whereas it is the duty of all nations to ac-
knowledge the providence of Almighty God, 
to obey His will, to be grateful for His bene-
fits— 

That means he is not a deist. He be-
lieved God provided this Nation bene-
fits. 

Washington goes on to say: 
—and humbly to implore His protection and 
favor; and whereas both Houses of Congress 
have, by their joint committee, requested me 
to recommend to the people of the United 
States a day of public thanksgiving and 
prayer, to be observed by acknowledging 
with grateful hearts the many and signal fa-
vors of Almighty God, especially by afford-
ing them an opportunity peaceably to estab-
lish a form of government for their safety 
and happiness. 

Now, therefore, I do recommend and assign 
Thursday, the 26th day of November next, to 
be devoted by the people of these States to 
the service of that great and glorious Being 
Who is the beneficent author of all the good 
that was, that is, or that will be; that we 
may then all unite in rendering unto Him 
our sincere and humble thanks for His kind 
care and protection of the people of this 
country previous to their becoming a nation; 
for the signal and manifold mercies and the 
favorable interpositions of His providence in 
the course and conclusion of the late war; for 
the great degree of tranquility, union, and 
plenty which we have since enjoyed; for the 
peaceable and rational manner in which we 
have been able to establish constitutions of 
government for our safety and happiness, 
and particularly the national one now lately 
instituted; for the civil and religious liberty 
with which we are blessed, and the means we 
have of acquiring and diffusing useful knowl-
edge; and, in general, for all the great and 
various favors which He has been pleased to 
confer upon us. 

And also that we may then unite in most 
humbly offering our prayers and suppli-
cations to the great Lord and Ruler of Na-
tions and beseech Him to pardon our na-
tional and other transgressions; to enable us 
all, whether in public or private stations, to 
perform our several and relative duties prop-
erly and punctually; to render our national 
government a blessing to all the people by 
constantly being a government of wise, just, 
and constitutional laws, discreetly and faith-
fully executed and obeyed; to protect and 
guide all sovereigns and nations (especially 
such as have shown kindness to us); and to 
bless them with good governments, peace, 
and concord; to promote the knowledge and 
practice of true religion and virtue, and the 
increase of science among them and us; and, 
generally to grant unto all mankind such a 
degree of temporal prosperity as He alone 
knows to be best. 

George Washington’s official Thanks-
giving proclamation, October 14, in the 
year of our Lord 1789. 

And as we finish and recess for 
Thanksgiving, the official day this 
year proclaimed by this year’s Presi-
dent, President Barack Obama, I am, 
Mr. Speaker, profoundly grateful and, 
as all these Presidents mentioned, 
thankful to God for my blessing. I 
know they’re not earned. 

b 1320 

There was nothing I ever did in the 
womb to deserve to be born in the 
greatest country in history, but I was 
blessed because generations before 
were blessed, and it is an honor to rise 
up and call them blessed for the oppor-
tunities that were given us through 
their devotion and thanksgiving and 
hard work and acknowledgment to God 
for our blessings. 
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Mr. Speaker, I was blessed with an 

older sister, whom I love. I’m blessed 
with two younger brothers, one who 
died a couple of years ago, and for my 
youngest brother, Bill, whose birthday 
we’ll celebrate November 17 as a Bap-
tist pastor and my friend. 

With that, Mr. Speaker, I yield back 
the balance of my time. 

f 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to: 

Mr. FITZPATRICK (at the request of 
Mr. CANTOR) for today on account of 
attending a family funeral. 

Ms. JACKSON LEE of Texas (at the re-
quest of Ms. PELOSI) for today on ac-
count of business in the district. 

f 

SENATE BILL REFERRED 

A bill of the Senate of the following 
title was taken from the Speaker’s 
table and, under the rule, referred as 
follows: 

S. 1440. An act to reduce preterm labor and 
delivery and the risk of pregnancy-related 
deaths and complications due to pregnancy, 
and to reduce infant mortality caused by 
prematurity; to the Committee on Energy 
and Commerce. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, pursu-
ant to Senate Concurrent Resolution 
60, 112th Congress, I move that the 
House do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 1 o’clock and 21 minutes 
p.m.), the House adjourned until Tues-
day, November 27, 2012, at 2 p.m. 

f 

OATH FOR ACCESS TO CLASSIFIED 
INFORMATION 

Under clause 13 of rule XXIII, the fol-
lowing Members executed the oath for 
access to classified information: 

Gary L. Ackerman, Sandy Adams, Robert 
B. Aderholt, W. Todd Akin, Rodney Alex-
ander, Jason Altmire, Justin Amash, Mark 
E. Amodei, Robert E. Andrews, Steve Aus-
tria, Joe Baca, Michele Bachmann, Spencer 
Bachus, Tammy Baldwin, Ron Barber, Lou 
Barletta, John Barrow, Roscoe G. Bartlett, 
Joe Barton, Charles F. Bass, Karen Bass, Xa-
vier Becerra, Dan Benishek, Rick Berg, Shel-
ley Berkley, Howard L. Berman, Judy 
Biggert, Brian P. Bilbray, Gus M. Bilirakis, 
Rob Bishop, Sanford D. Bishop, Jr., Timothy 
H. Bishop, Diane Black, Marsha Blackburn, 
Earl Blumenauer, John A. Boehner, Suzanne 
Bonamici, Jo Bonner, Mary Bono Mack, 
Madeleine Z. Bordallo, Dan Boren, Leonard 
L. Boswell, Charles W. Boustany, Jr., Kevin 
Brady, Robert A. Brady, Bruce L. Braley, Mo 
Brooks, Paul C. Broun, Corrine Brown, Vern 
Buchanan, Larry Bucshon, Ann Marie 
Buerkle, Michael C. Burgess, Dan Burton, G. 
K. Butterfield, Ken Calvert, Dave Camp, 
John Campbell, Francisco ‘‘Quico’’ Canseco, 
Eric Cantor, Shelley Moore Capito, Lois 
Capps, Michael E. Capuano, Dennis A. 
Cardoza*, Russ Carnahan, John C. Carney, 
Jr., André Carson, John R. Carter, Bill Cas-
sidy, Kathy Castor, Steve Chabot, Jason 
Chaffetz, Ben Chandler, Donna M. 
Christensen, Judy Chu, David N. Cicilline, 

Hansen Clarke, Yvette D. Clarke, Wm. Lacy 
Clay, Emanuel Cleaver, James E. Clyburn, 
Howard Coble, Mike Coffman, Steve Cohen, 
Tom Cole, K. Michael Conaway, Gerald E. 
‘‘Gerry’’ Connolly, John Conyers, Jr., Jim 
Cooper, Jim Costa, Jerry F. Costello, Joe 
Courtney, Chip Cravaack, Eric A. ‘‘Rick’’ 
Crawford, Ander Crenshaw, Mark S. Critz, 
Joseph Crowley, Henry Cuellar, John Abney 
Culberson, Elijah E. Cummings, David Alan 
Curson, Danny K. Davis, Geoff Davis*, Susan 
A. Davis, Peter A. DeFazio, Diana DeGette, 
Rosa L. DeLauro, Suzan K. DelBene, Jeff 
Denham, Charles W. Dent, Scott DesJarlais, 
Theodore E. Deutch, Mario Diaz-Balart, Nor-
man D. Dicks, John D. Dingell, Lloyd Dog-
gett, Robert J. Dold, Joe Donnelly, Michael 
F. Doyle, David Dreier, Sean P. Duffy, Jeff 
Duncan, John J. Duncan, Jr., Donna F. 
Edwards, Keith Ellison, Renee L. Ellmers, Jo 
Ann Emerson, Eliot L. Engel, Anna G. 
Eshoo, Eni F.H. Faleomavaega, Blake 
Farenthold, Sam Farr, Chaka Fattah, Bob 
Filner, Stephen Lee Fincher, Michael G. 
Fitzpatrick, Jeff Flake, Charles J. ‘‘Chuck’’ 
Fleischmann, John Fleming, Bill Flores, J. 
Randy Forbes, Jeff Fortenberry, Virginia 
Foxx, Barney Frank, Trent Franks, Rodney 
P. Frelinghuysen, Marcia L. Fudge, Elton 
Gallegly, John Garamendi, Cory Gardner, 
Scott Garrett, Jim Gerlach, Bob Gibbs, 
Christopher P. Gibson, Gabrielle Giffords*, 
Phil Gingrey, Louie Gohmert, Charles A. 
Gonzalez, Bob Goodlatte, Paul A. Gosar, 
Trey Gowdy, Kay Granger, Sam Graves, Tom 
Graves, Al Green, Gene Green, Tim Griffin, 
H. Morgan Griffith, Raúl M. Grijalva, Mi-
chael G. Grimm, Frank C. Guinta, Brett 
Guthrie, Luis V. Gutierrez, Janice Hahn, 
Ralph M. Hall, Colleen W. Hanabusa, Richard 
L. Hanna, Jane Harman*, Gregg Harper, 
Andy Harris, Vicky Hartzler, Alcee L. Has-
tings, Doc Hastings, Nan A.S. Hayworth, Jo-
seph J. Heck, Martin Heinrich, Dean Heller*, 
Jeb Hensarling, Wally Herger, Jaime Herrera 
Beutler, Brian Higgins, James A. Himes, 
Maurice D. Hinchey, Rubén Hinojosa, Mazie 
K. Hirono, Kathleen C. Hochul, Tim Holden, 
Rush D. Holt, Michael M. Honda, Steny H. 
Hoyer, Tim Huelskamp, Bill Huizenga, 
Randy Hultgren, Duncan Hunter, Robert 
Hurt, Jay Inslee*, Steve Israel, Darrell E. 
Issa, Jesse L. Jackson, Jr., Sheila Jackson 
Lee, Lynn Jenkins, Bill Johnson, Eddie Ber-
nice Johnson, Henry C. ‘‘Hank’’ Johnson, Jr., 
Sam Johnson, Timothy V. Johnson, Walter 
B. Jones, Jim Jordan, Marcy Kaptur, Wil-
liam R. Keating, Mike Kelly, Dale E. Kildee, 
Ron Kind, Peter T. King, Steve King, Jack 
Kingston, Adam Kinzinger, Larry Kissell, 
John Kline, Raúl R. Labrador, Doug Lam-
born, Leonard Lance, Jeffrey M. Landry, 
James R. Langevin, James Lankford, Rick 
Larsen, John B. Larson, Tom Latham, Ste-
ven C. LaTourette, Robert E. Latta, Barbara 
Lee, Christopher J. Lee*, Sander M. Levin, 
Jerry Lewis, John Lewis, Daniel Lipinski, 
Frank A. LoBiondo, David Loebsack, Zoe 
Lofgren, Billy Long, Nita M. Lowey, Frank 
D. Lucas, Blaine Luetkemeyer, Ben Ray 
Luján, Cynthia M. Lummis, Daniel E. Lun-
gren, Stephen F. Lynch, Connie Mack, Caro-
lyn B. Maloney, Donald A. Manzullo, Kenny 
Marchant, Tom Marino, Edward J. Markey, 
Thomas Massie, Jim Matheson, Doris O. 
Matsui, Kevin McCarthy, Carolyn McCarthy, 
Michael T. McCaul, Tom McClintock, Betty 
McCollum, Thaddeus G. McCotter*, Jim 
McDermott, James P. McGovern, Patrick T. 
McHenry, Mike McIntyre, Howard P. ‘‘Buck’’ 
McKeon, David B. McKinley, Cathy McMor-
ris Rodgers, Jerry McNerney, Patrick Mee-
han, Gregory W. Meeks, John L. Mica, Mi-
chael H. Michaud, Brad Miller, Candice S. 
Miller, Gary G. Miller, George Miller, Jeff 
Miller, Gwen Moore, James P. Moran, Mick 
Mulvaney, Christopher S. Murphy, Tim Mur-
phy, Sue Wilkins Myrick, Jerrold Nadler, 

Grace F. Napolitano, Richard E. Neal, Randy 
Neugebauer, Kristi L. Noem, Eleanor Holmes 
Norton, Richard Nugent, Devin Nunes, Alan 
Nunnelee, Pete Olson, John W. Olver, Wil-
liam L. Owens, Steven M. Palazzo, Frank 
Pallone, Jr., Bill Pascrell, Jr., Ed Pastor, 
Ron Paul, Erik Paulsen, Donald M. Payne*, 
Donald M. Payne, Jr., Stevan Pearce, Nancy 
Pelosi, Mike Pence, Ed Perlmutter, Gary C. 
Peters, Collin C. Peterson, Thomas E. Petri, 
Pedro R. Pierluisi, Chellie Pingree, Joseph 
R. Pitts, Todd Russell Platts, Ted Poe, Jared 
Polis, Mike Pompeo, Bill Posey, David E. 
Price, Tom Price, Benjamin Quayle, Mike 
Quigley, Nick J. Rahall II, Charles B. Ran-
gel, Tom Reed, Denny Rehberg, David G. 
Reichert, James B. Renacci, Silvestre Reyes, 
Reid J. Ribble, Laura Richardson, Cedric L. 
Richmond, E. Scott Rigell, David Rivera, 
Martha Roby, David P. Roe, Harold Rogers, 
Mike Rogers, Mike Rogers, Dana Rohr-
abacher, Todd Rokita, Thomas J. Rooney, 
Ileana Ros-Lehtinen, Peter J. Roskam, Den-
nis Ross, Mike Ross, Steven R. Rothman, Lu-
cille Roybal-Allard, Edward R. Royce, Jon 
Runyan, C. A. Dutch Ruppersberger, Bobby 
L. Rush, Paul Ryan, Tim Ryan, Gregorio 
Kilili Camacho Sablan, Linda T. Sánchez, 
Loretta Sanchez, John P. Sarbanes, Steve 
Scalise, Janice D. Schakowsky, Adam B. 
Schiff, Robert T. Schilling, Jean Schmidt, 
Aaron Schock, Kurt Schrader, Allyson Y. 
Schwartz, David Schweikert, Austin Scott, 
David Scott, Robert C. ‘‘Bobby’’ Scott, Tim 
Scott, F. James Sensenbrenner, Jr., José E. 
Serrano, Pete Sessions, Terri A. Sewell, Brad 
Sherman, John Shimkus, Heath Shuler, Bill 
Shuster, Michael K. Simpson, Albio Sires, 
Louise McIntosh Slaughter, Adam Smith, 
Adrian Smith, Christopher H. Smith, Lamar 
Smith, Steve Southerland, Jackie Speier, 
Cliff Stearns, Steve Stivers, Marlin A. 
Stutzman, John Sullivan, Betty Sutton, Lee 
Terry, Bennie G. Thompson, Glenn Thomp-
son, Mike Thompson, Mac Thornberry, Pat-
rick J. Tiberi, John F. Tierney, Scott Tip-
ton, Paul Tonko, Edolphus Towns, Niki 
Tsongas, Michael R. Turner, Robert L. Tur-
ner, Fred Upton, Chris Van Hollen, Nydia M. 
Velázquez, Peter J. Visclosky, Tim Walberg, 
Greg Walden, Joe Walsh, Timothy J. Walz, 
Debbie Wasserman Schultz, Maxine Waters, 
Melvin L. Watt, Henry A. Waxman, Daniel 
Webster, Anthony D. Weiner*, Peter Welch, 
Allen B. West, Lynn A. Westmoreland, Ed 
Whitfield, Frederica Wilson, Joe Wilson, 
Robert J. Wittman, Frank R. Wolf, Steve 
Womack, Rob Woodall, Lynn C. Woolsey, 
David Wu*, John A. Yarmuth, Kevin Yoder, 
C.W. Bill Young, Don Young, Todd C. Young 

f 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 
ETC. 

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive 
communications were taken from the 
Speaker’s table and referred as follows: 

8378. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Calcium Gluconate; Exemp-
tion from the Requirement of a Tolerance 
[EPA-HQ-OPP-2012-0131; FRL-9362-4] received 
October 31, 2012, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Agri-
culture. 

8379. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Residues of Fatty Acids, 
Tall-Oil, Ethoxylated Propoxylated; Toler-
ance Exemption [EPA-HQ-OPP-2012-0278; 
FRL-9365-4] received October 31, 2012, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee 
on Agriculture. 

8380. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Divsion, Environmental 
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Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Trifloxystrobin; Pesticide 
Tolerances [EPA-HQ-OPP-2012-0225; FRL- 
9360-9] received October 31, 2012, pursuant to 
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Agriculture. 

8381. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Fluoxastrobin; Pesticide 
Tolerances [EPA-HQ-OPP-2009-0677; FRL- 
9365-7] received October 22, 2012, pursuant to 
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Agriculture. 

8382. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — a-(p- 
Nonylphenyl)poly(oxypropylene) block poly-
mer with poly(oxyethylene); Tolerance Ex-
emption [EPA-HQ-OPP-2012-0279; FRL-9365-3] 
received October 25, 2012, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Ag-
riculture. 

8383. A letter from the Chief Counsel, De-
partment of Homeland Security, transmit-
ting the Department’s final rule — Suspen-
sion of Community Eligibility [Docket ID: 
FEMA-2012-0003] [Internal Agency Docket 
No.: FEMA-8251] received October 24, 2012, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Financial Services. 

8384. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Divison, Envirionmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Approval and Promulgation 
of Air Quality Implementation Plans; Dis-
trict of Columbia; The 2002 Base Year Emis-
sions Inventory for the Washington DC-MD- 
VA Nonattainment Area for the 1997 Fine 
Particulate Matter National Ambient Air 
Quality Standard [EPA-R03-OAR-2020-0152; 
FRL-9746-1] received October 25, 2012, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee 
on Energy and Commerce. 

8385. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Significant New Use Rules 
on Certain Chemical Substances [EPA-HQ- 
OPPT-2012-0740; FRL-9366-7] (RIN: 2070-AB27) 
received October 31, 2012, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce. 

8386. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Approval and Promulgation 
of Implementation Plans; Michigan; Detroit- 
Ann Arbor Nonattainment Area; Fine Par-
ticulate Matter 2005 Base Year Emissions In-
ventory [EPA-R05-OAR-2008-0520; FRL-9748-9] 
received October 31, 2012, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce. 

8387. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Mangement Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Approval and Promulgation 
of Air Quality Implementation Plans; Michi-
gan; Determination of Attainment of the 
1997 Annual Fine Particle Standard for the 
Detroit-Ann Arbor Nonattainment Area 
[EPA-R05-OAR-2012-0467; FRL-9748-8] re-
ceived October 31, 2012, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. 

8388. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Approval and Promulgation 
of Air Quality Implementation Plans; New 
Hampshire; Reasonably Available Control 
Technology for the 1997 8-Hour Ozone Stand-
ard [EPA-R01-OAR-2009-0451; A-1-FRL-9748-2] 
received October 31, 2012, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce. 

8389. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Revisions to the California 
State Implementation Plan, San Joaquin 
Valley Unified Air Pollution Control District 
[EPA-R09-OAR-2012-0266; FRL-9736-9] re-
ceived October 31, 2012, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. 

8390. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Approval and Promulgation 
of Implementation Plans; Texas; Revisions 
to the New Source Review (NSR) State Im-
plementation Plan (SIP); Antibacksliding of 
Major NSR SIP Requirements for the One- 
Hour Ozone National Ambient Air Quality 
Standards (NAAQS); Major Nonattainment 
NSR (NNSR) SIP Requirements for the 1997 
Eight-Hour Ozone NAAQS; and Major NSR 
Reform Program [EPA-R06-OAR-2011-0332; 
FRL-9743-6] received October 22, 2012, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee 
on Energy and Commerce. 

8391. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Implementation of the New 
Source Review (NSR) Program for Particu-
late Matter Less Than 2.5 Micrometers 
(PM2.5): Amendment to the Definition of 
Regulated NSR Pollutant‘‘ Concerning Con-
densable Particulate Matter [EPA-HQ-OAR- 
2003-0062; FRL-9742-8] (RIN: 2060-AR30) re-
ceived October 22, 2012, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. 

8392. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Revisions to the California 
State Implementation Plan, Mojave Desert 
Air Quality Management District [EPA-R09- 
OAR-2012-0089; FRL-9737-2] received October 
22, 2012, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to 
the Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

8393. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Approval and Promulgation 
of Air Quality Implementation Plans; Vir-
ginia; Fredericksburg 8-Hour Ozone Mainte-
nance Area Revision to Approved Motor Ve-
hicle Emission Budgets [EPA-R03-OAR-2012- 
0444; FRL-9746-3] received October 22, 2012, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce. 

8394. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Divsion, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Approval and Promulgation 
of Air Quality Implementation Plans; Mary-
land; Attainment Demonstration for the 1997 
8-Hour Ozone National Ambient Air Quality 
Standard for the Philadelphia-Wilmington- 
Atlantic City Moderate Nonattainment Area 
[EPA-R03-OAR-2008-0929; FRL-9746-2] re-
ceived October 22, 2012, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. 

8395. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Approval and Promulgation 
of Air Quality Implementation Plans; West 
Virginia; Amendments to West Virginia’s 
Ambient Air Quality Standards [EPA-R03- 
OAR-2012-0608; FRL-9745-7] received October 
22, 2012, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to 
the Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

8396. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Missouri: Final Authoriza-
tion of State Hazardous Waste Management 
Program Revisions [EPA-R07-RCRA-2012- 

0719; FRL 9744-4] received October 22, 2012, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce. 

8397. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Approval and Promulgation 
of Air Quality Implementation Plans; Illi-
nois; Indiana; Michigan; Minnesota; Ohio; 
Wisconsin; Infrastructure SIP Requirements 
for the 2006 PM2.5 National Ambient Air 
Quality Standards; Indiana NSR/PSD [EPA- 
R05-OAR-2009-0805; EPA-505-OAR-2012-0567; 
FRL-9742-4] received October 22, 2012, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee 
on Energy and Commerce. 

8398. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — National Emission Stand-
ards for Hazardous Air Pollutants for Chem-
ical Manufacturing Area Sources [EPA-HQ- 
OAR-2008-0334; FRL-9746-4] (RIN: 2060-AQ89) 
received October 22, 2012, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce. 

8399. A letter from the Director, Regula-
tions Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Approval of Air Quality Im-
plementation Plans; California; San Joaquin 
Valley Unified Air Pollution Control Dis-
trict; Prevention of Significant Deteriora-
tion [EPA-R09-2012-0408; FRL-9726-3] received 
October 22, 2012, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. 

8400. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Approval and Promulgation 
of Implementation Plans; California; Revi-
sions to the California State Implementation 
Plan Pesticide Element [EPA-R09-OAR-2012- 
0194; FRL-9723-1] received October 22, 2012, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce. 

8401. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Additional Air Quality Des-
ignations for the 2006 24-Hour Fine Particle 
National Ambient Air Quality Standards 
[EPA-HQ-OAR-2007-0562; FRL-9746-6] received 
October 25, 2012, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. 

8402. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Approval and Promulgation 
of Air Quality Implementation Plans; New 
Hampshire; Determination of Attainment of 
the One-hour Ozone Standard for the Ports-
mouth-Dover-Rochester and Manchester 
Areas [EPA-R01-OAR-2012-0229; A-1-FRL-9744- 
6] received October 25, 2012, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce. 

8403. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Approval and Promulgation 
of Air Quality Implementation Plans; Vir-
ginia; Deferral for CO2 Emissions from Bio-
energy and other Biogenic Sources Under the 
Prevention of Significant Deterioration Pro-
gram [EPA-R03-OAR-2012-0169; FRL-9745-5] 
received October 25, 2012, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce. 

8404. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Revisions to the Arizona 
State Implementation Plan, Arizona Depart-
ment of Environmental Quality and Mari-
copa County Air Quality Department [EPA- 
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R09-OAR-2012-0470; FRL-9740-2] received Oc-
tober 25, 2012, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. 

8405. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Approval and Promulgation 
of Implementation Plans; New Mexico; Albu-
querque/Bernalillo County: Motor Vehicle 
Inspection [EPA-R06-OAR-2011-0695; FRL- 
9747-2] received October 25, 2012, pursuant to 
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Energy and Commerce. 

8406. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Partial Approval and Dis-
approval of Air Quality Implementation 
Plans; Arizona; Infrastructure Requirements 
for Ozone and Fine Particulate Matter [EPA- 
R09-OAR-2012-0398; FRL-9745-8] received Oc-
tober 25, 2012, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. 

8407. A letter from the Acting General 
Counsel, National Indian Gaming Commis-
sion, transmitting the Commission’s final 
rule — Minimum Internal Control Standards 
(RIN: 3141-AA27) received October 24, 2012, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Natural Resources. 

8408. A letter from the Acting General 
Counsel, National Indian Gaming Commis-
sion, transmitting the Commission’s final 
rule — Minimum Technical Standards for 
Class II Gaming Systems and Equipment 
(RIN: 3141-AA27) received October 24, 2012, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Natural Resources. 

8409. A letter from the Acting General 
Counsel, National Indian Gaming Commis-
sion, transmitting the Commission’s final 
rule — Appeal Proceedings Before the Com-
mission (RIN: 3141-AA47) received October 24, 
2012, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the 
Committee on Natural Resources. 

8410. A letter from the Acting General 
Counsel, National Indian Gaming Commis-
sion, transmitting the Commission’s final 
rule — Facility License Notifications and 
Submissions (RIN: 3141-AA48) received Octo-
ber 24, 2012, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); 
to the Committee on Natural Resources. 

8411. A letter from the Acting Director, Of-
fice of Sustainable Fisheries, NMFS, Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion, transmitting the Administration’s final 
rule — Fisheries Off West Coast States; 
Modifications of the West Coast Commercial 
and Recreational Salmon Fisheries; Inseason 
Actions #15 through #21 [Docket No.: 
120424023-1023-01] (RIN: 0648-XC223) received 
October 24, 2012, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Natural 
Resources. 

8412. A letter from the Acting Director, Of-
fice of Sustainable Fisheries, NMFS, Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion, transmitting the Administration’s final 
rule — Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic 
Zone Off Alaska; Reallocation of Atka Mack-
erel in the Bering Sea and Aleutian Islands 
Management Area [Docket No.: 111213751- 
2102-02] (RIN: 0648-XC278) received October 24, 
2012, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the 
Committee on Natural Resources. 

8413. A letter from the Acting Director, Of-
fice of Sustainable Fisheries, NMFS, Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion, transmitting the Administration’s final 
rule — Fisheries of the Northeastern United 
States; Atlantic Herring Fishery; Sub-ACL 
(Annual Catch Limit) Harvested for Manage-
ment Area 3 [Docket No.: 0907301205-0289-02] 
(RIN: 0648-XC157) received October 24, 2012, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Natural Resources. 

8414. A letter from the Acting Director, Of-
fice of Sustainable Fisheries, NMFS, Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion, transmitting the Administration’s final 
rule — 2012-2013 Accountability Measure and 
Closure for Commercial Black Sea Bass in 
the South Atlantic [Docket No.: 0907271173- 
0629-03] (RIN: 0648-XC152) received October 24, 
2012, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the 
Committee on Natural Resources. 

8415. A letter from the Acting Director, Of-
fice of Sustainable Fisheries, NMFS, Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion, transmitting the Administration’s final 
rule — Coastal Migratory Pelagic Resources 
of the Gulf of Mexico and South Atlantic; 
2012-2013 Accountability Measure and Closure 
for Gulf King Mackerel in Northern Florida 
West Coast Subzone [Docket No.: 001005281- 
0369-02] (RIN: 0648-XC273) received October 24, 
2012, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the 
Committee on Natural Resources. 

8416. A letter from the Acting Deputy Di-
rector, Office of Sustainable Fisheries, 
NMFS, National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration, transmitting the Adminis-
tration’s final rule — Fisheries of the Exclu-
sive Economic Zone Off Alaska; Pollock in 
Statistical Area 620 in the Gulf of Alaska 
[Docket No.: 111207737-2141-02] (RIN: 0648- 
XC270) received October 24, 2012, pursuant to 
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Natural Resources. 

8417. A letter from the Director, Office of 
Sustainable Fisheries, NMFS, National Oce-
anic and Atmospheric Administration, trans-
mitting the Administration’s final rule — 
Atlantic Highly Migratory Species; Silky 
Shark Management Measures [Docket No.: 
120416016-2469-02] (RIN: 0648-BB96) received 
October 24, 2012, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Natural 
Resources. 

8418. A letter from the Acting Deputy Di-
rector, Office of Sustainable Fisheries, 
NMFS, National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration, transmitting the Adminis-
tration’s final rule — Fisheries of the Carib-
bean, Gulf of Mexico, and South Atlantic; 
2012 Commercial Accountability Measure 
and Closure for South Atlantic Vermilion 
Snapper [Docket No.: 040205043-4043-01](RIN: 
0648-XC134) received October 24, 2012, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee 
on Natural Resources. 

8419. A letter from the Senior Program An-
alyst, Department of Transportation, trans-
mitting the Department’s final rule — 
Standard Instrument Approach Procedures, 
and Takeoff Minimums and Obstacle Depar-
ture Procedures; Miscellaneous Amendments 
[Docket No.: 30864; Amdt. No. 3499] received 
November 5, 2012, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure. 

8420. A letter from the Senior Program An-
alyst, Department of Transportation, trans-
mitting the Department’s final rule — 
Standard Instrument Approach Procedures, 
and Takeoff Minimums and Obstacle Depar-
ture Procedures; Miscellaneous Amendments 
[Docket No.: 30865; Amdt. No. 3500] received 
November 5, 2012, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure. 

8421. A letter from the Senior Program An-
alyst, Department of Transportation, trans-
mitting the Department’s final rule — 
Standard Instrument Approach Procedures, 
and Takeoff Minimums and Obstacle Depar-
ture Procedures; Miscellaneous Amendments 
[Docket No.: 30862; Amdt. No. 3497] received 
November 5, 2012, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure. 

8422. A letter from the Senior Program An-
alyst, Department of Transportation, trans-
mitting the Department’s final rule — 

Standard Instrument Approach Procedures, 
and Takeoff Minimums and Obstacle Depar-
ture Procedures; Miscellaneous Amendments 
[Docket No.: 30863; Amdt. No. 3498] received 
November 5, 2012, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure. 

8423. A letter from the Senior Program An-
alyst, Department of Transportation, trans-
mitting the Department’s final rule — Use of 
Additional Portable Oxygen Concentrators 
on Board Aircraft [Docket No.: FAA-2012- 
0928; Amdt. No. 121-361] (RIN: 2120-AK18) re-
ceived November 5, 2012, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure. 

8424. A letter from the Senior Program An-
alyst, Department of Transportation, trans-
mitting the Department’s final rule — Re-
scission of 10-Day Agency Discretionary Pe-
riod in Assigning Unsatisfactory Safety Rat-
ings [Docket No.: FMCSA-2012-0262] (RIN: 
2126-AB55) received November 5, 2012, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee 
on Transportation and Infrastructure. 

8425. A letter from the Deputy Director, 
Reg Policy and Management, Office of the 
General Counsel, Department of Veterans Af-
fairs, transmitting the Department’s final 
rule — Veterans’ Group Life Insurance 
(VGLI) No-Health Period Extension (RIN: 
2900-AO24) received October 31, 2012, pursuant 
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Veterans’ Affairs. 

8426. A letter from the Federal Register Li-
aison Officer, Department of the Treasury, 
transmitting the Department’s final rule — 
Establishment of the Ancient Lakes of Co-
lumbia Valley Viticultural Area [Docket 
No.: TTB-2012-0003; T.D. TTB-108; Ref: Notice 
No. 128] (RIN: 1513-AB85) received October 24, 
2012, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the 
Committee on Ways and Means. 

8427. A letter from the Associate Director, 
Internal Revenue Service, transmitting the 
Service’s final rule — Cost Segregation 
Audit Techniques Guide — Chapter 8 — Elec-
trical Distribution System [LB&I-4-1012-012] 
received November 2, 2012, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Ways and Means. 

8428. A letter from the Chief, Publications 
and Regulations Branch, Internal Revenue 
Service, transmitting the Service’s final rule 
— 2013 Cost-of-Living Adjustments to Cer-
tain Tax Items (Rev. Proc. 2012-41) received 
October 24, 2012, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Ways and 
Means. 

8429. A letter from the Chief, Publications 
and Regulations, Internal Revenue Service, 
transmitting the Service’s final rule — Con-
cise General Statement Concerning 2012 Na-
tional Pool (Revenue Procedure 2012-42) re-
ceived October 24,2012, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Ways and 
Means. 

8430. A letter from the Secretary, Federal 
Trade Commission, transmitting the Com-
mission’s final rule — Rules of Practice re-
ceived October 19, 2012, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); jointly to the Committees on 
Energy and Commerce and the Judiciary. 

f 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON 
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 
Under clause 2 of rule XIII, reports of 

committees were delivered to the Clerk 
for printing and reference to the proper 
calendar, as follows: 

Mr. BONNER: Committee on Ethics. In the 
Matter of Joy Henrichs (Rept. 112–696). Re-
ferred to the House Calendar. 

DISCHARGE OF COMMITTEE 
Pursuant to clause 2 of rule XIII, the 

Committee on Agriculture discharged 
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from further consideration. H.R. 1838 
referred to the Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union. 

f 

TIME LIMITATION OF REFERRED 
BILL 

Pursuant to clause 2 of rule XII, the 
following action was taken by the 
Speaker: 

H.R. 940. Referral to the Committee on 
Ways and Means extended for a period ending 
not later than November 30, 2012. 

f 

PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 

Under clause 2 of rule XII, public 
bills and resolutions of the following 
titles were introduced and severally re-
ferred, as follows: 

By Mr. OLSON: 
H.R. 6593. A bill to amend the National 

Voter Registration Act of 1993 to increase 
the penalties imposed for intimidating, 
threatening, or coercing any person from en-
gaging in voter registration activities or for 
procuring, submitting, or casting false voter 
registration applications or ballots, to 
amend the Uniformed and Overseas Citizens 
Absentee Voting Act to require election offi-
cials to transmit balloting materials to ab-
sent uniformed services voters using the 
automated tagging and tracing services pro-
vided by the United States Postal Service, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
House Administration. 

By Mr. OLSON: 
H.R. 6594. A bill to amend the Uniformed 

and Overseas Citizens Absentee Voting Act 
to require States which fail to transmit val-
idly requested absentee ballots in an election 
for Federal office to absent uniformed serv-
ices voters within the deadline established 
under the Act to delay certifying the results 
of the election, to establish a private right of 
action to enforce the requirements of such 
Act, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on House Administration. 

By Mr. BARLETTA (for himself, Mr. 
SHUSTER, and Mr. PLATTS): 

H.R. 6595. A bill to require a report on the 
establishment of a joint Army-Navy storage 
and preservation facility at the United 
States Army Heritage and Education Center, 
Carlisle, Pennsylvania; to the Committee on 
Armed Services. 

By Mr. AMODEI: 
H.R. 6596. A bill to direct the Secretary of 

the Interior to transfer to the Secretary of 
the Navy certain Federal land in Churchill 
County, Nevada; to the Committee on Nat-
ural Resources. 

By Mrs. BIGGERT (for herself, Mr. 
BOREN, Mr. BURTON of Indiana, Mr. 
AKIN, Mr. CLARKE of Michigan, Mr. 
CLAY, Mr. COFFMAN of Colorado, Mr. 
CONNOLLY of Virginia, Mr. COSTELLO, 
Mr. CRENSHAW, Mr. DEFAZIO, Mr. 
FRANK of Massachusetts, Ms. 
GRANGER, Mr. GRIFFITH of Virginia, 
Mr. HARRIS, Ms. HIRONO, Mr. 
KEATING, Mrs. MALONEY, Mr. MCGOV-
ERN, Mr. MILLER of North Carolina, 
Mr. MORAN, Mr. PEARCE, Mr. PERL-
MUTTER, Mr. ROYCE, Mr. SCHIFF, Mrs. 
SCHMIDT, Mr. SCHOCK, Mr. STIVERS, 
Mr. WHITFIELD, Mr. WILSON of South 
Carolina, Mr. WOLF, Mr. YOUNG of 
Florida, Mr. YOUNG of Alaska, Ms. 
LEE of California, Mr. RUPPERS-
BERGER, Ms. MOORE, Ms. ESHOO, Mr. 
COHEN, Mr. SMITH of Texas, Mr. 
HIMES, Mr. KILDEE, Mr. SMITH of 
Washington, Mr. PAUL, Mr. CARNA-
HAN, Mr. BURGESS, Mr. ROHRABACHER, 

Ms. PINGREE of Maine, Mr. MICHAUD, 
Ms. WOOLSEY, Mr. CALVERT, Mr. 
CAPUANO, Mr. COURTNEY, Mr. POLIS, 
Mr. PETRI, Mr. HULTGREN, Mr. 
WELCH, Mr. FORBES, and Mr. ROS-
KAM): 

H.R. 6597. A bill to amend section 5000A of 
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to provide 
an additional religious exemption from the 
individual health coverage mandate; to the 
Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mrs. BLACK (for herself, Mr. ROS-
KAM, Mr. CHABOT, and Mr. BROUN of 
Georgia): 

H.R. 6598. A bill to amend certain require-
ments and penalties implemented under the 
Medicare and Medicaid programs by the 
HITECH Act of 2009, which would otherwise 
impede eligible professionals from adopting 
electronic health records to improve patient 
care; to the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce, and in addition to the Committee on 
Ways and Means, for a period to be subse-
quently determined by the Speaker, in each 
case for consideration of such provisions as 
fall within the jurisdiction of the committee 
concerned. 

By Mr. KUCINICH (for himself, Ms. 
EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas, Ms. 
MOORE, Mr. CONYERS, Mr. HINCHEY, 
Mr. FILNER, Ms. WOOLSEY, Mr. NAD-
LER, Mr. HONDA, Mr. GRIJALVA, Mr. 
MORAN, and Mr. JACKSON of Illinois): 

H.R. 6599. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to protect children’s health 
by denying any deduction for advertising and 
marketing directed at children to promote 
the consumption of food at fast food res-
taurants or of food of poor nutritional qual-
ity; to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. CROWLEY: 
H.R. 6600. A bill to amend the Emergency 

Food Assistance Act of 1983 to provide for 
the increased purchase of Kosher and Halal 
food and to modify the labeling of the com-
modities list under the emergency food as-
sistance program to enable Kosher and Halal 
food bank operators to identify which com-
modities to obtain from local food banks; to 
the Committee on Agriculture. 

By Mr. DEUTCH (for himself and Mrs. 
MYRICK): 

H.R. 6601. A bill to establish programs in 
the executive branch to permit the labeling 
of certain products that do not contain any 
carcinogens as ‘‘Carcinogen-Free’’, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Energy 
and Commerce, and in addition to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture, for a period to be sub-
sequently determined by the Speaker, in 
each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the 
committee concerned. 

By Mr. SMITH of Texas (for himself 
and Mr. CONYERS): 

H.R. 6602. A bill to make revisions in title 
36, United States Code, as necessary to keep 
the title current and make technical correc-
tions and improvements; to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

By Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN (for herself 
and Mr. BERMAN): 

H. Res. 813. A resolution expressing vig-
orous support and unwavering commitment 
to the welfare, security, and survival of the 
State of Israel as a Jewish and democratic 
state with secure borders, and recognizing 
and strongly supporting its right to act in 
self-defense to protect its citizens against 
acts of terrorism; to the Committee on For-
eign Affairs; considered and agreed to. 

By Mr. KELLY (for himself, Mr. JONES, 
Mr. SMITH of Texas, Mr. KISSELL, Mr. 
CHABOT, Mr. CONAWAY, Mr. GARDNER, 
Mr. ALTMIRE, Mr. BISHOP of Utah, Mr. 
HUELSKAMP, Mr. GARRETT, Mr. 
THOMPSON of Pennsylvania, Mr. DUN-
CAN of Tennessee, Mr. WESTMORE-

LAND, Mr. SMITH of Nebraska, Mr. 
OLSON, Mr. BOUSTANY, Mr. GRAVES of 
Missouri, Ms. BUERKLE, Mr. CANSECO, 
Mrs. HARTZLER, Mr. NUNNELEE, Mr. 
BILIRAKIS, Mr. GIBBS, Mr. JOHNSON of 
Ohio, Mr. UPTON, Mr. SOUTHERLAND, 
Mr. MARINO, Mr. GUTHRIE, Mr. 
MULVANEY, Mr. DENHAM, Mr. YOUNG 
of Alaska, Mr. GRIFFIN of Arkansas, 
Mr. BARLETTA, Mrs. BLACKBURN, Mr. 
FORBES, Mr. GOSAR, Mr. RIVERA, Mr. 
LAMBORN, Mr. HULTGREN, Mr. 
FLEISCHMANN, Mr. GINGREY of Geor-
gia, Mr. MANZULLO, Mrs. ELLMERS, 
Mr. BROUN of Georgia, Mr. JORDAN, 
Mr. MCKINLEY, Mr. MCCAUL, Mr. 
HARRIS, Mr. REED, Mr. BURTON of In-
diana, Mr. GRIFFITH of Virginia, Mr. 
LANDRY, Mr. POMPEO, Mr. POE of 
Texas, Mr. ROGERS of Michigan, Mr. 
MCHENRY, Mr. SESSIONS, Mr. MILLER 
of Florida, Mr. ROSS of Florida, Mr. 
OWENS, Mr. SCHWEIKERT, Mrs. BACH-
MANN, Mr. TIPTON, Mr. DUNCAN of 
South Carolina, Ms. JENKINS, Mr. 
BROOKS, Mr. LOBIONDO, Mr. FRANKS 
of Arizona, Mr. FLORES, Mr. BARTON 
of Texas, Mr. HUIZENGA of Michigan, 
Mr. ADERHOLT, Mr. GOHMERT, Mr. 
MICHAUD, Mr. HURT, Mr. GRAVES of 
Georgia, Ms. HAYWORTH, and Mr. 
BURGESS): 

H. Res. 814. A resolution expressing the 
sense of the House of Representatives regard-
ing the conditions for the United States be-
coming a signatory to the United Nations 
Arms Trade Treaty, or to any similar agree-
ment on the arms trade; to the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs. 

By Mr. FATTAH (for himself and Mr. 
HULTGREN): 

H. Res. 815. A resolution expressing the 
sense of the House of Representatives that 
Federal laboratories have been and continue 
to be on the cutting edge of scientific and 
technological advancement and supporting 
the designation of 2013 as the ‘‘Year of the 
Federal Lab’’; to the Committee on Science, 
Space, and Technology. 

By Mr. ISRAEL (for himself, Mr. PAS-
CRELL, and Mr. TIBERI): 

H. Res. 816. A resolution recognizing Sep-
tember 2012 as the 160th anniversary of the 
arrival in the United States of Constantino 
Brumidi, the artist who painted the Apothe-
osis of Washington; to the Committee on 
Oversight and Government Reform. 

By Mr. MULVANEY: 
H. Res. 817. A resolution expressing support 

for the designation of the Friday after 
Thanksgiving as the National Day of Rec-
ognition for Veterans’ Families; to the Com-
mittee on Armed Services. 

f 

CONSTITUTIONAL AUTHORITY 
STATEMENT 

Pursuant to clause 7 of rule XII of 
the Rules of the House of Representa-
tives, the following statements are sub-
mitted regarding the specific powers 
granted to Congress in the Constitu-
tion to enact the accompanying bill or 
joint resolution. 

By Mr. OLSON: 
H.R. 6593. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 4, Clause I—The times, 

places, and manner of holding elections for 
senators and representatives, shall be pre-
scribed in each State by the Legislature 
thereof; but the Congress may at any time 
by law make or alter such regulations, ex-
cept as to the places of choosing senators. 

Article I, Section 8, Clause 7—The Con-
gress shall have power to establish Post Of-
fices and post roads. 
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By Mr. OLSON: 

H.R. 6594. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, Clause 14—The Con-

gress shall have power to make rules for the 
government and regulation of the land and 
naval forces. 

By Mr. BARLETTA: 
H.R. 6595. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, section 8 of the United States 

Constitution (clauses 12, 13, 14, 16, and 18), 
which grants Congress the power to raise and 
support an Army; to provide and maintain a 
Navy; to make rules for the government and 
regulation of the land and naval forces; to 
provide for organizing, arming, and dis-
ciplining the militia; and to make all laws 
necessary and proper for carrying out the 
foregoing powers. 

By Mr. AMODEI: 
H.R. 6596. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
The constitutional authority on which this 

bill rests is the power of Congress to make 
rules for the government and regulation of 
the land and naval forces, as enumerated in 
Article I, Section 8, Clause 14 of the United 
States Constitution. 

By Mrs. BIGGERT: 
H.R. 6597. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8, Clause 1 of the United 

States Constitution. 
By Mrs. BLACK: 

H.R. 6598. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, Clause 1 
The Congress shall have Power to lay and 

collect Taxes, Duties, Imposts and Excises, 
to pay the Debts and provide for the common 
Defence and general Welfare of the United 
States; but all Duties, Imposts and Excises 
shall be uniform throughout the United 
States. 

Business Regulation 
Article I, Section 8, Clause 3 
The Congress shall have Power * * * To 

regulate Commerce with foreign Nations, 
and among the several States, and with the 
Indian Tribes. 

By Mr. KUCINICH: 
H.R. 6599. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 

Congress’ Article One power to tax. 
By Mr. CROWLEY: 

H.R. 6600. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 of the United States 

Constitution 
By Mr. DEUTCH: 

H.R. 6601. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
The constitutional authority of Congress 

to enact this legislation is provided by Arti-
cle I, Section 8, Clause 3 of the United States 
Constitution, which grants Congress the 
power to regulate commerce among the sev-
eral States. 

By Mr. SMITH of Texas: 
H.R. 6602. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to Article I, Section 8, 
Clause 18 of the Constitution. 

f 

ADDITIONAL SPONSORS 

Under clause 7 of rule XII, sponsors 
were added to public bills and resolu-
tions as follows: 

H.R. 1116: Ms. WATERS. 
H.R. 1653: Mr. LATTA. 
H.R. 2267: Mr. PEARCE and Mr. CUMMINGS. 
H.R. 2655: Mr. OWENS. 
H.R. 2679: Mr. GUTHRIE. 
H.R. 2705: Mr. BUTTERFIELD. 
H.R. 3032: Mr. KING of Iowa. 
H.R. 3269: Mr. RUSH. 
H.R. 3364: Mr. PETERS, Mr. NEAL, and Mr. 

DENT. 
H.R. 3522: Mr. VAN HOLLEN and Mr. 

BILBRAY. 
H.R. 3553: Mr. MICHAUD. 
H.R. 3710: Ms. NORTON. 
H.R. 3790: Mr. BUTTERFIELD and Mr. KIL-

DEE. 
H.R. 3831: Mr. MICHAUD and Ms. RICHARD-

SON. 
H.R. 4083: Mr. WELCH. 
H.R. 4122: Mrs. NAPOLITANO. 
H.R. 4215: Mr. GUTHRIE. 
H.R. 4290: Mr. ELLISON and Mr. LANGEVIN. 
H.R. 4378: Mr. CUMMINGS. 
H.R. 4385: Mr. WOMACK. 
H.R. 5817: Ms. PINGREE of Maine. 
H.R. 5839: Ms. DELAURO. 
H.R. 5846: Mr. BACHUS. 
H.R. 5873: Mr. BACHUS. 

H.R. 6149: Ms. HIRONO. 
H.R. 6155: Mr. HIGGINS, Mr. RANGEL, Mr. 

LOEBSACK, Mr. BRALEY of Iowa, Mr. SHER-
MAN, Mr. CONYERS, and Mr. STARK. 

H.R. 6223: Mr. SMITH of Texas. 
H.R. 6242: Mr. HIMES. 
H.R. 6273: Ms. BONAMICI. 
H.R. 6304: Mr. POLIS. 
H.R. 6385: Mr. CONYERS, Mr. ROGERS of 

Michigan, and Mr. PETERSON. 
H.R. 6388: Mr. POLIS. 
H.R. 6411: Mr. GARAMENDI. 
H.R. 6419: Mr. KILDEE, Ms. SPEIER, and Ms. 

WILSON of Florida. 
H.R. 6437: Mr. WELCH. 
H.R. 6444: Mr. LATTA. 
H.R. 6446: Mr. NUNES. 
H.R. 6470: Mr. KING of Iowa. 
H.R. 6494: Mr. GOSAR, Mr. COHEN, and Mr. 

HASTINGS of Florida. 
H.R. 6567: Mr. LAMBORN. 
H.R. 6575: Mrs. HARTZLER. 
H.R. 6591: Mr. HINCHEY, Mr. THOMPSON of 

California, Ms. EDWARDS, Ms. CHU, Mr. ELLI-
SON, Mr. MICHAUD, Ms. WILSON of Florida, 
Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, Ms. BROWN of Flor-
ida, Mr. TOWNS, Mr. MORAN, Mrs. LOWEY, 
Mrs. MALONEY, and Mr. COURTNEY. 

H.R. 6792: Mr. LARSEN of Washington, Mr. 
CUMMINGS, Ms. RICHARDSON, and Ms. 
EDWARDS. 

H.J. Res. 96: Mr. LANDRY. 
H. Res. 763: Mr. POE of Texas. 
H. Res. 793: Mr. BARBER, Mr. GIBSON, Ms. 

CLARKE of New York, Mr. BUCHANAN, Mr. 
LOEBSACK, Mr. PETERS, Mr. SCHOCK, Ms. 
SPEIER, and Mrs. DAVIS of California. 

f 

PETITIONS, ETC. 

Under clause 3 of rule XII, petitions 
and papers were laid on the Clerk’s 
desk and referred as follows: 

63. The SPEAKER presented a petition of 
City of Miami, Florida, relative to Resolu-
tion R–12–0168 supporting the securing of va-
cant and abandoned private buildings as a 
U.S. HUD CDBG funding eligible activity; to 
the Committee on Financial Services. 

64. Also, a petition of Weztel County Cham-
ber of Commerce, West Virginia, relative to 
resolution urging the Congress to imme-
diately initiate contact with the Ormet Cor-
poration to negotiate possible resolution to 
their financial issues; to the Committee on 
Financial Services. 
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